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ADDLEFISH

by Dean Beck

FISHERY RESEARCH TECHNICIAN

Phote by RBock Bridoes

ADDLEFISH, commor/{
called spoonbill cat I
simply “spoonies” by lo/

fishermen, are one of the mil
primitive of modern fish3
Since liberalization of sti?
rules to include snagging 1}
large rivers, these gial
creatures present a new al
challenging sport unequaled 1
lowa

In appearance, the paddlef'l
is gray-blue above, fading 1
almost white below. They cl
be distinguished from all othf
fish by an elongated. padd*
shaped snout, extremely lo!
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Il covers, and a toothless
arklike mouth, They have a
§ nooth, scaleless skin, and
rtilaginous skeleton as does
e shark. Paddlefish com-
only attain weights from 40 to
) pounds and lengths from4 to
feet.

At one time, paddlefish were
ither common in such lowa

pirit, but today are limited to
e Mississippt and Missour
ivers, larger tributaries such
;i the Des Moines and lowa
ivers, and a few Missoun
iver oxbows.

Paddlefish tend to concen-
ate below navigation dams on
1e Mississippi, allowing easy
gcess to them. In the Missoun
\ver, they can be found in deep
oles near pile and wing dikes.
dlch success is influenced by
sasonal changes in schooling
ehavior. In the warmer
lonths, paddlefish are dis-
ersed randomly below navi-
ation dams, while in cold win-
¢f months they form tight
chools and remain near the
iottoms,

Paddlefish have a very
laborate filtering system
bcated on the gills, giving them
he ability to sift minute plank-
onic life from the water. Be-
ause of their food habaits, pad-
dlefish can’t be caught by con-
‘entional fishing methods and
nagging must be utilized.

Snagging was legalized In
November, 1974, and has
slossomed into an exciting new
ishery. The snagging season is
ontinuously open and the daily
satch limit is two paddlefish.
Recent laws now make it legal
0 keep rough fish caught while
inagging paddlefish, but this
lappens very infrequently.

Equipment necessary for
ommoiiaddlefish snagging includes a
o cal ¥ieavy freshwater or light salt-
‘py lod Mater pole with matching reel
{ the md:apable of handling 20-30 Ib.
jishé est line. A typical rig consists of
i s 4 to 8 ounce weight attached
sfl oggzing |0 the end of the line and two
¢ ' glize 4/0 and 8/0 treble hooks
e aftied solidly to the line about §
ncqualed leet apart, beginning one foot
i 1bove the weight. The amount
Ihﬂpagdlcﬂ Ef weight necessary to reach
s fadmg ottom may vary accurdmgly
Ve | ,: dwith current. There is no mess
Jo: } Or smell from bait since none is
from ® add necessary.

Iga" ;1, Iu Enaggmg techniques vary

11. F[P\

with individuals. Trolling per-
pendicular to the current while
making a long jerk with the rod
is the most common and pro-
ductive. Drnfting downstream
with the current is a lesser used
method. After a school of lish
has been located, anchoring and
casting is effective. Regardless
of technique, a sharp hook and
a vigorous jerk ol the line are
necessary to penetrate their
tough skin

Snagging on the Mississippi
occurs largely within 900 feet
below the navigation dams.
Snaggers should be aware of the
100 foot restricted zone im-
mediately below these dams
with flashing red lights defining
this boundary. Because of ex-
tremely turbulent water and
dangerous undertows, a sea-
worthy boat, a reliable motor
and proper safety devices are a
must.

Lock and Dam 12 at Bellevue
15 lowa's “hot spot.” Lock and
Dam 11 at Dubuque, 16 at
Muscatine, 19 at Keokuk and
17 at New Boston also produce
good catches. Local sporting
good stores and bait shops can
usually supply necessary
equipment and up-to-date
information about snagging
conditions,

The paddlefish i1s excellent
table fare. It has firm boneless
meat that is delicious boiled,
deep-fried or smoked

The lowa Conservation
Commission is studying paddle-
fish in the Mississippi River to
determine harvest rates by sport
and commercial fishermen, size
of the population, potential
yield, growth, movement and
other biological facts. As part ol

the study, over 1,500 paddlefish
have been marked with num-

bered tags. Success of this study
1s largely dependent on infor-
mation returned from tagged
fish; therefore, anyone captur-
ing tagged fish is requested to
report tag numbers, date of
capture, and where the fish was

captured to the lowa Conser-
vation Commission. Informa-
tion from snaggers will play a
vital role in contributing to fu-
ture management of this
resource.

The ponderous paddlefish
represents a trophy sized fish, a
primitive curiosity, and a chal-
lenge to any lowa fisherman
who cares to accept it.
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1977:

a strange
year,

but interesting

by R. Runge

HE PRECEDING FALL was dry. The ice came 1in hard

and fast when streams and lakes were at very low levels

I'he fishing year 1977 began on a low note and behaved
strangely all season hmg

In January and February major fish kills were predicted in
many lakes and ponds as well as in miles of lowa streams. When
the ice finally went out some people and newspapers believed that
all the fish in lowa were dead. We know now that this estimation
was way off base, but many people were reluctant to begin fishing.
['hen just when things were looking up and reports of good fishing
began to surface, it got hot. Boy, did 1t get hot. If you did catch a
fish you could pull him out and iry him on a nearby rock.
Fishermen stayed home in droves. Picnickers were mixing instant
coffee with water from the lake

It stayed hot so long many people staved indoors until the fair,
and when they did come out it wasn’t with a fishing rod it was in
an asbestos suit. Someone said we wouldn't have to burn leaves
that fall, they would burn right on the trees. Yes, it was a strange
fishing year—and no one caught any lish, 1 ;:h* Wrong! We had
more big fish entries than ever betore—over 300 patches and
certilicates were sent out. Just for r\.mt[w!f;_ ]:.u s look at the new
records set in 1977.

['he yellow bass record tumbled again in 1977 and once again
the fish came from Clear Lake. Elmer Beck of Clear Lake caughta
| 1b. 3 oz. streaker in April which topped the old record by 2'4 oz

In February, Allen Forsberg of Albert City managed todragin
a 25 1b. 5 oz, northern pike from West Okoboji. The old record
was 25 |b. even.

All of the smaller suckers are now included in one category to
avoid the difficult identification problems. This record now
belongs to Dwain A. Nading from McGregor who caught a 6 |b
914 oz. sucker from the Yellow River in March.

Another combined category will now include all the
miscellaneous sunfish other than bluegills. This record was set in
June when Delbert Cover of Mediapolis caught a 1 Ib, 7 oz. fish
from a farm pond in Des Moines County

The rainbow trout record was upped two whole pounds when
Chuck Greth of West Des Moines fishing in the Turkey River in
August managed to entice a 15 |Ib, 8 oz. lunker onto the hook.

