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This Is part of the 724 young birds released in early October.
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abling them to better survive in the heretofore apparently unfavorable
southern Iowa environment, all birds in the current program are being
raised from this southwestern Iowa stock. As yet, there is no definite
proof that a different strain of pheasant exists in the southwest.
Several research projects are underway right now at the Cooperative
Wildlife Research Unit at Iowa State University, Ames, in an attempt
to answer this question and to unravel the mystery of why pheasants
have never really taken hold in southern lowa.

An experiment in mass stocking

Eugene D. Klonglan
Game Blologist

mass stocking of 1,000 pheasants, 435 cocks and 565 hens was
'@ this summer and early fall in northeastern Henry County be-
€N Winfield and Olds. Ninety-three adult cocks, the spring surplus
he Wildlife Research and Exlﬁiibit Station near Boone, were liberated
late April; 18 cocks and 165 hens. the 1962 brood stock at the About half of the full-grown young birds liberated in October were
‘earch Station, were released in mid-July: and a mass planting of raised from brood stock wild-trapped last winter near Creston. The
young birds was made in early October. The release of these birds remainder were from stock raised in captivity from birds wild-trapped
”m_thr_:r step In a program ;1':bnu*d at increasing ringneck popula- there two winters ago. Consequently, none of the birds were more
‘5 In the southeastern part of the state (see “Ring Necks Invade than two generations removed from the wild, an important feature of
Itheast Iowa"” in May 1961 COSERVATIONIST). First emphasis 1is the present program. Such birds retain more of their inherent wildness
12 placed on the block of seven counties in the far southeast corner and their capacity to survive after being released than birds which
'Ch now has a closed season on pheasants. It is hoped this experi- have a pen-raised history of many generations. Young chicks raised
OL will result in huntable populations here in the not-too-distant from the wild-trapped stock have proven to be much wilder than
L'irl:. chicks raised from stock held over in pens vear after year.
H""‘”g the past decade there has been a rapid build-up of pheasant Another important concept in the present experiment is the idea
B s i D 08 TG G et ks ekt T PULOR ol 6 e B0 or v 100
+ from the development of some hidden trait, or adaptation, en- (Continued on page 87)
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Gun Casualties for July, August, September, 196
INTENTIONATL FIRING
Number of
Fatal

Casunlties
_‘\-H" Aat

Victimm moved i ne of fnre ()
Victi mistaken 1or gami 1
Ricocheting b ' 0
ININTENTIONAL FIRING
Shooter stumbled and fell 3
Trigger caught on brush or other object ()
Horse plav (didn't kno o1in was loaded 1
Crossing fence or other obstacl 2
L.oading or unloading weapon (
Defective weapon () .
Gun discharged while handling 2 s
Removing weapon {rom case or rack () 5

TOTALS 8 L
CASUALTIES BY MONTH
Fatal
July 1

August 0 l

H.*I:Ir']nlu-]' f

TOTALS 8 14
KIND OF GAME HUNTI

Squirrel

KIND OF WEAPON USED
lifle 10)
Shotgun |
Handgun D
Twelve casualties and Ol fatalities were
weapon., ‘T'hirteen casualties non-hunting
of the shooters involved in these casualties had Hunter Safety Trainil

*

Target
None
thetr O
Only

:"I.

accidents

the victims
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& ontails breed from

OWA MAMMALS

Eldie Mustard
Game Biologist
BASTERN COTTONTAIL
Sylvilagus floridanus
tification — Upper parts are
n with a tinge of reddish on
of neck. Underparts are
@ as is underside of the fa-
11 {'HTTHH*{!IIIT—]I‘{I' tail. I,r'-"]t;'_.’,T_hH
from 15 to 18 inches and
rhts vary from 2 to 4 pounds.
measure 2.5 to 3.0 inches
ge—Throughout Iowa.
itat—Almost anywhere. but
ers areas affording thicket
‘hes and brush piles for escape
1
roduction— Extremely prolific
late winter

the fall and mayv produce
3 litters each vear. The ges-
n period is 28 days and the

ale may be
young day old
rg, averaging about 4
placed in a

bred
one

acain before

are

)
ng, are small well

cealed cavitly or depression
ch is lined with grass and

fur from the mother. She
irms at intervals to nurse the
ng which are on their own

n about
nts—The
agile; it

15 i’tu}'ﬁ old
cottontail is
relies on

~iIh‘!‘l 1_‘.,'
bursts of

'd to gain escape cover in a
Ket or brush pile so it can
de pursuers. Its food consists
a wide variety of vegetation
uding corn, alfalfa, clover, ap-
and bark of trees. They are
it active in evening and early
ning and are also fairly active
night.
tus—lowa's most widely hunt-

mammal.
nishes

the cottontail rabbit
more recreation than
of our other game mammals.
i Of primary importance in the
ince of nature because it serves
tood for many of our wildlife
dators which takes the ‘“pres-
e" off some of our less produc-

game species. While many
dators prey on rabbits, this in
If is not usually serious
se Lhey are so prolific; the
oval of protective cover is a
greater threat to a rabbit pop-
tion than are predators. Cot-
tails can do severe damage to
hards and ornamental shrubs,

such losses can usually be
ided by wrapping or using re-
lents. Properly prepared rabbit

be-

4 gastronomic delight and is
itself an ample award for a

s hunt. Jowa has a long open
S0n on the cottontail rabbit
' year to allow for sport and
Vest of the annual surplus.

UTE-TAILED JACK RABBIT
Lepus townsendii
Ntification — Large size with
& €ars and long legs. Has black-
Ped ears in all seasons and a
\rly all white tail. Grayish brown
Per parts with whitish under-
"1S in summer, but almost all
b oy : Lengths range
b to 25 inches with 3.00 to
Y Inch tail, Ears are 5 to 6
hes long, Weights vary from

IOWA

_—

CONSERVATIONIST

S

| Shorman

The cars of the jackrabbit are normally twice as long as the ears of cottontail.

