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Evergreens 
by Bob Hlbbs 
DISTRICT FORESI ER 

LATE JUNE or early July lS the correct 
tune for shapmg or sheanng evergreens, 
whether you are mterested m producmg 
Chnstmas trees or havmg a urufonn shaped 
lawn tree. 

To understand the correct procedure for 
shapmg evergreens, one must understand 
therr growth charactenstlcs. Evergreens -
pmes, spruces, firs, cedar and Jumpers -
break dormancy dunng Apnl and early 
May Buds enlarge, followed by stem elon­
ganon m May and June The new growth 
will be much lighter m color than the old 
needles. These new shoots are commonly 
referred to as "candles". After the May to 
June growth penod, ne1ther pmes, spruces, 
nor frr will add any more 11mb length or tree 
he1ght. Next year's buds are set m July. 
Bemg aware of these growth charactens­
ncs, the well-mfonned grower will com­
plete lus sheanng pnor to nud-July. 

New growth (candles) fonning on a young 
white pine. 

Unhke pme trees (Scotch pme, red pme, 
white pme or others), cedar, spruce, juniper 
and fir do not grow whorls of limbs. These 
trees have buds and new growth for the 
entire length of therr stems. Because of tlus, 
sheanng may be done nearly any time of 
the year. Christmas tree growers usually 
delay spruce and frr sheanng until comple­
tion of their pine shearing. Late season 
sheanng has a dwarfmg effect that may be 
desirable for foundation Jumpers or cedars. 
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Sheanng generally begms the third year 
after plantmg, or whenever growth of the 
tennmal (top) leader exceeds 12 to 14 

The fll"St step of shearing is to reduce the 
growth of the tenninal (top) leader. Make a 
45-degree angle cut not more than 12 above 
the top whorl of branches. 

mches. Cuttrng should be confmed to the 
current season's growth. But 1f sheanng has 
been neglected, it is posslble to cut back 
into older wood. Cuttmg mto two or three­
year-old wood lS usually a last resort treat­
ment to salvage a tree that has been un­
cared for. Cuts into old wood should be 
made at a crotch or whorl. The remamder of 
the tree should be sheared to prevent un­
balanced growth away from the excessive­
ly sheared area. It will take two to three 
years for a tree to recover from excess1ve 
sheanng. Cuts should not be made on an 
area of the stem havmg no green needles. 
Care should be taken that no more than 
one-third of the live crown be removed in 
any one growing season. Seek qualified 
advice anytime you have doubts about your 
own particular situation. 

Although you may shear your evergreens 
to whatever shape you WlSh, there are gen­
eral recommendations to obtam a wuform 
Chnstmas tree shape: L Control he1ght 
growth by shearmg the termmal (top) 
leader so 11 does not exceed 12 mches li\ 
he1ght. Make this cut at a 45-degree angle 2. 
Clip the branches of the top whorl so that 
the total spread of the whorl does not ex­
ceed one-half to two-th.lrds the length of the 
temunalleader. (A 12" leader should have a 

~spread. 
tre aps of~ 
b:g ang.e. ( 
btlomman 
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tlurd yea: 8" spread.) 3. Use the tip of the leader and 
mh of the e tlps of the whorl to determine your cut­

lZ to I· tg angle. Cut all side branches in a top-to­
)ttom manner. Do not cut into the tree from 

iuce the 
~. Make& 

11 12 abo" 

hen clip the top whorl of branches so that 
e total spread of the whorl is one-half to 
vo-thirds the length of the terminal leader. 

he tip of the tenninal leader and the tips of 
te first whorl of branches now determine 
\e angle for cutting downward. Cut off all 
1de branches extending beyond this 
naginary line. 
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This newly-sheared white pine will fill out 
yet for several years prior to becoming a 
premium Christmas tree. 

the side, as this will result in "stairstep" 
trees. 4. Remove crossed or deformed 
limbs when the tree is young. And remove 
the lowest whorl of branches so there will 
be enough trunk for a Christmas tree stand. 
This procedure will produce a tree with a 
height to width ratio of somewhere be­
tween 2: 1 and 3:2. The 3:2 ratio would be a 
6·-foot tree with a 4-foot width. 

• 

Using a shearing knife to put the finis.hing 
touches on a Scotch pine ready for halvest. 

Phot06 by the Author 

By shearing in early July, you will gain the 
current season's growth and you will obtain 
buds for next year's growth. If shearing is 
done after bud ,:;et, next year's growth will 
be delayed as the tree attempts to develop 
buds. 

Equipment for shearing often varies 
according to the preference of the tree 
grower. No equipment is necessary if you 
merely wish to reduce candle growt.h by 
hand plucking. A pocket knife would also 
be sufficient. Most growers find that hedge 
shears work quite well for trees through a 
three-foot height. For taller trees, shearing 
knives are preferred. Hand clippers are the 
favorite tool for clipping the terminal leader 
and for removing large branches. 

Tools for shearing Oeft to right): Hedge 
shears, hand c lippers, a shearing knife, 
shalpening steel and leg guard. 

Safety in shearing is extremely important. 
No one should be within twenty feet of 
someone using a knife. Keep at least one 
row of trees between yourself and a man 
with a shearing knife. If the knife is held in 
the right hand, shearing should be done in a 
counter-clockwise direction. This moves 
the blade down and away from the body 
rather than across the body. Leg protection 
should be worn on the right leg. Tools must 
always be kept sharp and well-maintained. 