It 1s also interesting to note that two sturgeon records were
established in 1977, and they may stand for a long time. Both fish
are now listed as endangered and are no longer legal for fishermen
to take. A pallid sturgeon, not often found in Iowa waters, was
taken by Zeke Castro of Sioux City from the Missouri River in
Woodbury County. The fish weighed 18 lb. 8 0z, A record was
also established for rock or lake sturgeon. Martin Cubbage of
Muscatine caught a 40-pound fish while fishing in the Mississippi
River in Muscatine County. These fish were both first entries ever
in their categories.

This all goes to prove that even in a strange vear fishing can be
very good in lowa. If you are one of the ones who stayed home,
you missed some good action. Don't let it happen in 1978; get
your gear ready early and get out there.
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Seven New State Records!

1977
BIG FISH
ENTRIES

Susan Abel of Spencer proudly
displays her 7 Ib., 215 inch
largemouth bass caught in a
Dickinson County gravel pit.
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Weight

BASS (Largemouth)

9 ib

91b

BASS (Rock)

& Dr
2 or
15 oz
10 oz
10 oz
&% or

4 oz

| or

K or

8 oz

| Ib. 4 oz

| 1b

a2 OF

Length

'1'1"

S u =

21447
e & 1T

44"

b

BASS {Smallmouth)

51b
51b

51b

41lb

4 1b

4 |b.

41b
4 |b
4 1b
41b
4 b

4 1lb

Il o2

5 oz
4 07
4 or
4 or
4 oy
4 02
3oz
2 or
2 o2

| oz

Where Caught

Farm Pond
Lucas County
Farm Pond
Decatur County
Farm Pond
Carroll County
Farm Pond
Dawvis County
Gosh-Moore Lake
Wayne County
Farm Pond
Crawford County
Lake Wapello
Davis County
Clay Pt

Cerro Gordo County

Farm Pond
Polk County
Farm Pond
Mills County
Lake Geode
Henry County
Farm Pond
Cass County
Lake Wapello
Davis County
Farm Pond
Poweshiek County
Farm Pond
Mills County
Mariposa
Jasper County
Farm Pond
Jefferson County
Farm Pond
Lucas County
Lake lowa
l[owa County
Cravel Pit
Dickinson County

Shell Rock River
Butler County
Mississippi River
Dubugue County

West Okoboji
Dickinson County
West Okaboji
Dickinson County
West Okoboji
Dickinson County
West Okoboji
Dickinson County
Spinit Lake
Dickinson County
Maquoketa River
Jones County
Cedar Raver

Black Hawk Coumy

West Okoboji
Dickinson County
West Okoboji
Dickinson County
West Okabop
Dickinson County
West Okoboji
Dickinson County
West Okoboji
Dickinson County
West Okobopi
Dickinson Counly
West Okobojy
Dickinson County
West Okobaoji
Dickinson County
Farm Pond
Crawlord County
West Okoboji
Dickinson County
West Okobop
Dickinson County
West Okoboj
Dickinson County

Date

5-K

4-27

1-24

.5

)=

10-28
10-1

-t

Angler

hiles O). Lowe
Humeston

Bruce "-.url.d:f;[‘mﬂ:
Des Moines
Curtis Bentley

L oan RJP;Jn
Robert I Morlan
Bloomficid
Rabert E. Sanders. Jr
Lineville

Richard B. Cross
[]ﬂ'n'- Caty

lc|| ; “th_‘.‘-'l
Burlington

Mike Gribben
Mason City

Mark Wilkens
Altoona

Larry B, Fellows
Omaha, Nebraska
Richard R. Schroeder
Cedar Rapids

H:'.h W SONE
Atlantic

James Augspurger
loomiield

|);!."-I{1' ::'1;‘.!1'. '\-'!|I|11'f
Monteruma

Iim Norwood
Bellevue, Nebraska
Richard |. Randon
Mewton

Virginia M. Savage
Faurficld

Jerry Romine
Chanton

Ben Galloway
Cedar Rapids
Susan Abel
Spences

CGary Kampman
Clarksville

Brvan Timmerman
Waterloo

Orville Belken

Spencer

Dave Hennings
Hartley

Morbert Strouth
Ashton

Tony Tavlor
Sioux City
Steve Stewart
Des Moines
Mike Duncan
Monticello

Carl F. Lilienthal
Waterloo

Tom McMahan
apencel
Norbert Strouth
Ashton

Doug Stange
Sibley

Gordon Hansch
Rockwell City
Al Koemigsfeld
Paullina
Marienna Jackson
Sioux Ciy
Doug Stange
Sibley

lony Taylor
stoux City

Matt J. McKibben
Manilla

Richard Riley
-\Jgnn.t

Marvin Rossiter
Spencetl
Gordon Hansch
Rockwell City

Weight Length Where Caught

4 b 20° West Okobon
Dhckinson County

4 1b 19 West Okobop
Dhickinson County

1 |b |9 Wesl {:Fiuhn_ll
Dickinson County

4 1b 1915 West Okabop
Dickinson County

4 1b 19 Wapsipinicon River

Bremer County

BASS (White)

} 1b. B oz 19" West Okobon
Dickinson County
:" b 13 ar 17" ‘l\‘:‘.‘, {]huhl,'l“
Dickinson County
2 1b. 13 o2 | 7 Mississippr River
Dez Moines County
2 Ik 1 1. Wedt Okaboii
Dhckinson County
2 Ib. 12 o2 I8 West Okaboji
Dickinson County
20k, 1D |8 Clear Lake
Cerro Uorde County
B T 16 Clear Lake
Cerro Gordo County
2 b, 10 o 51 Mississippi River
Allamakee County
21b. 9 or | 7° Miussissippn River

Des Moines County
BASS (Yellow)

*| |b. 1 0z 124" Clear Lake
Cerro Gordo County
| Ib. | oz 1L Clear Lake
Cerro Gordo County
| Ib |2 Clear Lake
Cerro Gordo County
| Ib |12° Clear Lake
Cerro Gordo County
154 o2 11 Farm Pond
Muscaline County
15 oz 11ia" Clear Lake
Cerro Gordo County
|5 oz 11" Clear Lake
Cerro Gordo County
134 p2 [ ]Ls" Arrowhead Lake
sac o ounty
13 oz [ B Clear Lake
Cerra Gordo County
11 oz Clear Lake
Cerro Gordo County
BLUEGILI
I1b. 7 oz ] b Farm Pond
Lucas County
| Ib. 6 o2 - Farm Pond
Dubugue County
|1 Ib. & o2 117/16" Farm Pond
Davis County
I 1b. 3 o2 11 Springbrook Lake
Cruthrie County
I'lb. 2 oF 1o Farm Pond
Warren ( ounty
| 1b. 2 o 10 Woest l]iurhnjl
Dhickinson County
llb, 2 o2 10 Weslt {linhn_“
Dickinson County
| 1b. | D2 - Farm Pond
Mills County
I 1b. ¥ oz 10" Farm Pond
Des Moines County
BUFFALOD
A5'1b. 5 oz 19" Clear Lake