5 to 10 pounds, with females largel
than males

Range—Most abundant in
western Iowa, but
in all counties except

north
found

Van

has been

avis.

Buren, Lee, and Henry in south-
eastern lowa.

Habitat—Primarily In more open
country, cultivated fields, and pas-

tures.
Reproduction

Senson

Breeding

lasts from April to August and
there may be 2 to 3 litters per
yvear in Iowa. Litter sizes range

from 1 to 7 with an average of

3 to 4. The gestation period 18
unknown, but is apparently over
40 days. Jack rabbits do not con-
struct nests and young are born

in the open.

Habits—One of the animal
dom’s fleetest runners, jack
bits run to escape enemies instead
of attempting to hide like cotton-
tails: however, they may “frecze”
until they think they are sighted
before they run to escape. They
are most active in early morning
late afternoon, night, with
most of the daylight hours spent
in forms or shallow depressions on
the surface of the ground. The
diet consists primarily of grasses,
legumes, and various farm Crops

king-

rab-

and

but bark of trees may also Db
taken when more choice food is
not available. Chief predators in
lowa are the red fox and great
horned owl,

Status—The jack rabbit is a rela-
tively important game animal in
l[owa and furnishes winter spori
for many hunters. Although a

delicacy if properly prepared, many
of the harvested jack rabbils are
sold for processing into mink food.

The fur is commonly made Into
felt. Extremely high populations

can result in depredations on ag-

They

has an
nual open hunting season on jat
rabbits

ricultural crops. lIowa arn-

1~
| 4.1

MINK

Mustela
Identification—Uniformly rich dark
g and a white
Males are 20
with a 6 to 8-

vison

with short leg
the throat
to 28 inches long

brown

spol On

inch tail and weigh 1.25 to 3.0
pound Females are about 25

percent smaller.

Habitat Around
marshes, and lakes. May be found
: water

waltlerwavs,
in wooded areas ailer
freezes ovel
Reproduction—Mating occurs in
February-March with males breed
ing promiscuously but helping one
female rear young. One litter of
4 to 10 is born each year affer a
variable gestation period of 39 to
76 days. The family disbands in
late summer.

Habits— Minks are excellent divers
and swimmers and can catch even
swift fish. They are excellent

hunters and use for food such

items as muskrats, frogs, fish,
rodents, turtle eggs, birds, aquatic

ducklings,
food

Mink are

invertebrates, rabbits,

and incubating ducks. Excess
be stored in dens
nocturnal

fearless

may
primarily

creatures,

are almost and
when cornered may emit a strong
musk odor
status

prize catches
and their pelts usually command
high prices. Iowa mink are of
especially high quality. Mink
: too numerous and
trapping are needed to

considered

Mink
by Iowa

are

i !';',E\.In.a:‘;-:

are
never restric-

tions on

prevent over-exploitation of this
valuable fur resource. lowa has
an annual] trapping season for

mink,

STORAGE CHECKLIST
FOR CAMPERS

Now 18 the fime for all aooid
campers o OO to the a '.r.f of
BN tent el oy Irtmitern

Jack Kirstein

Al the end of ths campinge sea-
518 (1) fall | i .r.- L1 15
L1 1ternru e ) prepare fol
h COMINS mtel I'his i
time you should gi thought ti
propei Care ind storage or vour
camping equmpment Right now

1S the time to make all those re

pairs and replacements that vou
thought of during the campineg
1son, but couldn’t find
{0y
TENTS—check for rips, snags
LeATrs, elc and don't overlook re-
pairs to zippers, tent-pole gro:
. LKt 'am €S8, Screens, and
I'OJ § 1 ha vondered ab
I'Proofng ur Lt or dini
i I 1L T P D& i
INnt 1 1id 11l ! \
own such as an additic | wind
K0 ) ntilatio o1 L CANOp3Y

plenty of

ut of use. Then
make sure 1t 1s completely dry:
sweep out sand, twigs, and leaves;
roll and put it in your tent bag

store 1t with other canvas items

awav from areas where mice mav

break in and damage and

CAaluse

possible away from damp areas.

LANTERNS

Here is an item

AND STOVES
that can

OCCas1n]

allyv stand a coat of paint, also
check for worn leather in wvou
pressure pump Generators
become fouled and need pia -
ment. Dump all the gas ou ¢
inkK. Leaving gas in the tank p
vides an opportur for tl \
tile parts to evaporate leaving
oily gum residue which mav put
your stove or lantern out of com-

mission and cause later repair bills

AAT ¢
Nnow LtQ I'e-

COOLERS
place leaky
loose hinges on vour
much
stains

Pledge

drains and repair
cooler. It is
also faod

easier Lo remove

now before they have time
A little paint here may
.-~'!H[1 expensive rusting later.

SLEEPING BAGS

Lo harden.

2 . . | T >
wash or dry

clean your sleeping equipment now
before storage. [1 volul need to

repair
and

Zippers or snaps, do it now
Lthe

[OT vour

them In

'!'rl'\\. l_II“‘L.".-

then store
."\'11IJ

blankets and

ALL THE

that

same
best

place

other bedding
RILNT—Check every

item needs paint or repairs

Clean and lightly oil metal items
such axes, hammers, ter

stakes, grills, etec. Paint arnish
or stain items such as cots, food
boxes, trailers, and car-top car-
riers. Check ropes to r move
frayed portions and coil them.

