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GABRIELSON, COMMITTEE REPORT

‘ INDIAN MOUNDS OF
. NORTHEAST IOWA

| & OME of the finest prehistoric In-
| dian mounds in the United
States may be found along the
| bluffs of the Mississippi River in
Clayton and Allamakee counties.

A JOINT REPORT TO

GOVERNOR ROBERT D. BLUE AND
THE TOWA CONSERVATION COMMIS-
SION BY THE CONSERVATION STUDY
COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE GOV-
ERNOR, AND IRA N. GABRIELSON,
PRESIDENT, WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
INSTITUTE, WASHINGTON, D. C. AT
THE REQUEST OF THE CONSERVA.
FrMMON COMMISSION

HIS report is the result of a study
of the lowa State Conservation
Commission’s autherity and organiza-
tion and the conservation program for
which it is responsible with reference
to related activities that affect the sue-

Theories on the origin of the pre-
historic inhabitants of this region
are many and all remain theories
only, for these early men left their
record only in the effigy and burial
mounds which are more numerous
around McGregor than anywhere
else in the middlewest.

cess of its operation. This study was
made at the request of Governor Rob-
ert ). Blue and the Conservation
Commuission,

The aborigonese may have been
related to the Indians we know of
in history, but none of the legends
of the historical Indians connect
them with the ancients who con-
structed the mounds

In this study the basie legislative
authority, the organization of the Com-
mission and its staff and its working
program were checked by a review of
available records and by personal in-
terviews with many persons both with-

X . . vl s Left to right—D. C. Kern, Marshalltown, Chairman, Conservation Study Commitiee; _ ] == : : A
in and without the Commission. Thoamns Evg“' Minneapolis, Regional Supervisor, Wildlife Management Institute; and Another theory of origin ties

Every possible courtesy was extend- | Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, Washington, D. C., President, Wildlife Mcnagement Institute. | {hese early inhabitants of Iowa to
ed by all officials and access to records | Begister and Tribune Rhoto the vellow race, which in ancient
and files was freely given. 1 : : - ' : " times, may have crossed from the

It should be made clear that it does Asiatic mainland to the American
not evaluate the entire program al- continent by way of the Aleutian
' though all operations have been Islands and gradually wandered
checked. This review of the accom- westward to the Mississippi River.

such land of any state. This one factor | upon natural resources resulted in
make= it mandatory that any wildlife | studie- that produced a forward look-
or forestry program be fitted into and | ing, long time program for restoration
exist with the predominant agricul-| and better management of the basie re-

Jﬂi]”l",l]l,ﬂ“h “;:,Hmhl,;iw }';1‘.&“{"“"].!“ tural use of land. sources of soils and waters and their Still another theory is that the
the Twenty-five Year Conservation 1 , , , . , : mound builders were wanderers
Plan indicates that much worthwhile| Changing agricultural practices di- | Products, e :

The records indicate that excellent | from the early Mayan cultures of
progress has been made in the restora- | South and Central America. This
tion and improvement of natural lakes, | is supported by the fact that the
in the planning and construction of [mounds on the lower Mississippi
artificial lakes and in the development | are similar to those used in the
of a state park svstem. foundations for buildings by the
Mayan architects.

rectly affect for good or evil wildlife
populations.  Intensive farming, due
primarily to high prices and the in-
creasing use ol mechanical corn pick-

Iprngrv.-a.»« has been made and that lowa
can be proud of the results so far at-
tained.

This report presents suggestions for
legislation. the improvement of the
Conservation Commission organiza-
tion and recommendations that will, if
carried out, stimulate those phases of
the twenty-five vear plan which have

ers. has decreased available winter

cover and the increasing use of power
driven mowers has increased the mor- Good progress has been made in
tality of nesting upland birds. These | the game program. particularly in that In the vicinity of McGregor, even
and other practices have increased the | part dealing with waterfowl and quail. | in the city limits, are linear, coni-
difficulty of producing adequate crops | A number of excellent project areas|cal, and efligy mounds, also con-

:::?I:*»r:-I_]““"l oEard Sass apidiyias of upland game and should be l.'i}ll.-il]: have been acquired and partially or | structions that may be fortifica-
ered in judging the effectiveness of | completely developed. but the devel-|tions and earthworks.

PROGRAM any wildlife management program, opment of habitat on private lands The linear mounds are straight

The Towa Twenty-five Year Conser- Agricultural practices, past as well [ has not moved forward as rapidly as|earthen embankments, 60 to 300

vation Plan, lrul:]i;hﬂd in 1933. was | as present. have caused excessive soil "lt'f'r I"f"'w" f":‘“ i‘-mg-_ The effigy mounds con-

I'he fishery management program |sist of birds with outstretched

used as a basis for measuring results | erosion. This has resulted in reduc- _ 2 : 2 .
achieved since that time. That sound | tion of the biological productivity of | has moved forward in artificial propa- | wings, a few bisons, ru-".‘t’-?ral_ that
basic plan clearly recognized the dif-|streams and lakes because of excessive | gation, fish recuse work, stream and appear like long-tailed animals,
fienlty of maintaining all of Iowa's re- | siltation. Pollution of Ia kes andl|lake surveys and preparation of man- | possibly panther or otter, .'iI_l!.l ant-
newable natural resources and pro- | streams and deforestation are other | agement plans for each water area.|lered elk, bear and other animals.
viding for their maximum use in an|major adverse factors affecting fish | It should be pointed out that success The conical mounds are merely
area so intensively farmed. Jowa,|and wildlife population. | of fishery management is directly | round conical earth embankments
with ninety-six per cent of its area in Recognition of the adverse effect|affected by the progress of natural |appearing like enlarged gopher
farms. has the highest proportion of | of these and other human activities (Continued on page 5) (Continued on page 4)
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DECEMBER
COMMISSION ACTION

A meeting of the State Conser-
vation Commission was held in the
Des Moines office on December 1
1947.

Members present were E. B
Gaunitz, Arthur C. Gingerich, F
W. Mattes, and Mrs. Addison Par-
ker,

The Commission:

Approved the plan for the con-
struction necessary to raise the
water level of Rice Lake in Worth
and Winnebago counties.

Approved application by the
Aluminum Company of America
for the lease of 2.25 acres of the
hed of the Mississippi River at Bet-
tendorf.

Rescinded the action of Novem-
ber 20th allowing muskrat trap-
ping on Big Wall and Eagle Lake
under the permit system.