Cerro Gordo County
BULLHEAD

1lh. B oz | 714" Farm Pond

Cass Counly

21b. 14 oz 15" Farm Pond
Clarke County

21b. 134 of 154" Farm Pond

lowa County

21b. 10 oz 14%° Farm Pond
lefferson County

2Ib. R or 14° Farm Pond

lefferson County
ARP

12 1b. B 0z Spirit Lake

Dickinson County

*New State Record

Date

10-14

Q=16

4-23

T-10

5.25

3=-30

1.24

4-24

4-19

5-14

Angler

Lawrence Bendlin
Spencer

Gordon Hansch
Rockwell City
Louis Meinen
Azshton

Norbert 1 Strouth
Ashion

James Bloem
Impoh

Fred Wilson
Okobon

Ray Barthole
Miliord

lim Haberichter
West Burlington
Toby Simpson
Omaha, Nebraska
Robert Duncan
Milford

Milton Garfin
Mason City

loyd Klewn
Mason City

Mrs. Charles H Kepler
Cedar Rapids
Jim Habenchter
West Burhngton

Elmer Beck
Clear Lake
Elmer Beck
Clear Lake
Allan Asche
Clear Lake
Robert K, Dully
Hampton

Dick Matheson
Davenport
Arlin Schalekamp
Clear Lake
lLeo Stattelman
Clear Lake
Ron Thelen
Breda

Mike Buckert
Des Moines
Carol J. Olson
Mason City

lohn Bridger
Waukee

Phallip Curoe
Bernard
{-lll.‘r‘l.dn Tuhrh-.‘-l:'l.
Bloomfield
Larryv Willey
Yale

Gregory 1. Day
Indiancia

Dan Kramme
Ashton

Merwin Smith
Ferril

Lester Moel
Council Blufis
HHH [:rhl:h
Burlington

lack B. Easton
Clear Lake

George P. Worrall
Atlantic

Linda Tuttle

Iruro

Wavne Ehrman
Blairstiown

Virgimia M. Savage
Fairfield

Virgimia M. Savage
Fairfield

Paul H. Otle
Lake City

W e




Weighi l.ength Where Caught hate

CHANNEL CATFISH

:‘: r' I_‘l | 1 I =

W

Mk 2

19 i, 4

15 1b

FLATHEAD CATFISH

47 Ik i o g o 5.9

&) b 44 B aceni H
Lyallas Count

Rib. | or | v R vt 7.1
1 (it fi

Wik 1 LT Y oM R I [ 4

R 1b 1 Fa | d 5-14

26 1h 4 y ) i P i

3 in Ko N\ { )

_-,-\. _J--\. 1.1
.1

NI 13 o i 4 1 627

David Fisch. Montezuma. and his 3 1Ib., 9% oz.
crappie caught in Diamond Lake

ingler
|
i Ny . ]
|
} &
{ T |
' |
Wi
I FRT: y |
Wit
LA
'y
" |
11:4 1.8 wehraska
M i
Des M '
I % T
1w K
§ g | H |
|
1 Ha
I
n Fi
|
) Ak i
}
|
| ed |
W o 5 |
Bud
I %1
N | | |
Yest ) by

Weight

CRAFPPIE

-

| P |4
|
| T 1h 14
|
| B |
‘ o
| s 1
| 21b ]
iy
o B
2 1b. H
3 b TV o7
1] T ar
I.". T ar
it T o2
2'lb, I
= .
¥ Il F
21b. 4«
b, 4

b. 3 oz
3! ;||
21b 2 0z

Length

Orville Belkin, Spencer.

Where Caught

Poweshie
{:reen Castle Lake
Marshall (
Farm Pond
I||!'|I.""\ County
Hallet Pits
b i e County
(sreen Castle Lake
Marshall County
Lake Wapcello
[".:- s Lounty

Farm
Monona County
Farm Pond
i_‘!__..._,..I l .|.._;"'
Green Castle Lake
Marshall County
Union Grove Lake
lama County
Sand pit
Marshall County
Green Castle Lake
Marshall County
Green Castle Lake
Marshall County
Green Castle Lake
Marshall County
Farm pond
Davis County
Green Castle Lake
Marshall County
Hallet Pits
Sac County
Big Springs
Allamakee County
Gravel Pit
Polk County
Farm Pond
Marshall County
Gireen Castle Lake
Marshall County
Farm pond
Poweshiek County
Lake Wapello
Davis County
Viking Lake
Montgomery County
Easter Lake
Polk County
Farm Pond
Bremer County
Farm Pond
Dallas County
West Okabojl
Dickinson County

unty

Date

»-20)

4-30

Angler

David W. Fisch
Montezuma
David Fleming
Ames

Herbie Wilson
Marshalllown
Tim Kremlnll

Fort Madison
Thomas A. Sosebee
Montezuma

Tom Fitch
Marshalltown
John Trumm
Cascade

Joseph Fleskes
Carrall

Donald Stoner
Estherville
Wayne Bangert, Sr
Blue Grass
Garrv D. Tucker
Whiting
Waterman, Ji
New London
Richard C. McBride
Marshalltown

Paul Butcher
Marshalltown
Greg Harrison
Marshalltown
Hyan McBnde
Marshalllown
Robert W. Anson
Marshalliown
Gilonia E. DeBower
Marshalltown
Guenter Huhndord
Manon County
Roy DeBower
Marshalltown

Tom Olench

Lake View

Eloise N. Kaltenbach
Harpers Ferry
David Craighead, Ir
West Des Moines
Denmis D. Davis
Marshalltown
Jason MecBnde
Marshalltown
Gary Criswell
Montezuma

Marv L. Mever
Cedar Rapids
Randy Smith
Clannda

Jim Gnfifiths

Des Moimnes

Bob Chestnut
Waverly

Thad Keller

Des Moines

Mike Wolthuis
Miltord

Stanlev. 1

—#
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Weight

MUSKELLUNGE

231 Ik

M Ih 14 62

15 1b. B8 o7

Length

184"

NORTHERN PIKE

*251b. 5 02

19 1b
1% I
17 1b. 4 oz
16 1b. 4 o

14 1b. 14 o2

14 1b B oz

131b. 7 o2
13 1b. 7 02
1Y1b. & o2
13 1 1 oz
111b
11 1b

12 b 12 o7

12 1b. 3 oz

i1 b '|| Oof

Ih b, 1) o

45

d714"

41

400

41

17"

4]14°

)"

41

Gl

19

151

a0~

15"

1X

Where Caught

"|.||J_'lLI {lll‘_i,:"-]'ll:';.
Dickinson County
urt'ﬂ (]L{'!hi”l
Dickinson County
West Okoboji
Dickinson County
West Okohon
Dickinson County
West Okaoboii
Dickinson C ounty
Big Creek Lake
Polk County
West Okaboii
Dickinson County
West Okobaji
Dickinson County
West Okobopn
Dickinson County