As you gain proficiency at shearing, 
there are additional refinements you might 
consider. Some growers make a point of 
directing their 45-degree angle cuts of the 
terminal leader such that the prevailing 
winds will always push the candle in the 
desired direction. Other growers have 
adopted a hand plucking shearing method 
for the final shearing of long-needled pines. 
This avoids the "shaved" appearance of 
some sheared trees. Additional information 
about Christmas tree production can be 
obtained from your County Extension Ser­
vice office, the Iowa Christmas tree grow­
ers' association, or your district forester. 
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It's More Than 
Just Their First 

Fishing Trip 
Molding your child's future 

by Bob Mullen 
STATE- ' R - oNOF-FI E-R 

HAVE YOL taken 
lhe ume to take your 
youngster fishmg v.llh 
you'> If you haven't. 
lhere 's no better time than 
th1s spnng You'll find 
out It's more than JUSt a 
"fishmg tnp" 

There· s no better place 
for the flfst fi'>hmg tnp 
lhan a pond that'., over· 
stocked v.llh blueg1ll<. or 
sunfish Children need to 
have thelf enthU'>IU'>m kept 
up. and bluegtlb or 
sunfish will certamly do 
lhat Stze of the fi~h '"n't 
tmportant to a child. but 
"catchmg ftc;h .. 1'> One 
pole will be enough 
You'll be kept bu") JUc;t 
helpmg the little one fish 
You w1ll also need to take 
along generouc; port1on~ of 
humor and patience 

Your child wtll be 
trymg hard to do thmgs 
nght . for they want to 
please the1r parent!). but 
lhey need lots of help 
Helpmg a ch1ld put a b1g 
w1ggly worm on the hook 
can have 1ts lighter 
moments. 1f you bnng 
along your sen~e of 
humor. 

Catching that fir~;t fic;h 
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IS gomg to take a lot more 
• 

pauence on your part than 
your youngster 1 rymg to 
get the line out to the 
nght spot l'i hard lor the 
httle ones. so you'll need 
to help After the) get 
lhe lme out, they will 
probably want to bnng 11 
back in nght away to o.,ee 
tf the worm i'> o.,t1ll on the 
hook If the ftsh arcn 't 
cooperatmg fao.,t enough. 

chtldren get ea,tl) 
dt!>tracted rhcy quu:kl) 
find It·.., fun to throv. 
rocks at the bobber or 
splash the tip of the pole 
m the water Remember 
your patience 1 When that 
first blueg1ll pullo., the 
bobber under the real fun 
begtns You mtght ha\C to 
help hold the pole or even 
help reel the fio.,h 1n 
becau~e the young\ter v. Ill 
get so excited about th"' 
btg moment When that 
first fish 1~ finally on 
shore. there will be two 
very proud people You· rc 
so dam proud of that 
youngster of youro., and h1s 
or her ftrst fhh. but not 
half as proud ao., the child 
Catchmg that first fio.,h to, 
a moment that will be 
treasured forever by both 
parent and child 

We mu<.tn't expect a 
young child to be able to 
even come cJo-,e to domg 
lhmgs correctly at f1N 
You need to be careful m 
helpmg that young angler 
You m1ght be fortunate 
enough to be developmg a 
life ttme fi!.hmg partner 
We must reall7e 1f we 
are gomg to teach our 
children. we mu\t first 
g1ve somcthmg of 
ourselves 

Can't you look back on 
your ltfe and remember 
that spec1al '>Omconc v. ho 
took the time to teach you 
the man) enJoyable 
expenences of your 
youth') That pcr< .. on holds 
a dear place m our lives 
They molded our live.,, 
and taught u' nght from 

\Hong \ child ., ltfe '' 
patterned alter that parent. 
fnend. or nc1ghbor \\ ho 
tOok ume to pro' 1de that 
per~onal d1rccuon v.h1ch a 
ch1ld de'>pcratcl) needs 
v.-hlle grov.mg up 

Probably '>omc of your 
chenshcd mcmonc.., ot 
childhood \\Cfe fl<,hmg 
tnp~ )OU took \\ llh )OUr 
Dad It '>eemed Dad knev. 
JUS! v. here to put the ball 
so you v. ould catch a h'>h 
It v..as )OUr Dad·.., concern 
for you catchmg that fish 
lhat let you knov. he wa<, 
really mtcrc'>ted tn ) ou 
You probabl) v.JII never 
reall) knov. \\hat an 
tmpact I! hao., on your 
youngo.,tcr v. hen you take 
lhem fishmg. but 10. 20. 
or 30 year'> from nov. 
your children will '>1111 
hold that fiN fi-,hmg tnp 
close m the1r heart'> 

There arc '>0 many 
thmg'> gomg on m our 
lives that keep uo., bu'>) 
Pro\ldmg for our famtl) 
alone makeo., 11 hard to 
spend the t1me \\ 11h our 
ch1ldren ac; they <lfc 
growmg up We fall to 
realize at t1 meo., Jll"t how 
much effect we have on 
molding the foot<,teps our 
ch1ldren will follow 
Takmg the t1mc nov.. 
\\hie our children are 
small. ,., a good 
mve~tmcnt and can 
pre\ent problem'> m later 
childhood 