Authorized immediate release of
Dr. Gabrielson's report to the press
upon its receipt from Dr. Gabriel-
s0n,

Meeting adjourned

“CONSERVATIONIST"

INDEX
Two years have passed

since an index has been com-
piled for the *“lowa Conser-
rationist.”” We are working
on one now covering 1946-47
and expect to have it com-
pleted about March 1. Many
of our readers are planning
bhind their “Conservation-
ists,”” and an index will be
valuable. If you will mail us
a card requesting the new
index, it will be sent to you
without cost when completed.

tO

L.ook at these pictures:
ticularly the upper one! Does it
mean anything to you? Whether
you live on Park Avenue in
Saskatoon, on Miami Beach or in
Moose Jaw, it shows what is hap-
pening to you. It pictures the deso-
lation caused by the erosion of the
s0il.

or

Don't say that you are not con-
cerned with the soil; that you are
not a farmer and therefore not in-
terested in such matters. The
orange juice, toast, bacon and eggs
which vou had for breakfast did
not come from the grocery store;
the clothes which vou have on did
not come from the clothier; the
house in which you live did not
come from the lumber yard; they
all came from the and the
soil is tragically disappearing.

Don't say that it can't happen
here. It is happening here! It
happening because Lo0 many peo-
ple, like you, are giving it no at-
tention. You leave it to the farm-
ar and the farm agencies, but they

3011,

15

cannot do the job alone unless and
until all the people, yvoung and
old. rural and urban, concern them-

selves with the conservation and

GIVE NATURE A CHANCE
By E. Sydney Stephens
Dean of Missouri conservationists, former Chairman of the Missourl

Conservation Commission, and father of that state's non-political
conservation

program.

|
Par- |

‘ E. SYDNEY STEPHENS
Hex Gary Schmidt crayon drawing—courl-

esy Missouri Conservation Commission,

restoration of the soil. Your chil-
dren and theirs, and perhaps you,

| will live to suffer the tragic conse-
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quences of what is happening pro-
gressively to the most vital re-
sources of human beings. Pork,
beef and mutton cannot be pro-
duced on sterile soil; neither can
corn, or wheat, or oats. They are
the things which you live by. You
should be giving them your atten-
tion.

What can you do about it? A
lot. Farmers and farm agencies
cannot save the soil alone. That
must be done by the cooperation,
the aid, and the demand of all the
people.

Where can you turn to be help-
ful? To any farmer, to any farm
agency, to any conservation agency

and they are all everywhere
about you.

xive nature a chance to conserve
and restore the soil. Then yvou will
have a scene like that in the lower

picture. Barren fields will turn
green, trees will grow, clear
streams will flow, farm animals

will prosper, wildlife will reappear,
and food will be more abundant for
them and for you—and cheaper,

It has been proven in a few
places that nature will restore the
soil and its products, but it will
need help—your help. Think about
it

do something about it!
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Allen Green photo

|
'THE CATFISH AND THE
| CHICK

By Allen Green

“Will you walk into my parlor 7"
Said the catfish to the chick,
“1 think wvou'll find it spick-and-
span,
“Or is it span and spick?"

The chick replied, “I do not see
|  “A chair which I can sit-on;
“And I don’t care to bite upon
“The worm that you just bit-on,”

' When necessary, enough tackle
and bait for a day's fishing can be
carried in a shirt or trousers pocket
The line c¢an be carried without
tangling wound around a one-inch

wide empty adhesive tape spool. The
outer metal case keeps the dirt out.
Various sizes of hooks, a few split
shot and an extra sinker or two can
be carried in a metal aspirin box.
A cork bobhber or float is carried
loose in Lhe pocket. Weorms, grubs
ar other baits are easily carried In
a tin tobaceco can. Any slender sap-
line found along the river bank will
serve as a rod.

and geese
actually cannot fly for a period of
geveral weeks during the summer,
The non-flight period occurs during
their moulting season which coin-
cides with the period when their
voung are in the downy stage and
are srowing their flight feathers,

F'ast flving wild ducks

e -
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than many of the so-called fine fish.”

FINS, FURS AND
FEATHERS

Millie and I have been going
over the results of the past sea-
son's fishing efforts. All in all, it
was a wonderful season—there
were some trips that netted almost
nothing but there were enough
others to compensate for all the
discomforts, all the expense, and
all the time spent.

There were many high spots.
Not the least of these high experi-
ences were those times we fished
for carp from the Benter Bridge.
We stood above the middle pier, let
out a lot of line downstream, used
Curt’'s carp bait, and had hun-
Ireds of hard strikes. We hooked
maybe one in ten and landed about
nalf of those we hooked. The carp
averaged around two pounds, and
with from 75 to 100 feet of line
ut, they made good sport.

There are folks who speak dis-
varagingly of fishing for carp. The
-ruth is there are few fish in our
streams that put up a better bat-
‘le when hooked than do carp. We
von't argue about the edibility of
‘arp—but at that, if properly pre-
»ared, they are better than many
s0-called fine fish., You must be a
y00d fisherman to land a five-pound
‘arp in swift water. And when a
)ig carp takes the bait, it really
ries to go places. We think it is
jood sport to fish for carp.

We had some delightful experi-
‘nces in the early trout season.
Jp on Elk Creek in the early days
f the season we took our limit on
\t least three occasions, and we
jot nice trout, too—12-inchers and
)etter. There's a spot up there
inder a cut-bank where there's a
ree lying in the channel—around

ind under that tree Millie caught
Hlice trout until the wording of the

F1 18w said she had her limit.

Our success together on Spring
3ranch was not so good, but we
lidn't go there until in July and
\ugust—then nobody was doing
'ery well. But on several occasions

went to Spring Branch alone—

"We won't u.r?‘un aboul the edibility of carp, but if properly prepared they are beller

lIowa State College photo.

. L] [] L] L] 1 L]

and I had excellent success. One
day with Curt Grigg, he took a
brown that beat five pounds. One
other day I took five beauties from
that pool just below the highway
bridge.

Opening morning for striped bass
found us at Bailey's Ford, using
garden worms for bait. We were
choicy about the size of the fish we
kept—but it took only about two
hours to get our limit—and we
went back to work at eight o'clock
in the morning. Other times we
went back to Bailey's Ford-—one
time the river was away up—Mil-
lie dropped a bait in a little pocket
among some weeds right along the
highway. To my surprise she got
a good strike and brought out a
two-pound channel.

The best smallmouth fishing we
had was on Silver Creek. While we
got no very big ones, we did get
plenty of bass that went better
than twelve inches. And the
strange thing is that they took
night-crawlers in preference to
minnows. Over at Quasqueton Mil-
lie took several smallmouth-—my
luck there wasn't so good with the
smallmouth.

Very early in the year we went

» L L] L] a L

f cided

out for chubs and suckers. One
day stands out big. We tried sev-
eral spots and didn't get a strike.
Finally we remembered a spot on
Penn Creek, southeast of Earl-
ville. The roads were muddy, but
we wallowed through. After park-
ing the car we went on a two-mile
hike—and didn't get a keeping
fish. We were pretty tired and
somewhat short tempered when we
got back to the car. Well, we de-
we'd try it right off the
bridge—right where we started.
Well, it wasn't a minute until we
got the first big black sucker—and
when we quit we had a dozen of
them.