Empty gas cans, and paint
a new bright red. Leave no piece
O equipment unexamined |

Do this and when first
blush of spring invites you to go
camping, vou'll be ready.

them

IOV r.i'il:

-
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W hat does it mean
to lowa Wildlife?

raul D. Kline
Game Biologist
Ask anybody, what is Jowa?
Chances are his first thought will
he “corn.” We take for granted
our agricultural economy based
on corn. We realize the Impacl
on our livelihood ot "'corn culture.”
but do we recognize a Ssimilar
effect on o1l wildlife _-«‘.]!‘I-i'r‘h'.‘«'r'
Game, no matter the variety
is a product of environment It

must be adapted to living within

the confines of its immeaqaiate Sur-
roundings
tion, and
Can
Individuals ma)

even though they are not adapted

(g0ils. climate, vegeila

other animals) else 11

survive as a

SuUrvive

SpDeCles

never
for a time¢

but thev will not perpetuale the
H]"'{"ll'.-?_
When the settlers first came 1O

found
the

the reglon

lowa they game
;HL']'['lilHi to
sented by
chickens
prairie habitat
habited the
then, there
changes

The native prairies have been

species
environment pre-
Prairie
abounded 11n native
Ruffed grouse in-
native woodlands

Since have bheen some

replaced by “tame'’ grasses and
legumes such as corn, oats, blue
grass, Ssoybeans, etc. The wood-

lands have been altered by clear-

ing, burning, and intensive graz-
ing. These changes forged our
“corn culture.’

Were the prairie chickens
adapted to “corn culture”? The
answer 1is o0bvious Were the
ruffed grouse able to withstand
changes in their native habitat?

To a great extent not
However. under recommended for-
which
tend to eliminate overgrazing, fire,
and wholesale cutting, ruffed
grouse may return to much of
their original range in Iowa
Prairie chickens as a species were

they wers

est management practices

not so fortunate.

Just how important 18 a "~corn
culture” to our game? There can
be but one answer to that. Corn,
while important to people, 1s even
more significant in the lives of
wild game. They are tied even

more to the soil and its products
than are we

times become
They dis-
raided by

ready

farmers al
painfully aware of this
cover their corn
“just as 1L

Some

sweel

raccoons Was

to pick.” Or, beaver have flooded
an acre or two of prime bottom-
land corn for their own AaccCess
and use. Such flagrant encroach-

ment may be sorrowfully greater
than 't But it
serve to demonstrate the fact that
animals presently

“‘use does

Imerec

EAINC are

adapted to our “corn culture” in
[owa They are dependent on
corn in many ways less obvious to
the general observer

Standing corn from mid-July
until corn picking in October or

November provides adequals

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST

TALL CORN

I Sherman Pl

The impact of our corn culture has made great changes in wildlife composition.

131 |||T14I-!"|'!:1|,]_‘-;

and

covel quail,
This may he

if foxtail and other

'.'.JF‘l'
!'11"”.’-:11'-1'.'&, I-!l'l I

especially true

weeds are present. As a matter
of fact there just isn't much bet-
ter escape cover available than
a slightly weedy corn field. If you
don't believe it, sometime try to
keep in view a cottontail running
around inside a cornfield during

August. Now that is a challenge.

There's just one trouble with

COrn As escape cover, When the
corn is picked most of its value
iz destroved. And so is the value
01 '.‘.'r'+'tif~' fencerows, ditches 1d-
jacent crop edges, etc., where
||.|"‘3“‘t covel 15 1‘.1‘]*'1'!‘:{"' fil".f.” ]|I1-.
turning tractors or other machin-

ery during the picking operations.
When all this occurs, the rabbits
particularly must find somewhere
else to go or succumb to preda-
tors. cottontail dem-
onstrate a very real drop in rabbit

Our studies

population occurs at this time
“Tt just ain’t right, but it can’t
he helped.”

2ut  there's one side benefit

Corn picking by mechanical means
as presently practiced in Iowa is
not entirely efficient, It gets the

crop out early, weather cooper-
ating. But most farmers, 1 be-
lieve, will admit that it is just a
little wasteful. Those rollers just
have to shell a little bit off each
ear

Mavbe the farmers worry some

about this (maybe they don't);
but surely wildlife does not. The
wasteful harvest provides a ma-
jor, perhaps the greatest single,
source of winter sustenance. Dur-
ing winter when food is relatively

scarce shelled corn, or whole ears,
left on the ground is utilized by
cottontails, jack rabbits, pheas-
ants, quail, squirrels, and probably
Many individuals
doubtlessly rely almost entirely on
waste corn to carry them through
the wintel | deer to

olher speciles.

Kven seem

utilize waste primary
winter food, although they are ca-

pable of reaching ears on upright

COorn as a

stalks (as squirrels)

are
Migrating and wintering mal-
lards and geese use our corn fields
for feeding. Many
professional and otherwise, believe
the availability of waste corn may
whether not
fowl stay long in Iowa during fall

waterfowlers,

determine Or water-

and winter. Mallards have been
known to stay on frozen lakes
providing cornfields were avall-
able where corn (not snow CcCov-
ered) could be found

Our ‘‘corn culture” is of pri-

mary importance to most of cur

game in Iowa. The fact that our
harvest methods are wasteful is
exceedingly important Now
sounds an ominous note, What
happens if these harvest tech-
niques are improved? There are
trends by agricultural interests

corn harvest
among other
eliminate most

toward revolutionary
methods which will
considerations
waste

These trends are fine.
demonstrate advancement In
“corn culture.” What effect
will have on native wildlife
remains to be seen. Chances are
they will not be catastrophic as
was the destruction native
grasses to prairie chickens. We
could have reduced winter popu-
lations, however. Notice how little
use by pheasants a fall-plowed
corn field receives. All the goodies
have been plowed under,

When you get the feeling we
live in a corn state try the wild-
life point of view., They are not
interested in state culture or even

'l‘hi“}'
our

t l]t"}'
Our

of

prestige. They are interested in
pure cornmn.