West Okaboji
Dickinson County
Spirit Lake
Dickinson Counity
Clear Lake
Cerro Lordo County
Woesi (.knhu“
Dickinson County
."l'l 1 {'u_."h.'r
Dickinson County
West Okobo)i
Dickinson County
Lakeview
Fremont County
‘I'I 4] {ILUI‘I;HL
Dickinson County
‘I'I " | “kl"h”_ri
Dickinson County
West Okoboin
Dickinson County
East Okoboji
Dickinson County
Wesi Okohoji
Dickinson County
Wiest Okoboji
Dickinson County
Mississipp River
Allamakee County
lowa River
Hardin County
Cedar River
Black Hawk County
“r"-.’ ‘_‘kllhl\]l
Dickinson County
West Okaboji
Mickinson County
Lake Machride
Johnson County
Clear Lake
Cerro Gordo County
"."..1;1‘.|[nn:-,r1n Hiver
lones County
West Cikaobog
Dickinson County
Iﬂr"ﬂ {j-h“hnl“
Dickingon County
West Okaohoii
Dickinson County

Fred Wilson, Okobaoji.

Date

4.22

5-20

1-20

[0-14

4-9
=10
10-26

12-23

Angler

Jon B. Parks
Milford

Marv Grnibble
spirit Lake
Mar Linihble
spint Lake
Dan Williams
.ﬁ-il”llht

Alvin E Akin
spirt lake
Loren Fligg
West Des Moines
Gordon Hansch
Rockwell Cury
aieven Hatten
Councyl Blufls
Brvan Jewell
Storm Lake

Allen Forsberg
Albert City
Gerald E. Bradley
Estherville

Robert Nasheim
Mason Lty

Leshie Hill

Hoone

Chiff Cunningharm
I.---rr

Ernie Carlson
Webb

P 1'-1 1J‘|||j|.{.jr|
Hamburg

Verne Hansen
Millord

Edwird Feldhacker
Spencer

Avin | Akin
Spirit Lake

DR, George
Remsen

Suzanne Akin
spint Lake

lohn Mahoney
Cherokee

Rick Ziegenluss
Waterloo

Buddy Clayvpool
Alden
Lindaman
Cedar Falls
Randy Benr
Melvin

J'l n McCulloch
apinit Lake

Don Norton
Cedar Rapids
Mike F;_h-.'lht'r‘u'r
Rockwell
Ravmond Benlschek
Oxford Junction
lack . Wollam
Lahota

Larry Bendlin
Spencer

lerry Deliraal
Sanborn

Marvin |

-

Welght
h K
h K
11 1b. &
K
11 1b
ik ]
i i 10
my is:. 1
1D ib 9
0 1h. B 0O
1 ih K
i in &
10 Ih 4
-
T H™

largemouth bass in someone's Lucas County

TOWA CONSERVATIONISTI MARCH, [97A

Length

YTAL"

Where Caught

West Okobon

[hekinson Counts

West Dkobs

[‘J-\,j.'i\.lr'l LCouniy

West Okobo

|"'|\.."‘"\:"’; ( Uty

Cedar River
Black Hawk Ci

Mississippi River

Clavion County
Weat (kabo)
Dickinson Cour

‘!\f'." B -'P ol

Iickinson County

Wesi Dkoba
Imvekinson County
HBlue Lake
Monona County
Shell Rock River
Butler County
West Dkah

Dickinson Coy
W o A | Lk amini
[hekinson County
West Okoboj

Dk on [ nes

Ly ppl R

L! iyton ( ni
Sliver Lake

1'!‘ K W A ni
) Ll N

Lick {

-

Sewe

Hud Karas
Omaha, Nebraska
Don Norton

Sanh
Dean F Knao
AMissouri YValle
Randy Knapp
Clarksville
Dan Marchand
Wi
Ron Donol
i Blulls
Carl | lientha
Walerio
Douglas D. Riis
Mar
Bill Ritterhaolz
ap
B W |_{ g

Jiles Lowe caught this 9 Ib., 8 oz.

farm pond.
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Weight Length Where Caughit Angler Weight Length Where Caught \ngler

PADDLEFISH I I ' West Okoboji g Orville Belken
&l Ik 3 Miszissipm River 511 Fu irne Ihckinson County Sp-:m::'
Clavton County enberg I 4 West Okoboji -] Delmer Gonder
Mississippn River ¥.] . Spielmar Dhckinson County Spint Lake
Jackson County Dwers | West Okobopn 2 Perrv. Parks
Mississipm River p Milo Lucas Dickimson County Milford
Clavion Count Guttenberg i ) West Okabor Dan Wilhams
Mississipm Rive 1 2-] ivhe E. Kress Dhickinson County Milford
|.1._ Kson L ount I'ql_"El. W LLE
Mississipp) River 11=11 Steven B Raffes
lackson County Cedar Rapids
Mississippi Rive y=] | Doug Griebel
Jackson County Bellevue
Mississippi Rive . Itean Beck
lackson County Bellevue
Mississippi Rive 4-24 Miaunce Glesne
Clavton Count? Elkader
Mississippl River =18 Ronald F. Quass
lackson Counts Dubugue
Mississippl River : Brian Sindt
Muscatine County Montpelier
Mississippt River i hm Schroeder
Jackson County Bellevue
l~1.~k'-~l|:';“ River b Lirceg [2ay
Muscatine County !"’.,1":!:,'“{‘!'”
Mississipm River ] Hussell Carnico
"kt,-. itine L ountys |:.r"-l."l["l re
Mississippr Rive Brian Sindt
Muscatine Maontpelier
Mississinpn River 27 Bruce Sindt
(Prciaidt ol SR st Ol SHEENSHEAD
Clavion Counts Elkader 221k, 15 oz F Mississippi River - Chiford Mortland
Mitsissinni River 4-26 Matrice Gletne Allamakee County Cedar Rapids
15 |b L "ﬁ-il\\l‘q\‘.['lpl River N Robert G, Hansen
Mississipni Rivet L Gireag Das Allamakee County Cedar Falls

MEEACATIDG ORIy Davenport STURGEON (Rock or Lake)

'\-1.~x.-.n.[t:\. River F 1 Robert Hif.'-'._‘:r =40 1h CR! " x‘l\'ﬂl"r"lppl Rntr ‘{Hr“n fuhhagr

Jackson County Cedar Rapids Musgatine County Muscatine

Mississippi Ruver ] Mel Hoffman ) ot :

lackson County “anchester STURGEON (Pallid)