That's fishing for you. You work
and wait and hope for four hours.
You give up. You try it once more.
In thirty minutes you have all the
fish you want.

Our first fishing for channels was
after the high waters subsided—
along in mid-June. That first day
we went to the dam at Delhi—and
hit it exactly right. Got a fine
string of channels—the bass sea-
son was open too—we gol some
beautiful bluegills and some big
crappies. Went up there several
times—never a disappointment, My
crowning event was the day I took
the eight-pound channel from the
fast water just below the wheel—
and I was using the six-ounce fly
rod,—Hopkinton Leader.

ONE SHOT BAGS RABBIT, FOX

N. A. McGuire, who lives south
of Lockridge, outsmarted a fox
who was more intent on catching a
rabbit than seeing the hunter. Mc-
Guire saw the chase, pulled up his
gun, fired, and saw the rabbit hit
the dust. The fox turned, disap-
peared in the brush. McGuire fol-
lowed the fox tracks and found
Reynard lying in a bush, dead. His
one shot had Kkilled both the fox
and the rabbit.—Burlington Hawk-
eye Gazette,

“The best conservation laws are
not found in the pages of our statute
books, but are engraved on the con-
science of the true sportsman.”

Anfnr: on the northeast lowa lrout streams reported excellent early trout fishing.
Jim Sherman photo,

Wardens Jales

Shop Talk From the Fleld

Charlie Adamson, Conservation
officer in charge of Scott county,
asks the $64 question: “Did you
ever see or hear of a spotted skunk
chasing a gray ground squirrel? I
was driving with my window down,
listening for shots, when I thought
I heard a ground squirrel whistle.
Almost at that instant a squirrel
came out of the grass along the
edge of the pavement twenty feet
ahead, followed by a civet cat close
behind. I could almost smell the
beautiful perfume as I put on the
brakes. However, I missed them
both. That civet was sure putting
the hotfoot on the squirrel and
making him whistle plenty."

George Kaufman, conservation
officer in charge of Allamakee and
Clayton counties, writes:

“In rambling over the hills I
find that there is a great increase
in the ruffed grouse population.
Nearly every place that has habitat
for grouse contains from one to a
dozen birds. I do not know why,
but every time I flush one it gives
me a big thrill. I think one reason
for the increase this year was the
wet spring which kept down the
burning of the hills and brush land.
Why land-owners burn off these
places is more than I can under-
stand. Burning is very bad and
does no good to man, birds, mam-
mals, soil or timber and stimulates
rapid water runoff and erosion of
our steep hill slopes.”

Verl Holmes, conservation of-
ficer in charge of Woodbury coun-
ty, writes the following:

“Just before Christmas, a doe
and two three-quarters grown
fawns visited in the residential
district of Sioux City. The kids
were all excited because théy
thought they were Santa Claus’
reindeer that wouldn’t be back up
north in time for the long sleigh
haul. Finally the deer worked
downtown and ended up back of
the police station. A couple of po-
licemen, aided by some bystanders,
herded the deer into the police ga-
rage. About this time, Walt Tru-
sell and T were called to get rid of
the deer. The police loaned us the
Black Maria which was backed
into the garage. The old doe and
the young doe hopped up into the
paddy wagon for a ride, but it took
us both several minutes and four
or five half-nelsons before the
young buck was placed in the pa-
trol wagon, We unloaded the deer
on the Missouri River bottom, and,
with the old doe in the lead, they
walked out on the river ice to the
open channel, jumped in, swam to
the ice edge on the other shore,
climbed out on the ice, and dis-

(Continued on page 8§)
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Indian Mounds . . .

(Continued from page 1)
mounds, some as much as 35 feet
in diameter,

All types of mounds found in this
area have been known to contain
some relics and human bone. More
relics have been found in the coni-
cal mounds than in any of the other
type, but even in these the arti-
facts have been fragmentary and
of no value to the souvenir hunter.
Many of the mounds have been
spoiled by vandals; some have been

excavated by archeologists; but
many have been undisturbed by
modern man,

Dr. Charles K. lieyes, Director

of the State Archeological survey,
has made a thorough and long-time
study of the mounds in this area.
Dr. seyes has stated that the rea-
son for erecting the mounds
clear,

It that
of a whole body
many contain only a collection of
human bones, apparently trom
many different bodies. It be-
lieved possible that these mounds
were built at some ceremonial time
and that each family brought a
part of the skeleton of the dead
members of their family to be in-
cluded in the mass burial,

seems instead of

15

Soil tests have shown that some
of the soil has been carried from
considerable distance, while other
parts of the mound apparently have
been scraped up nearby.

Effigies of the animals are al-
most always in profile on the right
side, with nose pointing down-
stream as if watching the old Mis-
sissippi roll down toward New Or-
leans. Reptiles and birds seen from
above also face down river.

The pottery found in the mounds,
for the most part, is reddish or dull
brown in color, rather soft, porous,
crumbly, and unpolished, but orna-
mented with designs impressed on
the clay with twisted cord. The few
chipped stone knives, drills, and

15 not ‘

burial |
in the mounds, |

Ellison Orr, one of the outstanding au
thorities on the Indian mounds of northeast

lowa, examines one of the rarely found
intact pieces ol burial pottery from the
McGregor area. Jim Sherman photo.

. ® - - [ ]

scrapers found in the mounds show
a high development among these
people as do the few other relics
that have been unearthed.

There are seven major groups of
mounds in this area. The Adams
group is one and one-quarter miles
south of the mouth of the Turkey
River on a high ridge overlooking
the Mississippi. It contains three
conical mounds and one the shape
of a huge woman, 70 x 145 feet.

North of the Adams group one-
quarter of a mile 1s a group con-
taining a long-tailed animal and ap-
parently following at its heel a
smaller, stubby-tailed quadruped.

The Turkey River group of ap-
proximately 57 mounds is located
at the junction of the Turkey and
Mississippl rivers.

The Sny-McGill group, six miles
south of McGregor, contains 94
mounds, two of them bird efhgies
with wingspread of almost 170
feet. The Sny-McGill group is one

| .
of the largest mound clusters in the

[Inited States.

High on the bluffs overlooking the Mississippi are found many prehistoric Indian

moundas.

animals. Jim Sherman pholo.

Some are effigy mounds constructed in the shape of bears, birds, and other

The Jennings-Liephart group 1s
three miles north of McGregor. This
association contains two linear,
three bird, and a procession of ten
bear effigy mounds.

On the bluff at the mouth of the
Yellow River are forty conical, lin-
ear, and efligy mounds. The largest
bear mound here is 70 feet wide and
140 feet long and five feet above the
surrounding surface.