There I'> no better 
atmosphere for com­
mumcat lon between 
parent and child than a 
pond bank on a warm 

'ummer dav \\hi le w aitinl! . ~ 

for the fi..,h to bite 
Perhap.., ..,omc of the 
problem., today ., tt'en 
agers have could have 
been prevented 1f parent~ 
would ha"e '>pent ..,ome 
t1mc fi<,hmg \\ llh them m 
the1r earl) year<.. roda) ·, 
youth are hungf) for 
affection that '"a' not 
g1\ en to them \\hen the) 
<>o desperate!) needed 11 
dunng the1r carl) child­
hood A c;mall child 
doesn't care 11 he\ lishmg 
v.nh a hundred dollar 
fishmg outfit or '>ltllng on 
the bank \\ 11h a cane pole 

A )Oung,tcr ''only 
mtere..,tcd in ha' 1n!! the 

~ 

opponunll) and 'haring it 
\\ Jth a concerned and 
canng parent It ·" out 
there fi..,hmg. not m the 
clac;<,room v. here the real 
value., of '>pon-,man<.hlp. 
and parent child relallon­
.,hlp<, arc de\'cloped 

If \OU can find the time 
and \\ant to 1mprove your 
relauon'>hlp '' 11h your 
chtldrcn. take them 
fio.,hmg Better yet. make 
the time - 11 v.. Ill be 
more than JU"t your 
chlld'c; fir-.t fio.,hmg trtp 
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WHEN YOU THINK of 
hing for catfish, July and 
1gust along with warmer 
11peratures come to mind 
most people. In fact those 
•t weather months are 
ry productive for old Mr. 
hiskers. But for the angler 
10 likes catching and eating 
tfish and hasn't tned for 
3m right after ice out, he or 
e is missing out on a lot of 
d bending action. 
My favorite areas are where 
10d populations of gizzard 
ad exist. Shad are very 
·ns1tive to water temperature 
1ange. Every year after the 
3 goes out, thousands of 
1ad that didn't survive the 
nter provide a natural food 
1urce for channel catfish. 
eas that have healthy shad 
>pulations include Red 
:>ck Reservoir (Manon 
:>unty), Rathbun Reservoir 
.ppanoose County), Coral-
Ie Reservoir (Johnson 
:>unty), Saylorville Reservoir 
'elk County), Lake Ahquabi 
Varren County), Lake 
anawa (Pottawattamie 
::>unty), Storm Lake (Buena 
sta County), and North Twin 
1ke (Calhoun County). 
With dead shad floating 
eng the shorelines after ice 
Jt, the most logical natural 
lit 1s dead fish or cut bait. 
ut bait consists of strips or 
eces of dead fish such as 
1ad, carp, chubs or whole 
innows. The bait doesn't 
~cessarily have to be 
1bearably rotten or stinky 
> fresh dead "morsels" 
ork quite well. Cut bait is 
reliable catfish bait from ice 
Jt to about the first of June 
~cord1ng to several lnform-
1ts who supposedly are 
<perts in their field. 
For best results , fish on the 
indward side as the wave 

II~ COY\CR\ ~T/0\1\T \f \RC H /'l'ill 
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Cut bait is best for spring fishing. 

action will drift the natural fish 
food menu toward you and 
that 1s where the hungry 
catfish should be waiting. 
Another suggestion is to fish 
the shallow water in the upper 
ends of coves. Try depths 
ranging from two to six feet. 
Water temperatures are 
warmer in the shallow water 
and catfish seem to prefer 
these areas during the early 
spring. 

The next step after you 
know what kind of bait to use 
and where to go is what kind 
of tackle is the best to rig up. 
It pays to use heavier line 
because of snags and the 
good possibility of hooking a 
heavy catfish. Catfish over 10 
pounds are not uncommon. 
I prefer at least eight pound 
test. A stiff bass type rod is 
preferable to avoid letting the 
fish play you instead of you 
being in full control. The 
sturdier type rod will prevent 
the hooked fish from wrapping 
your line around the numer­
ous snags. This isn't the place 
for ultra-light tackle. A number 
2 or 4 short-shanked hook 
baited with cut bait and 
weighted with a small split 
shot is all you need along with 
some patience. If you don't 
get a hit within 1 0 or 15 
minutes, move to a new spot. 
Move around until you locate 
that lucky hole. Fishing from a 
boat is the most desirable as 
it allows you to get to places 
not easily accessible from 
shore. 

Early spring catfishing 
provides some tremendous 
angling opportunities and few 
people take advantage of it. 
I know I'm going next spring 
and you'd better too or else 
you're going to m1ss out on 
some very exciting angling 
and good eating! Good luck. 

Catfish I I 
After . I 

Ice Out 
by Sonny Satre 

I 

'I 

5 



II \ 

I 

1979 Big Fish 
One Record Bl'oken 
Two Established 

• • • 

Although only one record was broken, 1979 was another super 
year for Iowa anglers. Iowa b1g fish awards were sent to 22 1 
quallfiers. The b ig fish awards program, now in 1ts 19th year, has 
established some records whlch are hard to top although Iowa 
anglers manage to break one or two each year. 