Bobwhite quail are found in
small coveys and prefer fairly
open, cultivated or pasture land

with patches of brush for shelter,

QUAIL HUNTERS'
LEXICON

Quail hunters speak a languie
all their own, its understandis
made more difficult by the [
that a term may be ellheér oo
plimentary or derogatory, depiy
ing upon how it's Alm
identical work by differen
dogs may be described differenti

depending upon ownership ofth

used

LwWo

dogs 5 your fiu;_[ covers a gk
of ground he's “big running"ji
he can't keep up with the oths

dogs he’s “thorough.” If your i
flushes birds he's "aggressive' i
someone else's dog does the sam
thing he’'s ‘“headstrong.’
And all the bird huntiny
terms over-worked, we Sl
rest that the birddog men piek
from the nes
still retaining the

right to put their own interpre

since
are
SOme new ones

commentators,

tion on what the terms mes
For instance:
Missile malfunction—didnt o

a feather.

Missile lag didn't lead hin
enough
Diplomatic immunity—he's 18

vour dog so don’t whip him

Diplomatic concession — admi

ting vou didn't shoot at the onl
bird that fell.

Diplomatic deadlock—refusalli
admit vou didn't.

Peaceful coexistence—you don
talk about my dog and 1 Wil
talk about yours.

Situation unclear
all over the place.
Review of strategy
of the ditchbank will

down?

Gold drain—boarding your Gogs

Dangerous potential — takit
along that unbroken puppy.

Domestic one of Yol
wife's nieces getting married 0
Saturday afternoon in the bif
SEeASOomn.

Cold war parley—explaining wh
you won't be able to attend
wedding.

Mutual trust
friend, you can have him for §i

Meeting the challenge 4
give you old Joe for him."

dogs pointin

which sid
they #

Crisis

“Since you're

Wide diplomatic experience
has bought and sold many bl |
dogs.

Momentous decision — can !3;"

jeep get across this ditch?
Fiasco—it couldn't. Wheres L)

closest tractor?
Liberal — hunts on anybody*
land. ¢
Conservative—won't let anybo 1

hunt on his land.

Price differential—what you P4

for the dog and what YOU 103
your wife you paid. 3
Coalition—taking all the dos*f
Seizing initiative — “Did ¥ ;

shoot 7"
Faulty evaluation—“And 1 pa
$250 for the so-and-so.” |
Trade potential— Wonder v
I could unload him on?" .
Stiff note—bill from the vel. &
Reprinted from South cal
lina Wildlife,
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RETRIEVER FEVER
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I8 33's name is the cue to retrieve.

The hand signal indicates the direction of the
= M 1d signals the dog to go.

When taking the dummy from
These are yellow and black Labradors.

the dog it is important to keep moving back so the dog
will make a fast retrieve and

come in fast. This is a matter of show primarily.

- Ay .
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mans
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LU stopping the dog with a whlstl:. his master indicates the new direction. This Is useful to Although we don't recommend standing in a boat, In this case the boat is
'

rol the dog after he leaves your side, especlally when you have cripples that are moving. tied to stakes in the water so It won't tip. Working from the boat comes

only after intensive dry land work.

forestall the need of voice or
whistle signals when you are ac-

A dog pays off on the hunt DUCK SOUNDS

% faction
M -otriever.

& tional

& 1ing—the

Jack Kirstein

ery fall, when the colors run
ant on the distant hills, man

";l; dog take to the woods and
s

This is the time of excite-
of splashing water, nearby
distant gunshots, rustling
'S In the tall grass, and great
for the hunter and

get the utmost from your
M cver it is necessary to spend
time training in the
Time spent here can mean
difference between a success-
int or a mediocre effort.

*yond range of standard
' obedience and re-
‘ing end of the business—the
1€r can help himself and his
by using his imagination.

Y Visualizing actual hunting

the

situations and trying to simulate
them in field training, many prob-
lems can be virtually eliminated.

For instance, it is much
to teach the dog to retrieve among
decoys on dry land than it is in
the water. Many hunters have
had their dog bring in a decoy,
instead of the bird. On dry land
this can be overcome by throw-
ing the retrieving dummy into a
setting of decoys and correcting
any tendencies to fetch the blocks.

A little thought on the kind of
hunting yvou plan to do may help
you decide whether to practice re-
trieving from high points, such as
lake and pond banks, set blinds,
over the side of a boat, or any
other such obstacle.

If your pooch is a little rusty
on hand signals, it stands to reason
that extra training is needed to

easier

tually in your blind and the birds
are flying. You'll get no thanks
from nearby hunters in the fall if
you find it necessary to stand up
in your duckboat and shout at
your dog during a retrieve,
Whistles are another great aid to
the dog and the hunter.

Your can learn to be a
gentleman in the field just as you
have. Remember that his patience
is greater than your in this train-
ing phase. If you can spend the
time from vyour schedule now to
enjoy your dog, he'll more than
repay you in faithful service when
the time comes., To you it may be
hunting fever, but to him it's re-
triever fever.

lh“rg'

An elephant’'s brain weighs ten
pounds,

One of the best ways to learn
duck calling is to listen to ducks
resting on a refuge or wherever
they may be loafing and feeding.
One thing you will notice is that
few ducks sound alike. Some have
deep quacks; others relatively
high. Others are somewhere in be-
tween. Something else that will
be apparent is the rhythm and
number of quacks in the call. This
is nearly always the same, indi-
cating that this is perhaps more
important than other features of
duck calling. Generally speaking,
unless you make natural quacks
and know when to call, it’s better
to make only occasional quacks or
do no calling at all.