The Fish Farm group is five miles
north of Lansing and contains thir-
ty mounds clustered in one acre.

The Sny-McGill

mounds are

owned by the Federal Government.
The Turkey River, Jennings-Liep-
hart, and the Turkey River Bluff
groups are state-owned and under
the control of the State Conserva-
tion Commission

Although most fish do not bury the hook
as deeply as the omnivorous bullhead,
thousands of under-sized fish returned to
the water die from injuries received at
the hands of the angler.

GAME BAG

The state of Missouri is follow-
ing the lead of other southern
states in abolishing all size limits
on fish.

According to the “Missouri Con-
servationist,” “The revolutionary
action of abolishing size limits up-
on all species is based upon stud-
ies of fish population and the rate
of harvesting, studies made not
only in Missouri but in other states
with comparable waters and in the
Tennessee Valley. The technicians
in this state, after lengthy survey,
came to the conclusion that Mis-
souri waters, particularly in the
larger lakes, are
fished because of their very na-
tures, sizes and carrying capacity

Fish are a crop; a lake is an
aquatic pasture, community-owned
and frequently over-stocked, a con-
dition that can cause poor fishing

not thoroughly |

quite as much as understocking.'” |

The creel limit remains the same

| do the rest.

but the angler may keep every fish
he catches whatever the length.

Will lowa remove size limits on
fish? At the present time the an-
swer awaits the results of stream
surveys the biology department has
been conducting in the last few
years,

In the writer's opinion, size lim-
its should be removed. One good
reason is the great loss of fish that
are returned to the stream now be-
cause they are not long enough
according to the present size limits.
A big share of the fish die from
handling and from being injured
by the hook. These could just as
well be kept and used for food,

Instead, under the existing laws,
the angler throws these undersize
fish back and continues to fish for
some that are long enough to keep,
sometimes Kkilling three times the
legal limit.

Removal of size limits is not
only good conservation but good
management. Put a thousand baby
chicks in a brooder house too small
for them, provide only half enough
feed and the final result will be a
large percentage of scrubs, a high
mortality rate and poor quality
poultry. True enough, there will
be some normal chickens and prob-
ably some that do exceptionally
well but at the expense of the ma-
jority.

The same theory applies to fish.

In nearly every case our lowa
streams are overstocked with fish
to the point where they compete
with each other for food. A sound
and economical method of alleviat-
ing this condition is to harvest
more of them to make more room
and more food for those remaining.

It is impossible to fish a body
of water to the point where the
brood stock is endangered because
the fish refuse to bite when natural
food 1s available. When food is
scarce fishing will be good, and
many will be caught. When the
population is reduced, making more
food for those that remain, the
fishing will be poor. Experiments
on some of the artificial lakes in
the state bear out this theory.

Where we attempt to improve
hunting and fishing by stocking
species already present we may be
hurting instead of helping by con-
tributing to the crowded conditions
already existing in our fields and
streams. Restocking fish and game,
except where the species does not
exist or where natural reproduc-
tion is curtailed, is a waste of time
and money, A better plan of pro-
cedure and one that will bring
tangible returns is to improve the
habitat or the places where our
game lives. Mother Nature will
Milo F. Gerry, Water-
loo Courier.

Carp were brought into the United
States in 1876. Originally this fish
was only native to China; however,
through the efforts of man It was

transported to Europe in the thir-
teenth century. Later in the six-
teenth century It was carried to

England. Now it may be found the
world over. In the Great Liakes com-
mercial fishermen take over flve mil-
lion pounds of carp each year. The
carp belongs to the minnow family
of fishes.
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“Compatpnt service cannot be given by persons under constan! tension because of
compensation inadequate to meet ordinary living costs, and employees of the Com-
mission are among those hardest hit by rising prices and inflated economy.” M. E.

Stempel photo.
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page 1)

lake restoration. construction of arti-
ficial lakes and stream improvements.
Artificial propagation and stocking can
do little more than maintain present
stocks of fish until improvement pro-
grams make the waters capable of sus-
taining greater fish populations.

(Continued from

The forestry and stream improve-
ment programs, both the responsibility
of the Conservation Commission, and
the soil control  program,
which is not now legally within Com-
mission jurisdiction but which is vital
to the success of many of its projects,
have not Kept pace with those pre-
viously mentioned.

#
Crosion

lowa, with the nation’s most com-
pletely farmed land surface, has been
slow in applying good land manage-
menl practices designed to prevent
deterioration of its rich soils.

While soil erosion control has not
been considered a responsibility of
the Conservation Commission, good
land management is such an important
factor in the success or failure of many
of its projects that it must be stressed
in evaluating the results of its work
and weighing chances of future
success,

is

The forestry program has not had
adequate appropriations and has
lacked wide popular support and ag-
gressive leadership by the Conserva-
tion Commission,

The stream improvement program
has not moved ahead as rapidly as
other phases of the twenty-five vear
plan. This work is intimately related
to soil erosion control and results will
be difficult to obtain until good land
management is practiced within the
watershed of streams on which work
is done,

Stream improvement efforts are not
as certain to prm]u{‘e results nor will
results be as easily demonstrated to
the public as those obtained by the
construction of artificial lakes: never-
theless, such work is a vital part of the
overall conservation plan. The Com.
mission has studies underway designed
to develop a stream improvement pro-

. gram. This is a correct approach to

. - » L L L L]

this complicated problem and should
be pushed vigorously.

BASIC LEGISLATION

The basie legislation under which
the Commission operates is good—in
fact better than in the majority of
states. The Commission has operated
with much better than average suec-
cess in carrying out its functions and
programs, a fact which indicates the
soundness of conservation laws.

Certain amendments to these laws
are desirable to provide better admin-
istration and these are indicated in de-
tail later in the report.

The most serious gaps in the general
conservation laws are the confusing
financial set-up under which the Com-
mission operates, the lack of adequate
laws to control pollution of publicly
owned waters and the weakness of the
Soil Conservation Districts Aet,

Experience in other states has shown
that police power vested in the soil
conservation districts is necessary to
prevent an occasional land oewner from
rendering ineffective the efforts of ad-
joining owners.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION

The Commission is established as an
independent ageney with wide powers
to carry on ils operations within the
general laws of the state. It is author-
ized to: Employ personnel: fix stand-
ards of employment; fix salaries (sub-
ject to the approval of the Comptrol-
ler or the Executive Council) except
those of the Director and the Conser-
vation Officers which are fixed by law;
employ a Director and on his recom.
mendation

to establish other posi-
tions; dismiss employees upon the
Director’s recommendation; make

regulations governing the taking of
game and fish; purchase lands for con-
servation purposes; establish refuges;
propagate game and fish; establish
and maintain parks and state forests;
practice forestry; oult certain
soil erosion control programs when
necessary to protect publicly
waters; and to carry out a wide va-
riety of conservation projects.