During 1979 the smallmouth bass record was again toppled when 
Rlck Pentland of Estherville hooked a 6 pound 8 ounce monster from 
Spirit Lake. Pentland's trophy fish nipped the old record by one 
ounce. 

In addlnon, two new records were established m categones 
previously unlisted. The two new categories are blue catfish and 
tiger musky - spec1es on whlch verificanon lS cnncal. 

The two venfied record catches were made by Fred Droizscher 
of Council Bluffs who caught a 30 pound 8 ounce blue catfish from 
Lake Manawa, Ponawananue County and Doug Stange of Slbley 
who took a 20 pound 10 ounce nger musky from West Okoboj1 m 
1978. Stange's musky was not verified by Commission persormel 
untll thlS past year. 

If you would llke to receive a b ig fish certificate and have your 
record listed in next year's March magazine, there is one proven 
formula for success. Go fislung everyday m 1980 or at least as often 
as posslble. Commiss1on research nettings around the state show 
that there are many tackle busting record fish Just wcuting for you. 

ALL· 
WEIGHT LENGTH 

BASS (Luvemoath) 
10 lb. 5 oz. 24¥( 

BASS (S:mallmouth) 
61b8oz. 21W' 

BASS (Rock) 
I lb. 8 oz. 10\'f 

BASS (Wbite) 
3 lb 14 oz. 

BASS (Yellow) 
llbSoz. 12\'f 

llbSoz. l:r 

BLUEGILL 
2lb5oz. 11¥(" 

B\1LLIIEAD 
4 lb8oz. Iff(" 

4lb8oz. 22W' 

BUIT.ALO 
43lb 8 oz. 

CARP 
SOlb 44" 

CA TFJSB (Blue) 
30 lb. 8 oz. 40'' 

CATFJSB (Channel) 
30 lb 4 oz. 39' 

CATFJSB (Flathead) 
62lb 46' 

CRAPPIE 
4 lb. I oz. 19V(" 

MUSKELLUNGE 
38lb 52\'f 

TIGER MUSKY 
20 lb 10 oz. 43W' 

NORTBERN PIKE 
2Slb5oz. 

PADDLD1SB 
83lb esl'( 
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=RECORDnSH 
WHERE CAUGHT 

farm Pond 
Lee County 

Spllll Lake 
Dlclanson County 

Missl.sslp p1 River 
Dubuque County 

West Okoboji 
Daclanson County 

Clear Lake 
Cerro Gordo County 

Sand Pit 
Blaclt Hawk County 

farm Pond 
Jasper County 

farm Pond 
Taylor C<l\ulty 

Boyer River 
Hamson County 

West Okobo.l• 
Oiclanson County 

Glenwood Lake 
Mills County 

Lalce Manawa 
Poltawananue Go 

Vllang Lake 
Montgomery County 

Iowa River 
Johnson County 

farm Pond 
Tama County 

West OkoboJI 
Daclanson County 

West OkoboJI 
Dlclanscn Go 

West OkoboJI 
Dacldnson C<lunty 

DeSoco Bend 
Hamson County 

DATE NAME 

S. 70 Paul Burqund 
f' on Madison 

s. 79 Rick Pentland 
Esthervill.e 

S-13 I un OnscoU 
Dubuque 

5-72 Bill Born 

S-78 

S-78 

4-76 

4-74 

S-79 

S-74 

7-05 

~75 

S-78 

2-17 

S-13 

Milford 

Lowell Washburn 
fernie 

Tunothy Dolan 
Waterloo 

Mary L Pool 
Pr.une CUy 

Denrue Karas 
Massena 

Ralph Gooney 
Woodbme 

James D Gnm 
Arnolds Park 

fred Hougland 
Glenwood 

fred DroiZSCher 
Counol Bluffs 

GleM Harms 
Shenandoah 

Roger f'aarcluld 
Coralville 

John Lenhan 
Tama 

Ed f'eldhacker 
Spencer 

Doug Stange 
Sibley 

Allen Forsberg 
Alben City 

LawtenceJBonham 
Mlssoun Valley 

WEIGHT LENGTH WHERE CAUGHT 

PERCH (Yellow) 
1 lb IS oz. 14¥4 Spllll Lalce 

Daclanson County 
SAUCER 
Sib 8oz. 25 ' Missouri River 

$HFFPSB1AD 
Woodbury County 

46lb 381-'1 Splru Lake 

S'niRGEON (ShoveW.e) 
12 lb 33' 

SUCKERS (Miac.) 
12 lb 2 oz. 31" 

SUNJ1SB {Miac.) 
I lb 1 oz. lOW' 

TROtTI' (Brook) 

Daclanson County 

Des M01nes River 
Van Buren County 

Iowa River 
Johnlon County 

farm Pond 
Des Mo111es Couruy 

DATE 

9-74 

1().76 

1().62 

4-74 

4-78 

6-11 

NAME 

John Wa.z 
F.sthemlle 

Mrs. W llham Busei 
Sloall 

R. f' Farran 
Clanon 

Randy Hemm 
Doudi 

George A. Paulson 
Cedar Rapids 

Delben Cover 
Medaapobs 

l lb. 14 oz.. 16" Sny MaQI1I Creek 
Clayton County 
Canoe Creek 

W~ru~esluek County 

2-75 

4-78 

John DeDeman ~.._...~ 
Davenpan 

DuWayne Rude lt':.':i -
Decorah 

1 lb 14 oz. ISW 

TROtTI' (Bnnm) 
12 lb 14h oz. 28' Ellc Creek II~ 

Delaware County 
Billy~ 

Manor 
TROtTI' (Rainbow) 
IS lb 8 oz. 301-'i' Turkey River S-17 

Clayton County 
Chuck Grech 

West Des MOineS 
WALLEYE 
14 lb 2 oz. 3 I 1-'1 Spllll Lalce 1().68 

Dlclanson County 
Herben Aldndge 

Spllll Laic! 