*|8Ib. B oz 50 Missourt River - Zeke D. Castro
Woodbury County Sioux City

Missournt River - leff Roetman
Harrison County Odebalt
Mississippt River -1} Lvle Leibert
lackson County Clinton
Mississippn Raver Carl 5lapnicka
Clinton County Camanche
Mississippr River - |1 Steve Miller
Clayton County Cedar Rapids
Mississippi River Carl F. Lilienthal
Allamakee County Waterloo
Mississippi River - Douglas D. Riis
Clavton County Marion
Mississippr River - Rick Ziegenfuss
Clavton County Waterloo
Mississippr River -1 Maurice H. Glesne
Allamakee County Elkader
\1:~\|~x:[¥[*1 River - Brvan Timmerman
Allamakee County Waterloo
\II\'\.I\!!;"FT! River = Hl!th \.\'”5'“!1-
Clavton County LaPaorie City

Clayton County Elkader

PERCH (Yellow)

| Ib. 4 07 A West Okoboji Dick Johann e
hekinson County Madnd SUNFISH {""" (Others)

I'lb. | or - West Okobojt : Cieorge Henry *| Ib. 7 o2 10%" Farm Pond Delbert Cover
Dickinson County spirit Lake Des Moines County Mediapolis

1 1h East Okoboji 27 Alvin Akin I -1h. 314 o7 0%~  Springbrook Lake John Bylund
Dickinson County Spirit Lake Guthrne County Bagley

SUCKER (Miscellaneous)

*& Ib, 95 o2 2414”7
51tb. 3 oz 24"
4 th 14 oz 2815
41b 13 oz r A

d1b. 5 or 224

TROUT {(Brown)
1T Ib 4 0z

10 Ib. 124 oz
1016 | oz

Ih. 8 ar

5 or

Yellow River
Allamakee County
Upper lowa River
Allamakee County
Upper lowa River
Winneshiek County
Upper lowa River
Allamakee County
Upper lowa River
Winneshiek County

Bear Creek
Fayette County
Swiss Valley
Dubugue County
Bear Creck
Clavton County
Bioody Run
Clavton County
Richmond Springs
Delaware County
Silver Creek
Allamakee County
Yillage Creek
Allamakee County
Brush Creek
lackson County
Buck Creek
Clavton County
Spring Branch
Delaware County
Big Mill Creek
Jackson County
Paint Creek
Allamakee County

Dwain A. Nading
McGregor
William Lucas
Cresco

Collin Pleiler
Dubuque

Llovd M. Newton
Waukon

Ken Bolson, Jr
Decorah

Dawvwid W, Eck
Cedar Falls

James H. Henkel
Dubuque

Roger Zimmerman
Cedar Falls
Joseph C. Benhofi
Evansdale

Jerry Vogel
Cedar Rapids
Douglas A Blunt
Charles City
Emmet Nolting
Waukon

Jackie L. Fish
Davenport
Gieorge A. Benn
Dubuque

Don Norton
Cedar Rapids
Andy Hollenback, Jr
Farley

Gary Charipar
Cedar Rapids

Jack Easton of Clear Lake and his
35 Ib.. 8 oz. buffalo.

*ew State Record
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~ Allen Forsberg, Albert City and Clifford Mortland, €

i

edar Rapids.

Weight lLength Where C aught

oy Springs

Richmar |
Delaware County
orth Bear
Winneshiek | iLimnt
HBuck Creck
Clavion County
1’||F Mill Creck
lackson County
North Bear Creck

“""'-i."'"'u':‘l i

H_:\hfi--lr:.l ‘-.rl‘ nys
Delaware County
Turkey River
Clavion Counts
Little M Lreck
lackson County
Seeber Spring

Winneshiek County

d DF d Ensign Hollow

Clavion County

or 12" Fatterson CUreek
Allamakee County

51b. 5 02 ’ Ensign Hollow

Lilavion County

*New State Record

Paul Otto, Lake City displays
his 324 Ib., 38 inch carp
taken from Spirit Lake.

Angler

!'i..-h | :'_1-,'_'il.
Cedar Rapids
Lrerr Limimen

Elkader

Michael Havyes
Bettendorf

Diave E. Jensen
Mt Vernon
Dennis H...f::n.lnl_,_..
Waterlod
Douglas A, Biunt

Charles City
Wawvne Martin
Cedar Rapids




Weight Length Where ( nught Aneler

20D i) ! CMler Lrees

I

Clear |
erra Lrorda &
West Odkob
EI| Emson Count
i lar His
Black Hawk (
Mis

diapolis, and Zeke Castro (in striped shirt), Sioux City.

o Ahs

|

W Lour

s CHE OB
[mekinson County
Wient (K h.|||
Ihekinson Count
Lost Island Lak
il.gl lb|_;!--': auni

Clear Lake

Dwain Nading, McGregor, and David Eck, Cedar Falls.

T R

i - * . 2 -
= -
~ E -
:. ] ug s
Lhckinson Lounty Sihkle
West Clkobo Deanis 1Y Mammeng:
[Dickinson County Little Kock
West Okohon 1 Bl Alexandi
I'||-.L||!‘-|'-'-‘| LYLIMLY "t1||.r|'|". |

est Okohon & Crae Jon
[ i

m Loy
Dewey Lllsor

itds Park

A veon

Sihley

Roland Tedwick
Sncidon

Kabert Bendhin
SPEnees

[dann Thoma
LA LTyl

——

Chuck Greth, West Des Moines, and Joseph Wisher, Waterloo.
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Weight

BASS i Largemouth)

1 [} &
l

BASS (Smalimouth)

BASS (Rock)
11 Ib. N oF

H ASS | Whate)
BASS (Yellow)
BLUECGILI

BULLHEAD

4 ih K oz

i
4 1b. 8 o1

BUFFALOD

1 Ik N

CARP

N 1k

CATFISH i Channel)

0 Ik 4

Length

CATFISH (Flathead)

=
62 Th

CRAPPIF
1 lbh. | oz

MUSKELLUNGE

18 Ib

NORTHERN PIKE

2516, 5 02

PADDLEFISH
83 1b

PERCH (Yellow)
| Ib. 15 02

SAUGER
T

SHEEPSHEAD
46 |b

STURGEON (Shovelnose)

12'1b

SUCKERS {Miscellaneous)
2414

6 lb. 9% ar

SUNFISH (Miscellaneous)
10W"

Ik T oz

TROUT {Brook)
| Ib. 14 o

TROUT {Brown)
121b. 1414"

TROUT (Rainbow)

[51b, 8 oz,

WAILLEYF
14 Ib. 2 0z

18

T

1434°

T

3"

16"

JOIA"