The overall accomplishments of this
important Commission have been

carry

o

owned |

| give them a better concept of

good. The Commissioners are deeply
interested in the work for which they
are responsible and have devoted
much time and effort to it. Mistakes,
inevitable in any constructive pro-
gram, have undoubtedly been made,
but there is no evidence to indicate
that they have been anything more
than errors in judgment.

The greatest single weakness in the
present organization is that of totally
inadequate pay scales. Compensation
for all employees from the Director
down is far below that of successful
competitive conservalion organizations
in other states. The result has been
that the young men employed by the
Commission have often been hired by
other conservation organizations
soon as their work became outstand-
ing. Only employees who chose to
remain for personal reasons and those
whose work has not yet been outstand-
ing enough to attract other offers have
remained.

as

There are valuable employees with
long experience and good young men
with excellent training who will de-
velop with experience. There are,
however, too few employees with from
five to ten vears experience added to
their technical training. Normally this
class of employees would be able to
shoulder the burden of the expanding
conservation program. Due the
shortage of men in this group the high-
er administrative officers who should
be doing the overall thinking, plan-
ning and coordinating, are over-
whelmed with detail work.

Lo

lowa has trained many men in the
past hiteen years who are now work-
ing in widely scattered states at far
higher salaries than corresponding
positions under the lowa Conservation
Commission. Salaries of all positions
from that of Director down must be
increased by a minimum of fifty per
cent if this state is 1o compete with
other agencies who are bidding for the
services of trained and experienced
individuals.

This situation is caused by two con-
ditions, the legislative fixing of certain

“It is evident thal a irainin

would result in a better infcrmed stafi.'”

salaries including that of the Director,
and by the fact that pay scales must
be approved by the Comptroller or the
Executive Council as well as the Com-
mission. To correct this situation cer-
tain legislation is recommended. In
addition to legislation a comprehens-
ive program of salary revision by the
Executive Council and the Commission
will be necessary.

This investigation was requested by
the and the Commission
because of reports alleging political
interference, differences between the
Governor and Commission, and fric-
tion within the staff of the Commis-
sion.

Governor

Careful inquiry has failed 1o pro-
duce any evidence of political inter-
ference in the affairs of the Commis.
sion by any elected officer. Neither
has any evidence indicated that the
Governor has attempted to dictate ap-
pointments to positions on the staff.
There have been two occasions on
which he has issued instructions to
the Commission regarding the assign-
ments of individuals already on the
staff. These constitute the only in-
dication of any infringment on the
duties of the Commission. The Gov-
ernor has suggestions regard-
ing the operation of the Commission
with which the Commission has not
always agreed but there is no evidence
of political pressure to force compli-
ance with such suggestions.

On several Commission
recommendations designed to correct
at least partially the inade-
(quate r-;ll;trj- rates have not been ap-
proved. This failure to act has han.
dicapped efforts to add to the staff
and to attract and hold better men.
There have also been delays in ob-
taining approval of land acquisition
proposals which have slowed up the
work.

made

OCCasions

present

Reports of political pressure to ae-
cept certain projects have come to
attention, The more recent of these
are the Osceola Allerton
VOIrs,

and reser-

(Continued on page 6)

program, both for new and present employees, lo
eir part in the rapidly growing conservation program
Jim Sherman photo.
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“The educational program is
problems involved in carrying on a conservation program in an intensively farmed
s ale an educational program, particularly in the schools, is a vital necessity.” Jim
Sherman phoflo.
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The Osceola reservoir was given to
the state free of encumbrance. It has
provided good fishing in the past, but
the dam is in need of repairs which
may make it an expensive gift. Local
groups pressed the state to take over
this unit, but political pressure, if
any, on this project other than that
from local groups is difficult to estab-
lish. Delay in approving other land
acquisition projects may have been
used as a means of pressure Lo secure
action on this project.

The Allerton reservoir purchase was
authorized twice by special legislation.
A III'U[]uu-(I 1nlr|'1i:l.-r: contract under
the first authorization was rejected on
the Attorney
cause of unacceptable reservations. A
later bill passed by the legislature and
signed by the Governor gave the Com-
mission authority to pass on the title
and the reservoir was purchased, after
further conference with the Attorney
General. It would appear from this
record that if any mistake was made
the legislature, the Governor and the
the

advice of (eneral be-

Conservation Commission share
responsibility for it.

It might be stated that old reser-
voirs are often of questionable value.
Siltation of a
value for fishing and ultimately for
uses. Such projects should be
included in the state
ment program only after careful sur-
veys indicate a sufficiently long life to
justify cost of needed repairs and sub-
maintenance.

reservolr decreases 1ts
other

waler manage-

sequent

Reported friction within the staff
undoubtedly existed and stull exists.

A certain amount of office gossip,
resentment by indi-
viduals whose viewpoint has not pre-
vailed in determining policies and the

expressions ol

voicing of disappointment when a pro-
motion is given to some other person,
15 inevitable in any organization, On
some occasions too much attention has
been paid to such talk by both the
Commission and higher administra-
tive officials.
Expressions of varying viewpoints

within the stafl are healthy and should

good as far as it goes, but in view of the tremendous

be encouraged prior to making de-
cisions and P.-l;llr“m]lill;: [mlirit‘-». This
insures the presentation of various
aspects of the problem, utilizes the
ability and experience of all staff mem-
bers and provides a broader basis for
than would be possible
without such free expression.

a decision

Differences of opinion become harm-
ful whenever they are carried outside
the organization after a decision has
been made. This has unquestionably
oceurred frequently and was partici-
Il.lh'd in II} some of the present as
well as some of the recently dismissed
personnel.  Such actions should be
grounds for dismissal since no organi-
zation can carry out an efficient pro-
gram unless established decisions and
loyally supported. No
person, however able, is of use unless
that person is a loyal member of the
organization.

policies are

There is evidence that employees
have developed or at-
tempted to develop outside pressures

on  occasion
to insure the adoption of proposed
programs by the Commission. Such a
practice makes it dificult for an or-
ganization to develop an intelligent
program and employees who use it
should be dismissed.

Staff difficulties have also undoubt-
edly been accentuated by the low sal-
ary scale and the uncertainty that it
individuals, Competent
service cannol be given by persons
under constant tension because of
compensation inadequate Lo meel or-
dinary living costs and employees of
the Commission are among those hit
hardest by rising prices and an in-
flated economy.

Another cause of staff difhculties is
the lack of anv clear cut line of de-
marcation between the policy making
functions of the Commission and the
administrative duties of the staff. This
condition can only result in bickering
among the personnel and a confused
feeling of trving to serve many mas-
lers.

Causes Lo

The minutes of the Commission for
March 1947 contain a statement of
policies and functions of the Commis-
the Director in which the

sion and

for it
self that are a mixture of policy and
administrative functions. This state.
ment needs revision and clarification.