HOW TO ENTER 
Any species of fish taken by hook and line and caught in state or 
boundary waters is eligible. There are, however, nurumum qual-
ifying weight limitations as listed below: 

Bass, largemouth .... 7 lbs. Muskellunge 40" or 15 lbs. 
Bass, ocean Tiger Musky 40'' or 15 lbs. 

sniped .......... 5 lbs. Northern pike . . . . . . 10 lbs. 
Bass, rock .......... 1 lb. Paddlefish . . . . . . . . . 25 lbs. 
Bass, Perch, yellow ....... 1 lb. 

smallmouth ....... 4 lbs. Sauger ............. 2Vz lbs. 
Bass, whlte ......... 2Vz lbs. Sheepshead ........ 15 lbs. 
Bass, yellow ........ 1 lb. Sturgeon, 
Bluegill ............ 1 lb. shovelnose ....... 3 lbs. 
Buffalo ............. 20 lbs. Sucker (Mlsc.) ...... 6 lbs. 
Bullhead ........... 2Y2 lbs. Sunfish (Mlsc.) ...... 1 lb. 
Carp .............. 25 lbs. Trout, brook ........ 1 lb. 
Catfish, blue . . . . . . . . 20 lbs. Trout, brown ....... 3 lbs. 
Catfish, charmel . . . . . 15 lbs. Trout, rambow ...... 3 lbs. 
Catfish, flathead . . . . . 20 lbs. Walleye ........... 8 lbs. 
Crapp1e ........... 2 lbs. 

Any entry must be weighed to the nearest ounce on scales legal for 
trade. The weighing must be witnessed by two persons. 

e Chanr.e 

If there is some doubt in species identification, the angler should 
contact the nearest Iowa Conservation Commission persormel for ~Wns · 
verification. Any new all-time record fish must be exarruned anc "'tl"""'''i~ 
verified by Iowa Conservaaon Corrurussion personnel. ~ t-

The Iowa Conservation Commission will offer free taxidermy wor./1 
for any new all-time record fish. The only stipulation JS the fish will~ 
on public display at the Rathbun Fish Hatchery until the record L! 

broken. Then the fish will be returned to the angler. 

The angler must fill out an official entry blank or fascmule and send r 
and a photo or color slide of the angler and the flsh to Official Big Fist 
Records, Iowa Conservation Commission, Wallace State Office 
Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50319, by January 1 (photo will be 
returned). The entry blank includes the name and address, the 
species of fish, date caught, body of water, county, total length, bal 
or lure used, and the witnesses' signatures and addresses. Officia 
entry blanks will be included in the armual Fishing Laws Synopsil 
brochure which will be available to the publlc wherever fislun~ ' BruE 
licenses are sold. Any fish that surpasses the official state record wi1 
be publicized through the Conservation Commission's weekly neW! 
release. All state records and armual awards will be publlShed in thE 
March issue of the IOWA CONSERVATIONIST. Iowa Anglin~ 
Award certificates and shoulder patches will also be sent to qual 
Lfying anglers. 

/011 I I (}\ \l R\ \1/0\1\f II \HI fl I" ' 
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IS lbs 
IS lbs 

. 10 lbs 

. 25 1bs 

. I lb. 

• 

2Yz lbs 
IS lbs 

. 3 1bs 
6 lbs 

• 
I lb 
I lb 
3 1bs 
3 1bs 

8 

urn - Largemouth 

her - Blue Catfish 

Slaman - flathead 

Nettleton - Sauger 

1979 
Big Fish 
Awards 

/011' ~ C0.\'\1 R\ ·\T/0.\I\T liAR( f/ /Y.'~I 

Delever - White Bass Casey - Bluegill 

Perkins - Crappie Huff - Paddlefish 

Lehman - Sheepshead Ahrens - Sucker 

Wilson - Brook Trout 

Homan - Carp 

Caggiano - Perch 

Monaghen - Rainbow 

Dengler - Walleye 
7 

l 
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1979 ENTRIES 

Rick Pentland - Smallmouth Bass 
New Record at 6 lb. 8 oz. 

Weigh! Where Caught Date Name and ~ 

BASS (Largemouth) 
91b4oz.. 23 

Bib aH'Z 

71b. 13 oz. 25 ' 

71b. 12 oz. 23 

71b 12 oz. 

71b8oz.. 

71b6oz.. 

71b. 3 oz.. 23 

71b. 2 oz. 