[OW A

County
Where Caughi

Farm Pond
I e L0 LNty

r lowa River

Wwinneshek County

Mississippi River

Diubugue County
West Dkobe
Lhickinson County
{ T LAK

Lardo © I

Farm Pond

ivior County

Rover River
Harnson County

v tking Lake

Montpomery County

lowa Kiver
lohnson County

Farm Pond
],_1"'|.1 L ounty

West Okaboji
Dickinson County

West Okobon
Ehckinson County

DeSoto Bend

Harnson County

~ Spint Lake
Dickinson County

Missouri River
Woodbury County

Spirit Lake
Dickinson County

Des Moines River
Van Buren County

Yellow River
Allamakee County

Farm Pond

Des Moines County

Sny Magill Creek
Clavton County

Elk Creek
Delaware County

Turkey River
Clayton County

Spirit Lake
Dckinson County

Date

s
P
e

T.AS

10-76

10-62

4.74

6=77

2-T5

| 1-66

8-77

10-68

ALL-TIME RECORD FISH

Angler

Cilenn Harms
Shenandoah

Roger Fawchild
vea Il

Ed Feldhacker
apencer

Lawrence J. Bonham

Missourt Valles

lohn Walz
Estherville

Mrs. William Buser

r"‘l!le!.1.!a

R. F. Farran
Clanon

Randy Hemm
Douds

Dwain A, Nading

Mclsregor

Delbert Cover
Mediapolis

lohn Delleman
Davenport

Billy Lee
Marion

Chuck Greth

West Des Moines

Herbert Aldnidge
Spurit Lake
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~=—=ENTRY BLANK FOR IOWA RECORD FISH=—

How To Enter 1978 Big Fish

-y

Despite the great success of fishermen in 1977, no doubt a few
finicky old leviathans still abide in lowa waters. If one should find
his way to your stringer, here 1s what to do

Any species of fish taken by hook and line and caught in state or
boundary waters 1s eligible, There are, however, mimmum
qualifving weight himitations as listed below:

Bass, largemouth. 7 1bs. Muskellunge |5 Ibs.
Bass, rock | 1b. Northern pike .. 10 1bs.
Bass, smallmouth 4 |bs Paddlelish . 25 Ibs
Bass, white .. 214 1bs Perch, vellow . et e
Bass, vellow .. W 1b. sauger 24 |bs.
Bluegill e | Ib Sheepshead |5 Ibs
Buftalo 20 lbs Sturgeon, shovelnose } Ibs
Bullhead . . . 214 1bs Sucker (Misc.) 4 Ibs.
AT (A e alns 25 1bs Sunfish (Misc.) | Ib
Catfish, blue 20 1bs [ rout, brook . 1 Ib
Catfish, channel 15 Ibs. [rout, brown. 3 Ibs.
Catfish, flathead . .. 20 lbs Irout, rainbow 1 Ibs
Crappie. 2 1bs Walleye 8 Ibs

Any 1978 entry must be weighed to the nearest ounce on scales
legal for trade. The weighing must be witnessed by two persons

If there 1s some doubt in species identification, the angler
should contact the nearest lowa Conservation Commission
personnel for verification. Any new all-time record fish must be
examined and verified by lowa Conservation Commission
personnel

['he angler must fill out an official entry blank or facsimile and
send it and a photo or color shide of the angler and the fish to
Official Big Fish Records, lowa Conservation Commission,
Wallace State Office Building, Des Moines, lowa 50319, by
January |, 1979. The entry blank includes the name and address,
the species of fish, date caught, body ol water, county, total
length, bait or lure used, and the witnesses signatures and
addresses. Official entry blanks will be included in the 1978
Fishing Laws Synopsis brochure which will be available to the
public wherever fishing licenses are sold. Any fish that surpasses
the official state record will be publicized through the
Conservation Commission’s weekly news release. All state
records and the 1978 record fish will be published in the March,
1979, i1ssue of the IOWA CONSERVATIONIST. lowa Angling
Award certificates and shoulder patches will also be sent to
qualifying anglers

NAME =
STREET/RFD _ =

& ) iy === ZIP
SPECIES DATE
COUNTY WHERE CAUGHT
LAKE OR STREAM
TOTAL LENGTH
BAIT OR LURE USED

WEIGHT Ib. 0Z.

WITNESSES
NAME

ADDRESS
NAME
ADDRESS

(Entries of fish caught during the year must be sent to the lowa
Conservation Commission, Wallace State Office Building, Des
Moines, lowa 50319 by January 1, 1979.)
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fecatur-Wayne

Quail Study
Area

OR MORE THAN 40 vears, wildlife investigators have

studied the ups and downs of lowa’s quail populations on

a 7,713 acre block of land in south-central lowa known as the
Decatur-Wayne Quail Research Area. This privately-owned area,
located only eight miles north of the lowa-Missour: border in
Decatur and Wayne Counties, has been the focal point for
intensive quail studies ever since the lowa Cooperative Wildlife
Research Unit at lowa State College (now University) began their
first quail study there in the fall of 1935.

['he objectives of that initial project were to determine the
seasonal habitat requirements of the bobwhite and to formulate
management plans that were compatible with agricultural prac-
tices. Earl Sanders, the first of the wildlife students to live and
work on the area, tackled his project with the classical naturalist’s
drive to observe and record everything that was happening in the

by Ronnie R. George

WILDLIFE RESEARCH BIOLOGIST

world around him. His records tell of everything from wild plum
thickets to summer droughts and grasshoppers to whip-poor-
wills.

During the course of his studies Mr. Sanders was apparently
able to convince several local farmers that it would be a good 1dea
to plant small fields of sorghum for both livestock forage and
quail feed. Twenty-six fields ranging from one-fourth to eight
acres in size were eventually planted on the study area, but a
severe drought in the summer of 1936, coupled with a grasshopper
epidemic, destroyed most of the crops and pasture on the study
area, forcing farmers to harvest more of the sorghum for forage
than they intended, leaving little grain tor quail feed. Sanders, like
many wildlifers who came after him, found that even the best of
landowner intentions toward wildlife populations fade in the face
of economic necessity.

Robert Moorman, who worked on the Decatur-Wayne Area in
1940, reported that the November 11 blizzard (Armistice Day
Storm to vou duck hunters) had some rather dramatic effects on
quail movements and hunter success during the 1940 season.
Observations on the study area showed that the 30 mph northwest
wind and two inches of snow prompted considerable movement
of coveys from lLight protective cover on hillsides into dense
herbaceous stands and larger wooded tracts 1n the bottoms. By
opening day, November 15th, the majority of the quail were
holding fast in dense cover, sheltered from the wind. Only four
percent of the birds known to be on the study area were harvested
by hunters in 1940, and many hunters were convinced that disease
or predation was responsible for the low number of quail they had
seen. However, counts taken after the season closed in mid-
December indicated thirty-seven out of forty-one early fall coveys
could still be accounted for. Apparently, restrictive post-blizzard
covey movements made birds difficult to locate, and the dense

Before (Sept. 1976)




T wild plum
Whip-poor-

\apparently
‘2 good idez
lorage and
rth to eight
area, but a
arasshopper
n the study
n for {orage
vanders, like
1 the best of
le in the face

\yne Areain
mistice Day
ic effects on
540 season.
h northwest
» movement
into dense
yottoms. By
quail were
|, Only four
re harvesied
that disease
\ail they had
sed In mic-
v fall coveys
sst-blizzard
d the dense

cover in the bottoms afforded birds ample protection even if a
covey could be located and scattered.