The Commission, consisting of seven
citizens meeting at intervals, cannot
well handle administrative matters, It
that it define its
include the following
types of activities:

. Outlining major policies and pro-
grams,

2. Approving projects to carry oul
the program.

3. Adopting administrative orders.

. Carrying out sufficient inspection
to determine that its policies and pro-
grams are adequately executed,

5. Approving qualifications and sal-
ary rates for personnel.

b, 51’11‘:'!i|‘lg a Director to be held
responsible for administration,

7. Approving personnel recommend-
ed by the Director.

In the interests of good adminis-
tration the Commissioners should not,
as a gronp, or individually, issue in-
structions or orders to any subordi-
nate. Commissioners should not per-
mit employees to discuss with them
their individual problems or assign-
ments but should establish a system
whereby information
reach the Commission through regular
channels, The that de-
velop when official business is han-
dled on a personal rather than an im-
contributes to  poor
effort should be
made to avoid such effects,

Information has been received and

Commission reserves powers

is recommended
functions lo

appeals and

uncertainties

personal  basis

morale and every

evidence found that on some occasions
Commissioners have issued direct or-

der= 1o employees; that inspections of
proposed purchase areas have been
made without the presence of staff
members: that inspections have been
made of work projects in the field with-
out giving the responsible employee
any opportunity lo present informa-
tion, and that individual Commission-
ers spend much time with certain em-
Such actions are indications
of a fundamental difficulty, namely,
the failure of the Commission to dis-
tinguish clearly between its own pol-
icy making functions and the admin-
istrative functions which should be
delegated to the Director. No Di-
rector, however competent, can build
and maintain an efficient organization
if there is any confusion in his mind

plovees.

or in that of the staff members re-
garding his  authority as adminis-
trator,

The files of the Commission contiain
a memorandum dated October 17,
1946, outlining the duties of the key
personnel which could be expanded
to include an outline of the duties and
responsibility of each £m-
plovees.

class of

In addition to a job eclassification
there is need for an outline of quali-
fications for each class of employees.
These should provide educational or
experience requirements, or both. At
the present time there is no accepted
standards for judging the qualifica-
tions of applicants for the wvarious
positions,

It is evident that a training program
both for new and present employees
to give them a better concept of their
part in the rapidly growing conserva-

(Continued on page 7)

The report recommends that “biol
cooperative unit plan and that the fis
immediale and pressing problems.”

ical research be continued under the present
eries research be expanded to cover the mos!

Ju
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tion program would result in a better
informed staff.

The Commission has full power, on
the recommendation of the Director,
to discharge any employee but has
seldom used that right. The records
show that it has preferred to try per-
sons not completely satisfactory in
one position in other assignments be-
fore dismissal. While such a poliey
has much to commend it. there is
room for improvement in the handling
of personnel problems.

The staff is at present undermanned
lo carry out the program for which
funds have already provided.
This is particularly true in the units
directly responsible for carrying out
the capital improvement program.

At present all biological research
work is earried on in the cooperative
unit at Towa State College. Largely
because it has been underway longer
more basic information is available
in the game than in the fisheries field.
The latter needs expansion to provide
definite information needed for the
better management of streams and
lakes. Such research should for the
present be directed toward solution of
the most pressing management prob-
lems,

The educational program is good as
far as it goes, but in view of the tre-
mendous problems involved in carry-
ing on a conservation program in an
intensively farmed state an education-
al program, particularly in the schools,
is a vital necessity, The records show
that conservation officers and other
personnel carry on work designed to
inform the people on basic conserva-
tion problems. However, the present
public relations staff cannot prepare
basic material necessary for such im-
portant work in addition to present
assignments.

I]t"{'ll

FUNDS

lowa is mindful of the importance
of these basie natural resources and
is inclined to be generous with funds
for such work. Money available to
the Conservation Commission has in-
creased in each of the last three fiscal
vears,

The total funds for each fiscal vear
are:

*Tuly 1, 1944

June 30, 1945 _____ & 851.559.95
Julv 1, 1945.

June 30, 1946_______  1.020.933.14
July 1, 1946-

June 30, 1947 _________ 3.943.496.82

*A bnlance of 8500,936.62 wns avail-
nble on July 1, 1944,

Included in this are legislative ap-
propriations and the seven months re-
ceipts under the inecreased hunting
and fishing license fees provided by
the last legislature. From April 1,
1947, to December 1. 1947, receipts in
dollars were 32.07 per cent greater
than the corresponding period in the
preceding fiscal year and the number
of licenses sold decreased onlv 9.78
per cent in the same period. Indica.
tions are that license sales in Novem-
ber and not yet entirely reported will
cut the reported decrease in the num-
ber of licenses sold.

E

PLAN 1O WILOUFE O YOUR FARM

The joint report recommends tha! increased efforts be made by the Conservation
Commission to promote closer working relationship with those living on the land.
M. E. Stempel photo.

L = . L] - L]

There has been little protest
this increase which indicates a grow-
ing appreciation by hunters and fish-
ermen of the necessity of providing
funds to do the job. As the present
habitat improvement program in co-
operation with soil conservation dis-
tricts gains momentum and stream
improvement programs follow, more
funds will be needed. Towa license
fees are still relatively low and it is
probable that another increase would
be acceptable to license buyers when
they see the results of work accom-
plished.

RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR LEGISLATION

It is recommended that:

(1) The Soil Conservation Districts
Law (Chap. 160, Towa Code, 1946) be
amended to give to the districts power
to compel compliance with soil ero-
sion and water control programs
adopted by the districts,

over

Comment: The lack of authority to
force compliance by a few land own-
ers can render this program ineffec-
tive. This is the most serious defect
in conservation legislation found in
this study. While soil erosion con-
trol is not a direct responsibility of
the Conservation Commission, the
lack of an adequate soil conservation
program can render futile many of
its efforts to improve streams and pro-
vide better wildlife habitat,

(2) A greatly increased state appro-
priation be made available to the
State Soil Conservation Committee
for more intensive soil erosion
trol activities and a strong corps of
engineers and other soil erosion con-
trol technicians be provided to assist
organized soil conservation distriets
in accelerating work programs. Fed-
eral technicians of the U. S. Soil Con-
servation Service are far too few to

Corn-

assist in developing comprehensive
plans rapidly enough to meet the
basic economic and conservation

needs of the state. The Conservation
Commission and the State Soil Con-
servation Committee should work
closely together in this most important
effort.

(3) Legislation pro-
hibiting the dumping of raw sewage
or industrial wastes into natural or
artificial lakes.

be enacted

(4) The Commission be relieved of
the responsibility for boat inspection
and water navigation regulations.

Comment: This more properly be-
longs in some state service carrying
out similar duties.