71b 

71b 211-'1' 

Farm Pond 
Monona County 

Farm Pond 
C>.nhne County 

Farm Pond 
Wanen County 

Farm Pond 
Taylor CoW\ty 

Farm Pond 
Wcas County 

Farm Pond 
Pa9e Cowuy 
Lake W apeUo 
DaVIS County 
Lake WapeDo 
DaVIS County 
Hallet s Pits 
Sac County 
Farm Pond 

Plymouth County 
Central Lake 
jones CoW\ty 

1 lb. 22' Lake Iowa 
Iowa County 

BASS (OCEAN-STR.IPED) No entnes 
BASS (ROCK) 
1 lb 11 W' Wapsap11Ucon River 

BASS (SMALLMOUTB) 
· 5 lb s = zJ:}tt 

61b2oz. 

51b8oz. 

Sib. 

4 lb. 12 oz. 

4 lb. 12 oz. 

4 lb 11 oz. 

4 lb. 10 oz. 

4 lb. 8 oz. 

41b6oz. 

41b. 6 oz 

4 lb. 5 oz. 

4 lb. 4 oz. 

4 lb. 4 oz. 

4 lb. 4 oz. 

41b4oz.. 

4 lb. 4 oz. 

4 lb. 3 oz. 

4 lb. 3 oz.. 

4 lb. 3 oz. 

4 lb. 2 oz. 

4 lb. 2 oz. 

4 lb. 1 oz. 

2Z 

'/11' 

20W 

201't' 

'/11' 

201't' 

21 

20\1( 

'111 

'111 

19" 

19" 

'/11' 

19W' 

191-'1' 

19W 

20' 

19¥f 

19W' 

19W' 

'111' 

18l'f 

L1nn County 

Spli11 Lake 
Dlclanson County 

Sp1I11 Lake 
D1<:lanson County 

Spli'U Lake 
Dlclanson County 

Cedar River 
f1oyd CoW\ty 

Spmt Lake 
Dlclanson CoW\ty 

W es. Okoboji 
Olclanson CoW\ty 

Wes. Okoboji 
Dlcldnson Cowuy 

Wes. OkoboJI 
Olclanson CoW\ty 
Little Turkey River 

Fayene County 
Wes. Okobo)1 

Olclanson County 
Splnt Lake 

Diclanson CoW\ty 
Spmt Lake 

Dicltinson CoW\ty 
Turkey River 

Howard CoW\ty 
Big Creek Lake 

Polk CoW\ty 
Wes. Okoboji 

Diclanson CoW\ty 
Spli'U Lake 

Dlclanson County 
Wes. Okoboji 

Olclanson County 
W I!Jiit Okobcm 

Dlclanson County 
West Okoboji 

Dlclanson CoW\ty 
Spint Lake 

Diclanson CoW\ty 
Wl!llit Okoboji 

Diclanson County 
W es. Okoboji 

Dlclanson CoW\ty 
Wl!llit Okobo)1 

Dlclanson County 

6-2 Dennis Marcwn 
Moorehead 

9-8 We11 Carter 
Menlo 

7-3 Rlclwd 0 V1gnaroh 
Des Momes 

4-14 F'rank J Haidslak 
Bedford 

4-22 Joe Keul 
Des M0111es 

IO.S Leo Mace 
C1aMda 

11-8 Denny Bw-d 
Bw-hnQton 

11-8 DennyBw-d 
BurhnQton 

>28 1.any L Lono 
Des Momes 

7-16 Mark Allard 
Sloux Crty 

&.4 Enc johnson 
Manon 

4-16 Russell McPhall 
Waterloo 

&.22 Brad Aruus 
Coooon 

S-15 Rick Penlland 
EslheMlle 

S-28 E L- jueb 
Spli'U Lake 

4-22 james Rogness 
Spmt Lake 

10.14 Ercyl E KeehnQ 
Charles City 

5-13 Bob Buell 
EstheMlle 

5-5 Bob Fitt.Qerald 
Milford 

5-18 Don Hallett 
Ralston 

8-22 Monty Baker 
EstheMlle 

9-30 Rick Gardner 
Sumner 

6-11 F'rank NlSSell 
Lakeland. f1onda 

10.10 DaVId P Smith 
Cherokee 

6-1 Ahce McCullough 
Vat! 

10-3 Marvin P. Brandt 
Cresco 

4-28 Randy N, Breese 
Ankeny 

5-22 jeny Peschon 
WorthinQIOI\ MN 

8-11 Rlclwd Roe 
Esthemlle 

5-4 Joe E Shuck 
Arnolds Park 

S.S Jell Hansen 
Sibley 

Z-1 4 jon B Parks 
Milford 

4-28 Richard Roe 
EstheMlle 

1-9 Dick Alexander 
Milford 

5-19 BUl Pearaon 
Sibley 

5-25 Vtrg Hamson 
Cherokee 

4 lb. 1 oz. 181'1 

4 lb 1 oz. 19' 

4 lb 1 oz. 19' 

4 lb 19¥( 

BASS (WHITE) 
3 lb 8 oz. 17W' 

31b 4oz. 

2 lb 14 oz. 18 

2 lb. 12 oz.. 17 

SpU'U Lake 
Dlclanson County 

Wes. OkoboJI 
Dlclanson County 

W es. Okoboji 
Dlclanson County 

Wes. Okoboji 
Olclanson County 

Lake WapeDo 
DaVIS Cowuy 
West Okoboji 

Dlclanson Cowuy 
West Okoboji 

Olclanson County 
West Okobop 

Dtclanson County 
BASS (YELLOW) No Entnes 
BLUEGD..L 
l lb 10 oz. 