Robert Mangold's 1949-50 fall and winter-loss study indicated
there was an inverse relationship between the size of the spring
population and the rate of summer increase. In other words, when
the spring population is low, the quail respond with a high rate of
increase, while a higher spring population results in a lower rate of
increase. This phenomenon had also been noted by Paul
Errington in Wisconsin and Walter Overton in Virginia.

A 1951 publication by Edward Kozicky and George
Hendrickson dealt with long-term population fluctuations in the
study area. They indicated that spring and fall quail counts had
been made intermittently from the fall of 1935 through the early
1950's. Kozicky and Henrickson reported that the lowest count
made during the period from 1935 to 1951 occurred in the spring
of 1937 with only 90 birds on the entire study area (an even lower
count of 62 birds was reported in the spring of 1975). An all-time
high of 2,974 quail was reported in the fall of 1943,

Samuel Gooden's 1951-52 winter-behavior study revealed that
quail coveys on the Decatur-Wayne Area moved as little as 340
feet per day during the most severe weather. During later periods
of prolonged snow cover but relatively mild temperatures, coveys
were observed to move more than a half mile daily while traveling
to supplies of available food. Field evidence and trapping results
indicated that four coveys readily exchanged birds with adjacent
coveys during the winter months.

Roger Boehnke's 1952-54 winter-movement and covey-
composition study confirmed the findings of previous southern
lowa studies (and the suspicions of quail hunters) that fall and
winter distribution of coveys was dependent upon distribution of
cornfields. Boehnke also found that quail inhabiting an area in
consecutive years are seldom the same quail.

James Elder's 1953-55 study of bobwhite reproduction and
whistling behavior on the Decatur-Wayne Area added to existing
knowledge of nesting chronology and habitat utilization, and his
observations on quail whistling behavior were later used in
developing statewide July whistling routes.

After (Sept. 1977)
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William Herke's 1956-57 summer cover-utilization study
revealed that quail made little use of large cropfields in summer,
but were generally found within 32 feet from cover edges. Trees,
brush, weeds, and pastures were commonly used by quail during
the summer months.

Following the completion of Herke's study, research activities
on the Decatur-Wayne Area were generally curtailed until the
mid-1960’s when spring and fall flush counts were reinstated by
lowa Conservation Commission personnel. Other Commission
activities on the study area have included: July whistling counts,
hunter interviews, collection of wings for aging purposes, a mark
and recapture study in 1976, and habitat inventories.

Habitat inventories, conducted with the aid of aerial photos,
reveal that loss of woody cover has been a major problem for
lowa quail populations for a number of years. High land prices in
the 1970's have certainly accelerated this process. Color infrared
aerial photos on this page illustrate the dramatic loss of woody
cover which occurred on one Decatur-Wayne farm in the fall of
1976. While similar habitat losses have occurred on many lowa
farms in recent years, projected grain surpluses for 1978 could
make land clearing less profitable and lead to a short-term
reduction in the loss of woody quail habitat. A more long-term
solution to this problem might include tax incentives or direct
cash subsidies to farmers who were willing to maintain wildlife
habitat on their land,

In summary, there have been many wildlife research projects
conducted on the Decatur-Wayne Quail Study Area in the past
forty years, but I would like to stress that none of this research
could have been completed without the cooperation and
enthusiastic support of the local landowners, and | would like to
take this opportunity to thank them for their contribution to our
collective knowledge of quail biology and the entire field of
wildlife conservation. O




lrom 1

What are vour thouchts
What about wildlife habitat,
or outdoor recreation needs 1n

The
think,

As managineg editor of the "

“lowa Conservationist

vour ideas,

O,
county
11

asking questions; |

rv to answetl

remember,

Don't
worry about what it looks like;
vou todav.

CONSERVATIONally Speaking

VOl

mao

Write

in lowa.,

| would like

and that

Lo me
TS
vour letters.
want

il vou don't wrile,

and concerns

azine 1s interested
Ifi‘;'\.l{,{J[]'wf']”".,;1[||':|['||_I-_;TI
vou!

know your ideas and opinions.

.l!l!.-IH conservaiionin l[l!".'-.'f]

local conservation problems, land use.

el

what vou

and what's on vour mind

'd like to hear

lo hear from someone in every

bul don’t just limit vour letter to

And

vour county may be missed.

put it off! Just pick up a pencil or pen and start writing. Don't

the 1n

iportant thingis that I hear from

Write to:
Robert Runee, Managing Editor
lowa Conservationist Mavazine
: lowa Conservation CCommission
National Wallace State Office Buildine
Wildlife Week Des Moinas. lowd 50319
MARCH 19-25, 1978
I'm anxious to eet a letter Irom vou! Write me, and do it now!

“Warde
1qry

by Rex Emerson

LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPERVISOR

WHEN I STOPPED by to-
day to see the old man who lives
_ I was re-
minded that it would soon be
time to go hishing. He wasc
ing his fishing lures with the
same effervescent tablets that he
uses to clean his talse teeth.
put some of the lures in a small
bowl of water and dropped in
the tablets.
r quit fizzing and cleared,
he rinsed them off and polished
them with a soft cloth
ed easy and did a pILIt\ good
iob. | think

I he old man

When the

k | will try 1

satd his hrntht:f—
in-law had read about this way
cleaning

glasses and said his brother-in-
law had :
third class

of class

month wwhen a
|t]I ul lH,nPlL Wi ] Start r1| ;t.[llﬂﬂ
their hhishing trips and ‘v._;!h!n

WArine!

ns

months ahead. The big sport
and vacation shows will have
some of the top-notch public re-
lations people from all over the
United States and Canada at-
tending, competing for vour
vacation time and dollar. When
vou get to thinking the grass
looks greener across the fence;
don’t forget; it mght be arti-
ficial turt.

Have you thought about tak-
ing vyour vacation in lowa?
What do you hke to do on a
vacation? Mavbe you would
like to camp in the beautiful
wooded outdoors by a lake or
stream, Perhaps vou prefer a re-
sort on a lake shore, or maybea
luxurious motel or hotel with a
swimming pool. How about a
relaxing vacation on a working
farm? We have all of that in
lowa

Are you lookingfor a place to
go fishing where
tually catch fish? In

VOu Can 4ac-
1978 lowa 1s

the place. We have the most mo-

dern fish hatcheries 1n the
United States. 1 here are natural
lakes. man-made lakes, warm
water rivers, cold water

streams, and don’t forget the
greatest river of all, the mighty
Mississippi. Now, 1 don't like to
brag, but if vou want to catch
trout, walleye, northern pike,
crappies, sunfish, catfish, large-
mouth bass, smallmouth bass
and many other kinds of fish,
lowa 1s the place. Some lellow
at the sports show will give you
the big pitch about how many

lakes they have in his state. That
sounds great, but agamn 1its
“artificial turf.” You want to

fish where there are a lot of fish
per acre of water, and that 1s
lowa. | went to one
states once where they had a lot
of lakes. | asked an old fellow
who was just docking his boat
how the fishing was