— . —

The kit fox is sometimes called
the swift fox because it can run
faster than other foxes.
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Does your gun ﬁl?
Jack Kirstein

knocking down his limil
the old man with the

gun turned and

After
of pheasants
ancient pump
erinned

“Cain’'t shoot a

that don't

fitter, she's

Zun

11 gaid, “lf she's a

e
2 hitter!"

Apparently, for the old 1 h
rustv-tubed shooting 1ron was a
fitter. What about vou? Is youl
shotgun right for you? Does il
fit ?

Bob Allen, the Towa member of
the match-winning four-man U, S
team at the 1951 World's Cham
pionship in Monte Carlo gives us

these important tips:

A shotgun has two sigl just
the same as a rifle 'o shoot a
rifle. vou mere 1 1P tl )
sights and squeeze-off. The same
thing applies to shotguns, howevel
the real !-|f_"!J nof the shotoun

the pupil of

Y ou

rifle with
a wobbly reai it is

VOUTI eYi
wouldn't shoot a
r sight, so 1m-

portant that your eye lines up on
the shotgun exactly the same 1

each shot. Fit of the gun governs
this, and more specificall thi
placement of your cheekbone on
the comb of the stock

To check vour own gun, stand
In front of a mirror, close you
eves, throw the gun to yvour shoul
der with your cheek tight to the
comb, and aim blind at a point
directly in front of ou in ths
IMirror,

Now, open your eves and look
down the reflected image of the
barrel in the mirror into vyour
own eve

el o T o

h'_'-‘.

4 e

=

S

Py L
? e
=

The measurement that

Do this a numbel

1 find that
sistently to one si
then the thinness
the comb must
'..l]

If voul Ve i
find yourself
of the receiver,
+I:‘I ||.'|'=! t, [T

=
e |

il

[OWA

HIT "ER WITH A FITTER!

f.u.

..........

]

W Fa = Ny !
i Cull=
Or Tt ther,
thickness of
Litereda Lo 1t

low, and yvou
L1 ne oDaf :';
must I'all st

s 00 high

and vou are seeing the front foot

P,
|

01

=i} i)

lower

thi

Hl'u' 1'11!].}1

Jarrel Yyl IT11151

There are several ways to raise or fatten the

pads, lace-on pads, and adhesive tape.

comb.

ahown

o

self-adhering comb

CONSERVATIONIST

indicates correct pull or stock length is the distance from the thumb knuckle to the nose.

|'||::|_1[_|

the
lace-on

Ing and fattening

adding a
the

done by
pad, using one ot COoIm-

{ :n[][i.a

merci self-adhering pads
or by bullding it up with plastic
wood, adhesive tape and padding

or thicker
methods

thinning the
done by sanding

cliumng on a wider

comb, or many other

Lowering or comb

\n usually b

Oneé error in fitting a shotgun
1Is measuring the “pull” or stock
length of the gun by measuring
from the crook of your elbow to

the first pad of yvour trigger finger.

Do it if you must, but remem-
ber the gun is not used in this
position and you will learn little

If anvthing by such an exercise

Pull stock length is actually

or

governed by the length of Vour
neck. This applies to fit in the
cheek-down gun-to-shoulder posi-
tion. In this position, the length

of the stock 1s most nearly correct
when the distance from your
the knuckle of wvour thumb
resting over the top of the stock
1S between an inch to an inch-and-
a-half. A should be long
enough to keep vou from banging
your nose with that thumb knuckle
and vyet short enough permit
swinging the gun quickly and
easily to your shoulder.

nose

LD

stock

to

Measuring the nose-to-knuckle
distance is the sure way of doing
this.

If the distance
sawing off the stock butt is neces-
sary. It short, vou can try
adding a recoil pad which will
lengthen the stock and reduce the
jolt at the time.

While working at the
butt-end of the you can
check pitch by standing your gun,
trigger out and butt flat on the

1s 100 ;,;'I‘-;‘.'Il_

LOO

sdalne

on it

stock

floor, in a nearly square doory

or against a wall. ﬁ
Measuring at the choke end ¥
the barrel from the center of “;
bore to the wall or doorway gNl
vou the pitch. |

[f the barrel stands out IV g
the wall., vou have 11:;1!.'1‘1-!1[h‘}'| ¥
it touches the wall YOl have ¢ |
pitch. About one and a half i g
|1-.-~'.,T‘|-I'JiTi'i'1 is [131-_1'*_!.__”'1[| for ,I!

average man., The purpose

pitch is to make sure the si

COMmMes up onto vour :.'.]11:1;§|1'
easily and stays there when ¥ §
place wvyour cheek down (o0 { }
comb. Iy

Pitch is governed mostly by L &
shape yvour shoulder. A D E
fat man with rounding chest Wol s
presumably take more down-pif 3
than the skinny flat-chested fell'l

who might want zero pitch. :
There are many other ”
ments for the advanced shooter fi
consider in getting his gun (@ =
such as balance, grip, ete.,, but ¥
you can master-fit 3
these first important points, ¥
gun will be more of a “fitter @
therefore more of a “hitter.”