11b4oz. 

11b3oz. 

llbloz. 

llbloz.. 

lib. 

BUJTALO 

lOW 

lOW' 

J()}'( 

~( 

10' 

Farm Pond 
Adams CoW\ty 

Farm Pond 
DaVIS County 
W es. Okoboji 

Dlclanson County 
Farm Pond 

Woodbury County 
Lake Ieana 

Adams County 
Farm Pond 

Marshall County 

23 lb 8 oz. W4 Sptnl Lake 
Olclanson Cowuy 

22 lb 2 en 33 Slrunlc River 
HertrY Cowuy 

21 lb 12 oz.. 32' West Okoboji 
Dlclanson CoW\ty 

BULLHEAD 
3 lb 8 oz. 17W Farm Pond 

Mahaska County 
21b. 8 oz. 14W Lizard Lake 

Pocahonlas County 
21b. 8 oz. 14W' Farm Pond 

Marshall County 
CARP 
381b 8 oz. 40 Wf!£1 Okoboji 

Olclanson Cowuy 
38 lb 35' Lake Manawa 

Ponawartamle County 
37 1b 44 Spli'U Lake 

Olclanson County 
35 lb 37 M.t.ssisslpp1 River 

Allarnakee CoW\ty 
33 lb. 36" Farm Pond 

Polk CoW\ty 
28 lb 4 oz. 36" Lake Manawa 

Ponawattamle County 
26 lb 2 oz.. 36" W es. Okoboji 

Dlclanson County 
26 lb 36' M1ssJss1pp1 River 

Clayton County 
25 lb 4 oz. 35W Indian Lake 

CA TFISB (BLUE) 
'30 lb 8 oz 4Q 

20 lb 8 oz. 31 1'1 

Van Buren County 

Lake Manawa 
Ponawattamle CoW\ty 
SayloMlle Reservo11 

Polk CoW\ty 
CA TFISB (CHANNELl 

Prairie Rose Lake 
Shelby County 

Spirit Lake 
Dlclanson County 

Sand Pu 

231b, 34" 

18 lb 12 oz. 32 

18 lb. 8 oz. 33\1( 

181b 34' 

!Sib 31\14 

111b 12 oz. 32 

171b. 32'' 

16 lb 13 oz. 29W' 

16 lb. s oz. 28' 

16 lb. 4 oz. 29W' 

15 lb. 8 oz. 32' 

CATFISB (FLATHEAD) 
53 1b 4 oz. 42W 

S21b 46' 

40 lb. 12 oz. 41" 

3llb, 4()' 

20 lb. 36'' 

CRAPPIE 
4 1b 

31b 4oz. 

IT' 

17¥( 

Polk County 
Des Momes River 

Polk County 
Farm Pond 

Machson CoW\ty 
Maflit Reservotr 

Polk County 
Prame Rose Lake 

Shelby CoW\ty 
West Okoboji 

Diclanson CoW\ty 
Mallin Reservoir 

Polk CoW\ty 
Farm Pond 

WapeDo CoW\ty 
Slrunlc River 

Keokuk County 

Cedar River 
L1nn County 
Iowa River 

johnson CoW\fY 
Cedar River 
L1nn CoW\ty 
Cedar River 
Linn CoW\ty 
Cedar River 
Linn CoW\ty 

