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AV CART HAZARD WARNING

ik PY T T ]

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (5401 Westbard Avenue, BRm
156, Bethesda, MD 20816] warned the
Iowa State Department of Health
about a hazard involved in the use
of audiovisusl equipment carts in a
mailgram dated February 2, 1887,
This warning underlines a developing
concern for the safety of young
children moving heavy equipment.
Library medi a specialists,
audiovisualists and teachers are
urged to post and heed the warning:

CPSC WARNS OF TV/AUDIOVISUAL
CARTS TIP-OVER HAZARDS

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission and the Internmational
Communications Industries
Association today asked the nmation's
school teachers to avoid having
children move TV/audiovisual carts
in classrooms because the carts can
easily tip over and cause injury or
death.

CPSC has reports of 4 deaths and
4 serious injuries in schools
involving the tip-over of tall
audiovisual carts [approximately 50
inches highl. Seven of the eight
carts were lLoaded with a TV set on
the top shelf. One was Loaded with
a projectors

In most of the cases, a school
teacher asked the young students
[ranging in ege from 7 to 11] to
move a cart to another room. The
cart overturned when it apparently
hit a child's foot while being
pulled or when the child stepped on
the front of the cart for & ride.
Typically, two children were moving
the audiovisual <cart, one child
pulling from the front and the other
child pushing from the back. The
child in front was the one who was
injured or killed.

To avoid injuries and deaths
from TV or audiovisual cart
tip-over, teachers and school
administrators should follow these
safety rules:

— Do not Llet children move an
audiovisual cart. Only
adul ts should move them.

— Do not allow anyone to step
or ride on the audiovisual
cart bscause this can cause
it to overturn. 2

— PLan ahead when TV or other
audiovisual egquipment s
needed so it can be moved by
an adult before or after
class.

For more information on the uss
of audiovisual carts, contact the
International Communications
Industries Association, 3150 Spring
Strest, Fairfax, VA 22031-2399
[(703)273-7200.
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If you went to report a product
related injury, call the toll-free
CPSC Hotl ine number at
800-638-CPsC. A teletypewriter
number for the hearing impaired is
800-638-8270.
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