Ol

rell

yvourself

— < e

(4

-
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PHEASANTS N

Slow is the word when workl §
pheasants. Move through ¢0"g
slowly and work it thorough ¢
Often a pause every now and tf§
will flush birds that may have §
tight when you walked near thepg
Xingnecks will not hold long 10 g
man or dog stopping or stand f
to them I

close

I'il]!lt‘*}' bees carry water as “ﬂ
as honey. Special carriers brins &

to the hive, dole it out, seal Ll

cells, or even act as storage tallg
themselves until the water B
needed. i

i_.,,ql\.I
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. Shanghai public market in
Judge Owen N. Denny, then
I-General at Shanghai, bar-
over the price of eight birds
gaudy males with white
ecks and four brown-colored
5. The long-tailed birds
in bamboo cages surrounded
ied frogs, fish, poultry and
1bles.
v much talk and useless
es between his interpreter,
inaman squatting on the
d and the go-between, Den-
interpreter reported, *“Him
5 cents, Amelican money."
eal was closed for 35 cents
17 cents in gold.
g, the first pairs of Denny's

shipped to America.
ording to Seth Gordon's 1935 open season was declared in 1903
in Field and Stream, ""I'he But his 80 to 90 California bound
can Pheasant,” Judge Den- pirds ran into difficulty. The con-
irst live pheasants all died signee died before the ship docked
ittle after a rough voyage. and sailors gave the pheasants
iext shipment of about 50 away along a San Francisco water-
"™ d in Portland safely to be front. By 1889 the price of pheas-
B on Denny's Oregon home- gnts had gone up from 35 cents
2 to ten dollars a pair and the Cal-
™ 1892 said Carl D. Shoe- ifornia game agents bought 140
B - in a July 1917 issue of The from Oregon farmers. Il wasn'l
M 1 Sportsman, “"Denny pheas- until forty-four years later that
I as they were called, became California sportsmen enjoyed an
undant that in part of Ore- open season.

M n open season of 75 days was In the east, shipments date back
&ed and 50,000 birds were to around 1790, but not much at-
M on the opening day.” tention was paid to foreign game
Bl ny also helped Washington birds until Oregon’s successful in-
M ‘alifornia by shipping pheas- troduction. The son-in-law of

W in 1883, The Washington Benjamin Franklin brought them
M re was successful and an to his Delaware River estate in

7

B \SANT— /

(Continued from page 81)

M pressive when subjected to the impartial analytical eye. It is a
€ ing, but true, fact that more than two-thirds of our wild pheasants
#¥ see their first birthday. And very few of those lucky enough
B ebrate the first ever make it to their second anniversary. Any
88 iised birds liberated to the unfamiliar perils of the wild will suffer
s eén greater rate of mortality than this,

% suppose 50 pheasants are released on a particular farm in south-
8 owa where ringnecks are absent or very scarce. What are their
U8 es of establishing the nucleus of a new population? Probably
¥ ; slim. Intensive studies of wild populations in both north-central
M outhwestern Towa show that more than half of the hen pheasants,
U ling young ones, present in late summer and early fall, the time
"8 most birds are stocked, have been lost by the time the next
B8 's breeding season rolls around. So if the 50 birds released in
8 fall consisted of 25 cocks and 25 hens, only 12 of each sex would
& n by spring (assuming no hunting of cocks, as is true in the

¥  southeast counties, and the same rate of mortality as wild

a generous assumption).
¥ if these all remained right near the site where they were
4 d loose, prospects might not be so bad. Unfortunately, such birds
"-ﬂﬂ lingly forget to read the book of instructions that says they must

¢ put. Released birds, which are always banded, frequently turn
"H veral miles from the spot of Itlmlw But to be conservative and
=ﬂ Lke of argument, let us say none of our 50 birds ever moved more
two miles. This means the survivors would all still be within a

i

(8 ar area four miles in diameter, and thus containing aboul 12
8 ¢ miles. But remember, there were only 12 cocks and 12 hens

3‘“ Y spring. So what have we—only one cock and one hen for each
| € mile!

8 wild hen in Iowa normally has only about a 50-50 chance of

48 ng a brood, a pen-raised hen perhaps even less. Many obstacles
8 nowing, predation, auto Kkills, disease, accidents—take their Loll
®® B the spring and summer. Obviously, the odds are stacked rather

B against any lasting, beneficial effects from such releases.

8 ’se parts of ITowa with the best pheasant hunting usually have

50 t i . - = N d . e . b e ,
0 100 pheasants, or more, per section in the spring. all

These he displayed as curiosities
in front of his tombstone shop
The next yvear he and his wife
started a pheasant farm on an
acreage near Cedar City and quil

chiseling tombstones. By 1901, the
Benton stock had built to 630
hirds.

By mid-summer of 1902, his
pheasantry is believed to have con-
tained 2,000 birds and he appealed
to State Game Warden, George A.
Lincoln, to relieve him of his
overstock,

LLate in the same year, a hurri-
cane set the Benton birds loose
resulting in the first unofficial re-
lease of ring-necks in Iowa. (It
is believed that the pheasants had
some help from neighbors who
thought game bird stocking a good

se ring-necked I!ht‘-‘[lﬁ.’llltﬁ lowa's first pheasants were displayed in front of Benton's tombstone shop in 1897. idea.) This completely wiped out

. 1 Benton's business He later re-
New Jersey but mostly for aviary

purposes. A century later, accord-
ing to Seth Gordon's article, Pierre
Lorillard imported pheasants from
England into New Jersev to stock
on his estate, Early in the nine-
ties pheasants were well estab-
lished In that region.

After the Oregon success be-

ceived a commission as a game
warden

Most pheasant stocking in Iowa
up to 1909 was by private indi-
viduals. In 1907 and 1908 there
were a few successful plantings
Up to 1910, the Biennial Reports
are quiet as to pheasants but the
1910 report states that 6,000 eggs
were distributed to applicants 1n
£2 of Towa's 99 counties together

came known in the east, pheasant
popularity skyrocketed and by
1907, all but nine states had placed
the ring-necked foreigner within
their boundaries.

with instructions as to rearing and
release. The eggs were purchased
: from game breeders like Benton

lowa, the original release was i, 1owa, Pennsylvania and Illinois.
S '-“:'L“h-'m :t”hm.mh it is believed ‘*Tne l'illt-'."!'l-i.'i'ii pheasant and
the first pheasant freedom flyers the Hungarian partridge now be-
had some human help. It all ing introduced into the state will
started in 1897 when William Ben- help out the disappearance of
Ti'T.i Of f_'w{.'n' Falls purchased a few oame birds and re-stock our state
pairs from a Tacoma importer (Continted on:page £8)

populations may run as high as 400 per section in good years in “hot-
spots,” but a range of 100 to 250 birds in early fall would probably
include most of our best areas. Good hunting can be had al densities
below these, but many hunters will become discouraged, particularly
after opening weekend, if numbers get too much lower.