(5) Legislation be passed authoriz-
ing the use of funds for training of
personnel both before and after in-
itial employment.

(6) Section 107.21, Code 1946, creat-
ing three divisions within the Conser-
vation Department be repealed and
that responsibility for departmental
organization be left with the Commis-
sion,

Comment: Division organization is
a matter of distributing the work load.
With an expanding and changing
conservation program the Commis-
sion should have the power to re-
organize the department to meet
changing conditions.
(7) 50 G. A. Chap. 84 be amended
permit habitat improvement by
planting of trees, shrubs and other
vegetation on private lands,

to

(8) The numerous special and loeal
laws regulating the taking of fur bear-
ing mammals and fish be repealed and
leave suitable regulations to the Com-
mission under the authority already
granted under Section 109.38 and sub-
sequent paragraphs.

Comment: Tt may be desirable to
prepare new legislation ecarrying cer-
tain definitions scattered through these
various acts but even so the law counld
be greatly simplified.

(9) Section 107.12, Code 1946, which
fixes the salary of the Director and
107.13, Code 1946. which. among other
things. fixes a maximum compensa-
tion for conservation officers, be
amended by striking out the salary
fixing provisions of each paragraph.

Comment: It is difficult build
an efficient staff when
the compensations of some are fixed

1o
and maintain
by law and others are not.

(10) Present legislation be amended
to place supervisory control of Com-
mission expenditures and compensa-
tion schedules in one agency.

Comment: At the present time
there are two agencies legally exer-
cising such control over parts of the
operations, namely, the Comptroller
and the Executive Council.

RECOMMENDATIONS ON
ORGANIZATION AND

OPERATION
It is recommended that:
(1) There be a clear cut under-

standing of the relationship between
the Governor and the Commission.
The Governor should be informed of
the operation and programs of the
Commission but should not interefere
in In-r--nlllwl and operalion affairs.

The responsibility for the conser-
vation program rests primarily with
the Commission. The Executive Coun-
cil has the responsibility for review-
ing proposed land acquisition pro-
grams and compensation paid to em-
plovees. It is essential that this right
of review be exercised carefully to
insure necessary consideration of pro-
posals without undue delay to the
overall program. (The many and
varied duties imposed on the Execu-
tive Council comprised of officials who
already have heavy responsibilities
causes wonder that time can be found
to give consideration to any project.)

(2) The
clearly define its own functions and
relationships with its staff, retaining
for itself only policy making and re-
view functions,

Conservation Commission

(3) The Director outline and clear-
ly define the duties and responsibility
of persons occupying each type of
position in the staff and that as new
positions are established. similar
definitions be formulated.

(4) Qualifications necessary for ap-
plicants for each type of position be
established and used in the selection
of personnel either for promotion or
initial employment.

(5) The present policy of promotion
from within the staff followed
where qualified persons are available
but that this policy should be flexible
enough to permit the employment of
better qualified individuals from other
sources.

(6) Immediate efforts be made 1o
increase the salary scale to a point
where qualified personnel can be at-
tracted and held on the staff. (Unless
this can be done it will become in-
creasingly difficult to develop and
carry out efficiently the expanded pro-
gram.)

(7) Enough new positions, includ-
ing (foresters, biologists
and engineers) be established to carry
on the studies necessary to provide
adequate information for development
of projects and to secure more com-

he

technicians

prehensive data on which the regula-
tion of the annual harvest of fish and
game can be based.
(8) Biological
tinued under the present cooperative
unit plan and that the fisheries re-
search be expanded to cover the most
immediate and problems.
(9) The public relations personnel
be increased in order to furnish con-
servation to the pu blic
schools and to inaugurate a coopera-

j'r.-r*;i]’rll 1u' con-

pressing

material

tive educational program with school
officials and those of other organiza-
tions.
(101 A
Plls]hlnu"- .'III!I
for present w-lrlplznw'- be started, Thas

for

training

Iraining program new

“refresher”

K

(Continued aon page
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(Continued from page 7)
training should inform employees of.
among other things:

(a) The legal authority and legal
limitations under which the
vation Commission operates,

(.onser-

{h) The extent of the work of the
Commission and the organization of
the staff 10 oul.

(¢) The duties and responsibilities
of the .iulj 1o which t‘l'lll'l]ii}t'i' 1< to be

carry it

assigned.

(d)} The proper cooperative relation.

ship with other employees. with mem:- |

bhers of other conservation organiza-
tions and with the public.

(e) Standards of conduct expected
from emplovees,

(f) Special instructions
methods involved in the job te which
he is assigned.

(11) That the Director establish a

system of warning employees whose

on

lowing purposes:

Comment: Many states are now pur-
chasing extensive strips of stream bot-
tom lands for one or more of the fol-
To In'u'.itlt' ;Hllllil'
access to the streams: 1o ::i\'t- control
of the banks for stream bank protec-
tion; to permit revegelation and re-
to help
in flood control: to provide wildlife
habitar.

forestation of eroding areas:

(6) The general forestry program be |

pushed to bring it up with other

phases of the twentv-five vear plan.
This work should, among other things,
furnish technieal assistunce to private
forest owners. ]J]‘ﬂ\'il]r* proper forest
management on  stale owned forest
lands, provide for acquisition of addi-
tional lands to block in ownership of

established areas. consider the estab-

AN Y | Jichment of additional purchase areas

and provide for an expansion of the
forest nursery to produce several mil-
lion trees annually for reforestation.
windbreaks and wildlife ;ﬂunlinﬂw.

|

’the Storm Lake Boy Scouts on a
winter feeding program in which
we were using Christmas trees with
which to build feeding stations.
The Storm Lake Pilot Tribune, our
| local paper, had asked the good
people to put their Christmas trees

Wardens' Tales . ..

(Continued from page 3)
appeared into the willows on the
| Nebraska bank."

| rf_.r_|:1:~'.rrj'»'£1I‘.um Officer Warren | ;.4 on the parking where the Boy
| Wilson, in i_‘hﬂ]"’;.:'l" of Boone and Scouts would p"k them up bv
Story counties. sends along this|ypyck. There was a lot of snow on

hair-raiser:
“Lee Berkley and I were making |

the ground and some of the trees
were placed in the drifts in an up-

9 SAVEL trip on the Des Moines | riont position. Some were frozen
i > . ¥ + ¥ ¥ i .

River, uhtfh was bank full and|:. the snow and it took a lot of
really moving along. Lee was at|,lling to get them loose. I saw

the motor and 1 was watching the
bank for diddy poles, trot lines, |
etc. As we approached Frazer Dam
[ told Lee I thought we could run
it at a low spot and save portaging.
Lee slipped the boat down a little

one that still had considerable tin-
sel hanging from the branches. I
went into the yard to get it but it
stuck tight. I was jerking and
| pulling for all I was worth when
the front door of the house opened