He said, “Fishin’1s good, but
the catchin’

So, get your license and get
ready for a great hishing (and
catching) vacation 1n lowa

Is a sightseeing vacation what
vou have in mind? The Indians
say lowa means “Beautiful
lL.and.” That should be enough
said. but | would also like to list
some of the places vou should

of those

v
15 rll YO

Visil
Amana Colonies; Manning
Hotel at Keosaugua; Benton-

sport; Living History Farms:
Effigy Mounds; Herbert
Hoover National Historic Site;
Covered Bridges in Madison
County; the Old Shot Tower,
Dubuque; Ft. Atkinson; Art
Centers; lowa State Fair; Tama
Pow-wow; OIld Settlers and
[hreshers Reunion: Rodeos:
[ulip Festivals; Nordic Fest:
. ake Okoboj (one of three blue
water lakes in the world): Little
Brown Church; Bily Brothers
Clocks 1n Spillville; Grotto at
West Bend. lhese are just to
mention a few of the places to
go 1in The Beautiful Land
lowa. You will find some of the
most beautiful state parks in the
nation right here in lowa. Most
of them have camping, fishing,
boating, swimming, picnicking
and hiking trails if vou are 1n-
terested in a quiet relaxing type
ol vacation

We also have lakes where you
may show off vour skill while
being towed behind a speed
on two slabs of wood,
that's vour bag. “Everyone to
his own taste.” said the old lady
as she Kissed the cow

If vou would like more intor-
mation on a vacation in lowa,

boat

write to The lowa Conserva-
tion Commission and to the
lowa Development Commis-

ston in Des Moines, lowa. | hey
both have interesting vacation
information
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by Robert Rye

ADMINISTRATOR, CONSERVATION EDUCATION CENTER

HE HAS an uncommon love
for worms, and once his 36 teeth
make contact, a worm has had
it. The eastern mole is at home
in any soil east of the Rockies
that supports earthworms. He
is found 1n loose soils of tarms,
gardens, cemeteries, pastures,
lawns, and golf courses. The
presence of night crawlers will
lure moles into even quite damp
soils,

In mid-April, after a 42-day
pregnancy, the tiny mole babies
are born—pink, hairless, and
helpless. Their eyes are just
specks of pigment under the
skin, their ears only minute
openings without any sign ol
outer ear. It seems hardly possi-
ble that a month later each ol
these bits of protoplasm are
full-grown moles about to seek
their fortunes.

As adults, they possess fur
with a silvery sheen, slate to
brown or golden in color. They
weigh one to five ounces and are
five and a half to eight inches
long, including their tail which
1s naked and between one and
one and a half inches in length.
The feet and nostnils are also
bare. They seem to lack a
neck—the apparently earless
and eyeless wedge-shaped head
seems to grow directly from
powerful shoulders

The hind legs are strong and
used chiefly to propel the mole
forward through the tunnel the
forefeet are constantly carving,
The front feet are like pad-
dles—big, heavily-clawed, and
with palms facing to the side,

which makes for good locomo-
tion in the soil when it 1s loose
and easily pushed out of the
way.

IT'he mole’s nest, lined with
grass and leaves, 1s some 18 to
24 inches below the surface. A
main passageway leads from the
nest to a series of tunnels in all
directions. Most ol these tun-
nels lead in turn to hunting
grounds.

Part of the reason the mole
causes problems 1s that he may
“swim” up a row in the garden
feasting on cut-worms, and un-
intentionally shear off just be-
low ground-level young lettuce
or peas with his tunnel-making
front paddles. He has no inter-
est in the tender, dying plants
for they are not included 1n his
menu. Moles appear to be most
“satisfied” when going their
solitary way through the soil,
seeking good things to eat,

The mole doesn’t spend time
in colonies. There 1s no
gathering and storing food
away for the future. With
moles, the time of need for food
1s always now

Only when a mole finishes a
huge meal (like a giant night
crawler) is it time to rest. He
can’t hold any more, so he
sleeps briefly. He awakens and
at once is on the go with just one
desire: more food. This con-
stant search for food goes on
around the clock and through-
out the year

In autumn and winter he will
stop using surface tunnels and
dig deeper ones below the troz-

While these are be-
tell-tale

en surface
ing constructed, the
mole hills appear

A voung mole will eat his
weight in worms, grubs, centi-
pedes, and millipedes each day.
Should he be penned up even
half a day, the mole would die ol
starvation

'he mole does not live a long
life. As animals go, those that
take a long time to reach ma-
turity live many years. The mole
takes only a month to mature
and then seems to rush itself to
death. For moles there 15 no
night or day to rest, no winter
hibernation, no summer estiva-
tion, only a short but intensly
active life.

You do not have to go far

afield for evidence of moles. All
too often unsightly ridges ap-
pear in your garden or lawn.
Here at the Center they often
cross or, rather, tunnel through
our walking trails

Although they live near
humans, they seldom are seen.
I'his endows them with a rather
mysterious quality for a child,
who quite naturally wonders
how an animal can dig up the
ground while actually under 1t.

['his mysterious quality 1s
ours to captivate. In terms ol
the present trend ol back-to-
the-basics. children can now
write what they see in poems or
paragraphs. They can measure
the arca the tunnels use, or how
far they expand in one outing.
l'hey can develop the history
this interesting animal has over
its short life
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LOOKIN’
BACK

in the files of
the CONSERVATIONIST

len Years Ago
leatured
on col-
maple
March
month
irees are

the Conservationisi
a story
lecting
- svrup

tl' 1 i1s the
| i’ when
| tapped and the
e heavy sap tlow
associated with
spring  begins
Maple syrup production 1s one
ol the oldest agricultural
practices in this country

'he Commission also voiced
Its opposition to complete
registration ol hirearms  as
proposed by several bills
considered tor submission to
(-HT'I_ET'L"\N_

Twenty Years Ago
the magazine took a look at
spring bullhead
_ fishing. Even
" though many
fishermen tend
to look past the
bullhead, 1t 1s
big business In
the great lakes
area vear. Hundreds ol
people from little youngsters up
to old grandpa will line the
banks of Little Spirit, Spirit,
l.ost Island. Clear and various
other lakes to catch buckets lull
of these lish which have the
body of a catfish and the 1.Q. ol
d CArp

Thirty Years Ago

the Conservationist explain-

AT .\I.\_1

€dC ii

ed a new pro-

CONSUIOMIONBE oram  financed
: by the Fifty-
m second General

Assembly which
enabled the
Commission to
begin an exten-
statewide development
program. [he work done under
IS provisions was not part ol
the regular maintenance
activities or expenses ol the
Commuission. Il meannglul
expansion i1s to come in the
luture, the people ol lowa must
be as willing in 1979-80 to pay
the bill as they werein 1948, | he
legislature should once again be
encouraged in this direction
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