The contrast of the above “good hunting” situation with that of our
50-bird stocking is striking. The futility of hoping small plantings of
birds will somehow suddenly provide excellent hunting is self-evident.
It can likewise be pointed out that the uselessness of making such
releases In areas already having sizable populations is obvious—some
thing like the proverbial drop in the bucket. The objective of the
mass releases now underway in southeast Towa is to try to build up
a self-supporting population approaching 50 birds per section in the
spring over an area nearly a township in size. This will no doubt
require more than one year of pouring large numbers of birds into
the same general area.

If successful in this area, the idea can be applied in other promising
areas in southern Iowa. Such areas would be selected primarily on
the basis of the closeness of their resemblance to the southwestern
lowa region where pheasants are now doing so well, as was done
with the Henry County location. Among the many factors considered
are soil types, topography, cropping practices, and the availability
and arrangement of different cover types for winter protection, nesting
and escape from predators.

Unfortunately, it is no longer possible to find the ideal conditions
that existed in northern Iowa in the earlier days when pheasants were
first introduced. In those days of different farming methods and
abundant habitat, centering around undrained sloughs, marshes, and
meadows, a planting of 50 birds or fewer had an excellent chance of
taking hold. Since then the picture has been steadily changing.

One thing we must remember-—the fact that this entire endeavor
is labeled an “experiment” means that success is not necessarily
guaranteed. However, this slightly different approach to an old
problem would not be tried if it were not believed there was a reason-
able chance of succeeding. It will take time, so don't start planning
hunting trips to southeast lowa just yet. Pheasants aren't as good
at their “multiplication tables” as rabbits, you know! J
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Assnistant Siate Foresier

Since 1953, the number of Iowa
sawmills has decreased 192 per
cent, Late in 1961, there were 580

sawmills operating in Iowa ac-
cording to the of
lowa Bulletin,” by Ex-
tension Forester Robert Davidson,

lowa State 1 sity at Ames

This '-[‘.]!'1'1“!"-,' 15 neriodi-

1962 Sawmills

released

1Issued

cally to assist state and private
landowners, wood-using industries
and the forest owner who havs
logs to sell or who desire to pur-
chase native lumbel

In late 1959 a mail survev i
lowa sawmills was begun to up-
dat the lf.‘."i'f-*!'l‘.' {".ll'fi.ﬁ'.'fl- in
1953. The survev was i'HTIJI.Jli'Ti'li

in 1961. Sawmills were identified

through the 1953 directory, State

1 - - ¥ 1 4 Ll 1 - ] v
Conservation Commission di

foresters and the mailing list of the

Towa Sawrmaill f_}j‘_rq raators’ Neiws-
letter published by the Cooperative
KExtension sService, lowa State

Mill
Lo IZ':lI]".!rir"Ir a !Hl:-'il'.'il'ei ques-
they were
and, 11 S0

Liniversity operators
asked

Lionnair

currently

it b * I
wnether

asking

. sy ¥ i
operating

(]

their average annual lumber pro-
duction in board feet

All 1,008 mill operators identi-
fied in the 1953 dire ctory plus mill

operators receiving the Newsletter

were séent a4 postcard question-
naire., All sawmills identified bv
the distriet foresters were sent l
questionnaire except those which

negan operating within the last
vyear and had not established an
average annual production
Results on production were ob-
tained for 243 of the 580 mills
making reports. A total produc-
tion of 36.5 million board feet was
reported by the 243 mills. Many
of the 337 mills not reporting ]nl'u;-

duction are mills doing “custom

sawing only"” for local landown-
ers.
Production classes were broken

Into

below

down seven groups. The
table shows the production
tor the 243 mills reporting.

No. of

Production Class Mills
I 0 5,000 bd., ft 15
I1 5,000 10004 bd. ft 16
111 10,000 50,000 bd. ft 16
IV 650,000—100.000 bhd., ft. b1
") 100,000—600.000 bd. i i
VI B0O0.000- 1,000,000 bd. ft. 16
VII 1,000,000 and over bd. ft (]

Sawmill History and Trends
The

nrst recorded sawmill in
l[owa was built in 1829 on the
Yellow River in Allamakee Coun-
ty. In 1834 another mill was built

on Duck Creek in Scott Countv to
supply lumber to the early settlers
in that |1‘If'l|-Jrl‘~,' Other h”l'i]]_»; fol-
lowed In 1835 in Des Moines Coun-
Ly, in 1837 at Dubuque and in 1838

at Muscatine. The old State Capi
tol Building on the State Univer-
‘~'JT.}' of Towa 1":'“]1]1!?2' i1 !-r'_'.,;L ity

contains much native lumber cut

by the first Johnson County

mill in 183%. The number of mill:
increased rapidly from that time
especially along the Mississippi
River. These mills were the first