Iu]trsvr tn. the 1.151111 so I could find and a man stuck his head out.
| the opening. We got too n::lc;r:_«'t- and asking in no uncertain terms what
I yelled for him to take it up- I was trying to do. It was theh
stream, but it was too late. The | =

that T discovered that the tree was

work is unsatisfactory. This might | _ : st e Ao | tow caught us and over the dam| o, wine there and had been deco-
. v . i Nnercase enores b e L Fi i 3 e 1 » ; -

consist of a statement of the deficien- comite: oser working: relaitondiio we went, motor first. We hit the |, ¢e4 during the holidays. After I

. = . Wromole =i Wi ¥ B M= 4 - 3 # s - e - " - - .

cies in the work. or suggestions of pos- ! P | boil and it gave us a spin, turning | explained what we were doing

with those living on the land. The co-| 45 into the trough, and there we |

, _ everything was cleared up and we
sat, motor going full gun but the |

had a good laugh., Boy, I'm sure

sible wavs of improvement along with

. : : : operative program with =oil conserva-
a specific warning that failure to im. ' SOk

prove could only result in a recom- tion: districts and ety Al .I‘“r boat not moving S Inch. “fm{'rlglzui [ didn't pull that tree out by
mendation for demotion or dismissal. the development of wildlife habitat started to come in on both sides t-ht" roots."”
\ record of such warning should be and the enlarged forestry program sug-| and, believe me, Lee and I were
made part of that emplovee’s record gested represon: the greatest apparent | doing some serious thinking. T still \
itk the dreanization. opportunity now available to accom-| qon't know what happened, but all | - Coe "0 . |
i AN plish this purpose and increase wild-| of 3 sudden the motor caught some 'he Mason City Globe Gazette -
I{I-Ti{it}?\}lﬁi}:}f:{l‘l“\;l;;I_\.‘-« life I"'j*jil"‘li‘f"- _ | sound water and the h;_:‘nt pulled 11‘3‘”‘5””?*1' f:"’“*"‘“."'_illﬁ_ t“"‘_ “_“”Jﬁ?k ‘
rRA (8) That fishery management pro- sway from the dam. Right then  Stevens, conservation officer 1In .

It is recommended that: grams be frankly tied closely to the | gnd there I learned to respect the charge of Cerro (}ul‘dfi county:

(1) The program for working with development of farm ponds and new tremendous pull of moving cur- “When Jack was collecting pheas- *
-|mrl-nn*n"- groups and soil conserva- artificial lakes. the restoration of natu- rent."” ant legs during the ph.easant sea- \
tion districts be pushed and adequate | ral lakes, the abatement of pollution, | gL | son for the state biologists' survey, N
technical help be provided to insure | stream improvement and soil erosion he found a bunch at one of the IvIEE' pu
Mmaximum conservation advantage control. | Frank Starr, conservation officer | son City depositories tagged this _
from such II‘UHIH'I'-IH\'!' efforts. | Comment: It should be !‘I"l'tl}:l!iiﬂt'll 1n I'Tlﬂl‘gt of Buena Vista and way: ‘Jack I know that meat 1s 17l

Comment: Various projects will|that the success of these basie pn..H."hernkee counties, writes: high and Tht‘? w:tn]fin:i' wages are ]
need assistance from biologists, for-| grams furnishes the only possible “T sure feel like the prm'erlnul|hn.v. but I didn’t think that you'd Ser
vsters ‘””[ p"l:ij”.t.l-_, i”"l such service l'll;ll!t'l' lo Inerease present fi<h IH'anu['. eager beaver. 1 was \\'lll'}(iﬂg with | have to resort to this.'" We
should be available where needed. tion. . ] ) . X . - 5 ; - . - . gel

(2) As rapidly as possible areas Notir TRe: Tenommendationamon 1
owned |r}' the Commission be treated | programs have bheen :-:.nnn...[ to WA i oa
with such soil conservation nn-.thudn Ew.'.l-“,:.-' "H“'""I"'.""I_‘:‘__:“l_“‘I'ITL 'I‘[’]*:"”':‘i:;:}’-"}'lfi’:: cla
as are necessary o uhl;ull maximum | jot progressed as rapidly as others
values from the land and a.t't the same ;I’;:L..:I:-l:il‘;.TTii'[i.'}:lil1]:1-1.'::rl!II*T.:::-'::'lil*:ﬂ.“ h,"hl."l:.'ff:_‘ Vel
Lime ]lru\r’i{l{' a demonstration of ;..'.UIHI toration of nntural lakes and marsh- thi
land and wildlife management. st GRS B G LS e ex

(3) In continuing the lake IMProve: | docs not imply that these programs m;
ment program which is relatively far j‘.fl‘l"f::;;TF_I"]”‘-I=;:'I’I't'_f*';f"l";lr'l*T"‘h:‘ll*'l‘l__"”" be th
advanced, dredging should be carried ' A e ' Wl
on in additional lakes only after the  The Committee suggests, with the rer
most careful studies in the light of | coneurrence of Dr. Gabrielson, that the
past experience. it be continued for the purpose of fol-

Comment: Data on lakes already I|m-.ir1g through on the recommenda- ‘-:c-:
dredged and others 10 be dredged in- | tions in this report. thy
dicate that in some cases other and Yo
less expensive methods might accom: A meeting was held by the Gover- Iy
plish the same results. nors Conservation Study Committee Th.

(4) Present studies on streams be | ;nd Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson. engaged We
continued and that stream IMprove- | in a similar ,41"1} for the Conserva- ser
ments be initiated 1o the extent found | 1i4 Commission at Des Moines on Sca
feasible. December 18, 1947, fa

Comment: In the futare the rivers After due consideration it was br
of the state must provide a greater Cagreed to present a joint report with 5‘1];*
share of the total fishing and other |, copy each to Governor Robert D. tr{."
recreational demands. Such a program | Blue and the Conservation Commis- Sty
should as far as it is possible be in- jon. :
tegrated with sound soil erosion con- Signed: tais
trol programs on adjoining lands if Ira N. Gabrielson bl
maximum values are to be obtained. J. T. Dvkhouse 4

(5) Studies be made of the feasi- W. J. Kilpatrick 2re
bility of purchasing overflow lands Theo. Klemesrud Wa,
along the rivers by combining the H. I.. Zigrang Ang
needs of stream h”l”.”“'."“.m“ fqui. Roberv K. Bach | Under the watchful eye of a Sioux City police officer the wayward doe and her two Pel]
sition  of access areas, toresiry and Glen B. Law ICIW:.SG-:!WCE' t;ac urﬁv:l of the paddy wagon in the police slalion garage. George all

partial flood control programs. D. C. Kern Newman photo-courtesy Sioux City Journal.
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