IOWA

SHOW DECLINE SAWMILLS IN IOWA

- -

There has been a decline in sawmill
classified as commercial sawmills,

industries to mark the Mississippi

towns manufacturing centers

adS

v 1859 there were 9540 mills
operating in Jowa. A large share
of the logs for many mills along
the Mississippi were rafted down
the river from the forests of the
[.ake States These 540 mills
produced a total of 183 million

board feet of lumber. Twenty-two
million feet came from native
timberlands, and 161 million feet

came from white pine logs rafted
down the river. In 15iV7 Clinton,
l[owa, was the largest lumber pro-

ducing center in the world
The last year that logs in any
quantity were rafted down the

Mississippi to Iowa sawmills was
1909. Today the lumber produced
in the from native-grown
timber. The demands of
pushed the production of native
lumber to 68 million board feet in
1899. Then production declined to
an estimated low of 3 to 5 million

state 1S

settiers

board feet during the depression
vears of 1932-36
Jeginning in 1937, the produc-

tion of native lumber began to in-
the nation’'s economic
situation improved. World War 11

crease as

brought a pgreat increase in de-
mand for Ilumber. JTowa produc-
tion jumped from 56 million board
feet In 1943 to over 90 million at
the end of the war. This does not
include the 4 to 5 million board
feet of specialty logs shipped to
processors outside Iowa for manu-
facture of furniture, veneers and
other fine products,

In 1953 there were 1,008 saw

mills reported in Iowa. This sur-
vey identified 580 mills operating

in 1961. More than 583 mills ex-
1Isted In the state in 1961, but this
survey sought to identify mill
operation rather than mill owner-

ahip
I

Mere ownership with no
operation is of little value to peo-

ple who have for sale

stumpage
lumber.

T
4 d

wish to buy

operation within the state.

CONSERVATIONIST
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Only 580 are now

In addition to this more restric-

tive criterion for sawmill identifi-
cation, recent changes in price and
cost relationships have increased

the advantage of the larger mills.
This i1s particularly true for mills
which have expanded operations
from producing only green, rough-

sawn lumber to producing sur-
ftaced, air-dried Ilumber and to
manufacturing products such as
pallets and livestock feeders. For
this reason many of the smallest
mills operating in 1953 were not
operating in 1961, while manyv of
the larger mills have diversified

and expanded operations

The decline in the number of
farms 1n various parts of the
state has also had its effect in

reducing the number of small cus-

tom type sawmills.

At present Conservation Com-
mission Foresters are making
field contacts to get production
figures for the 337 mills not re-
porting in the present survey

Records are also being brought up
to date on new sawmills and saw-
mills leaving the state or quitting
business.

Sawmill numbers are expected
to show a continued decline with
fewer but larger vear around mills

accounting for most of the pro-
duction of native wood products
in Towa,

Your commission foresters and

extension forester are available
to help you in dealing with your
timber management and market-
g problems

LANDING FISH

When landing a fish without aid
of a landing net, select a spot
where the bank slopes gently and
is clear of obstructions. Work the
fish to that area and, when he is
played entirely out, boost him out
on the bank with the rod. A fish
often will help beach itself if you
exert firm and sudden pressure.

RINGNECK—
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Lontinued Irom page &i

with birds adapted to this climabk

While this cannot be done

vear, I am satisfied that with
constant replacing of these bind
in a few vears there will be ga
birds in great quantities through
out the state,” said State Gan
Warden Lincoln, in a 1910 reporn

Three yvears later the first ga
farm set up at the State Fal
Grounds where a small lamp-hes

ed I1ncubator and Bantam

Weas

her

pime

were used to hatch pheasant egz
With the advancement of
game farm, a new policy was gs

tablished—distributing voung bird

instead of eggs to Interests
people. In 1915, the game fan
was moved to Clive, near D
Moines, and three years latel

counties

Iowa

receiving plantings of 200 to S

northwestern

birds.

According to the 1916 Bienni
Report, Lhey had become sO Sl
cessful that an opéen season Wi
considered but the idea was A

Al
sayving
nothing ever

the birds in

ished that time, people Wi
still
and
ing

Although an open

Il

1
l

state :

pheasants would
come from stoe
this
Seasol

1918, phed |

O r!]_'-iili'._'! r'ii
ant hunting

Aarain

was not permitted |

til some time later. By 1924, U
birds were established In Tnedl
all northern counties and the
islature favored a small bag
of COCK '[‘e'rh':_n;in-‘._ﬂ in sectl
where they were the most nun
ous. but a season was not decl

On three |

Towa shoots

until the next vear.
days in October,
approximately 75,000, took advi
tage of the first open season
The

come

foreigners had |
permanent residents
northern Iowa but the southe
pheasants were few. In 'Z9,
new }15;111 was -Hltlll}..ﬂil';llt‘-f. 1}
gathering and trappl I
wild birds with H}"'-"l'ii'll t‘ITt]Phi'l

on southern lowa stocking.

Chinese

? oo
) EEEY

|

The attitude toward pheasi 2
hasn't always been rosy. In 1 =
early thirties, northern Iarms f.d’-;

declared open war on the alleg '
crop destroyers. Hundreds W

killed and nests destroyed by U'J
ter communities of pheas

haters.

arou:

for

A severe 1936 winter
sympathy and interest
hard-hit birds and a highly pul
cized feeding program was start
Feeling toward pheasants warll
and farmers realized they mi
be beneficial. As a result of °
severe winter and drought, tb
was no season for two years.

Although the Chinaman 18 T

" anii
a native Iowan, this fall 20U
hunters will find his mystel
of the Orient are still retaid

Little did Judge Denny realize
purchase of pheasants in a Shé

hai market would inspire 5
nationwide interest and fuwm
so much pleasure to Amery

sportsmern.



	IAConsrvV19-24298
	IAConsrvV19-24299
	IAConsrvV19-24300
	IAConsrvV19-24301
	IAConsrvV19-24302
	IAConsrvV19-24303
	IAConsrvV19-24304
	IAConsrvV19-24305