Greencastle Lake 
Marshall CoW\ty 
Greencastle Lake 
Marshall County 

Date 

5-16 

6-10 

8-11 

&.19 

8-8 

S.l 

4-22 

IG-13 

S-21 

5-29 

7-27 

IZ-16 

~12 

s.s 

>5 

3-24 

8-l 

~5 

IG-27 

5-21 

6-27 

5-28 

3-27 

5-9 

4-20 

6-22 

4-15 

5-22 

6-9 

4-7 

7-22 

6-2 

S.IO 

1-1 

S.ll 

9-3 

5-4 

&.13 

S.IO 

S-29 

5-31 

S.21 

5-25 

3-19 

5-30 

7-4 

5-12 

8-2 

Name and~ 

Dave Maruska 
Sheldon 

MaVIS Ohn 
Spencer 

Dean Taylor 
Sloux Ctty 

Terry Macht 
Benendorf 

Donald Delever 
Calamus 

James L. jones 
Spli'U Lake 

Kerl!leth Bncker 
OkoboJI 

Don Hansen 
Milford 

Judy Casey 
Creston 

George Whl1 e 
Coralville 

Doug johnson 
SpU'U Lake 

Todd C. Janes 
SIOUX Ctty 

Rita M. Wolf 
Omaha. NE 

Tl1n Donahue 
Ma.rshalltawn 

Dean VerMulm 
SIOUX Center 

John H. MlDspaugh 
Loclcndqe 

Bernie Cronstal 
Canoll 

Leonard "Barney" Ross 
Oskaloosa 

H.eath Pomeroy 
Palmer 

Dale A. Olson 
Ma.rshalltown 

Milce Homan 
EM&rville 

Archte Rush 
Council Bluffs 

Mark Panen 
Cherokee 

Edward Helms 
Aurora 

Ben Thompson 
Des Moines 

Riclwd R. Rosman 
Omaha. NE 
James Men 

Hanley 
Milo Lucas 
Ounenberg 

Sieve Cevoclc 
Ely 

Fred DroiZSCher 
CoW\Cll Bluffs 

Ralph E. Fntchey 
Des Moines 

Jerry Rarllle 
CounCll Bluffs 

Manlyn McCrary 
Lake City 

Frank L. Gustafson 
West Des Momes 
Kerlll6th R. DaVIS 

Des M0111es 
DaVIS Hughes 

W11Uerset 
Dale A. Reeser, Sr 

Des Momes 
Mae Brandt 

CoW\cil Bluffs 
Peg Cunell 
Splnt Lake 

Stanley M. Simmer 
Dss Moines 

Rodney G. S¥irlller 
Ottumwa 

Warren Lowenberg 
Hednck 

Ted Slaman 
Cedar Rapids 

KeMeth D Albens 
Coralville 

Paul L. Montoomerv 
Walford 

Roben Null 
Cedar Rapids 
David H. Hurt 

Lisbon 

Alan L. Perlcins 
Marshalltown 

james M. Fordy 
Cedar Rapids 

31b 4oz. 

31b4oz. 
11.1 

3 lb. 2~ oz. ial'( (b 
1111: 

3 lb 2 oz. 17\1( ~ 
!-';: 

31b 2 oz. ISW 
Ill 

2 lb 13 oz.. l6W' I 
N: 

21b 12 oz. 171'1 
i 

2 1b 10 oz. 161-'1' I 
Pal:ll 

2 1b 8 oz. 16" I 
)I 

2 lb 4 oz. 15¥f ' 
Mill 

2 1b 3 oz.. IS" I 
~ 

2 lb IS" Mi 
DJ 

MtJSKIE 
29 1b 12 oz. 45" Poll 

~ 
28 lb 4 oz. 47 , 

Dr: 
251b5oz.. 45 I 

Dr:· 
20 1b 9 oz. 42W I 

Dr: 
16 1b 12 oz.. 40' I 

TIGER MtJSKIE 
' 20 lb 10 oz.. 431-'1' 

[)I 

NORTHERN PIKE 
16 lb. 10 oz. 42'' I 

D 
!Sib 9 oz. 38 

14 lb 9 oz. 

l41b 

D 
41 I 

D 
4() Sil u 

l41b 37 

13 lb 6 oz. 391-'1' 

13 lb 4~ oz. 371'1 

13 lb. 3 oz. 37W 

12 lb 12 oz. 4()' 

12 lb 6 oz. 36" 

121b 2 oz. 3T 

12 lb. I oz.. 371-'1' 

II 1b 12 oz. 33 

II lb. 12 oz. 36" 

II lb. II oz. 

II lb. 8 oz. 

I lib. 

10 lb. 8 oz. 

10 lb 

3S 

35W 

34" 

32W 

35 

10 lb. 351'1 

10 lb. 3T 

PADDLEFlSB 
33 lb. 6 oz. 84" 

2.9 lb. 12 oz. 84l'f 

2.9 lb. 84' 

261b. 84' 

I 
&.1 

• D 
ll 

D 
I 

D • t 

• t 
I I 

( ~ 
I 

v 
~ 

I t! 
I 

I ~ 
Po 

I! 
J 
1 l 

·I 
1 

SAND mJRGEON No Dl 
SiiEEPSii£AD 
19 lb 8 oz. 341-'1' 

18 lb 12 oz. 31 

!Sib 2 oz. 34 

YELLOW PERCH 
l lb 6 oz. 13\1( 

1 lb. 6 oz. 13" 

11b4oz. 121-'1' 

1 lb. 2 oz. 12\1( 

lli'N 
b'All 

PJJI!T 0 

tu"­
p~J 

I 
n.r.u 

b:t 

DQ 
r.-.., 

11::0: 

~~ 

"'-1 
Q 

Ct 

~~. 

~ 
~ 

D 



IT 

! 40 

Name &lid~ 

Raymond Porter 
Centerville 

Rlclwd F. Wluta.ker 
PeUa 

DaVId Sieflcas 
Marshall! own 

Randy Ounsaulus 
Newton 

Dale Hel1dnclcson 
We!Wlurg 

Roger FreJCirichsen 
SchlElSWig 

Thomas W Reese 
Harlan 

judy Thompson 
Bellevue, NE 

Don Langford 
Newton 

DaVld H. Baumbach 
Red Oak 

Wayne A. George 
Marshall! own 

Henry Gerhard 
Dubuque 

Ed SUckow 
Centerville 

Doug SW\ge 
Sibley 

jeff Hurdle 
Spiril La.lce 

Ed Feldhac)(er 
Cherokee 

john Hostenler 
Spirit La.lce 

Doug SW\ge 
Sibley 

Carl Lilienthal 
Spint La.lce 

Donald Rogers 
Fort Dodge 

Carl Lilienthal 
Spiil! La.lce 

Ed DeYOW19 
Des Momes 

Phlhp Rasmussen 
Storm La.lce 

LoiS Hostettler 
Spllll La.lce 

Rick Ziegenfuss 
Cedar Falls 

Darlene Hample 
Jackson, MN 

Dave Brant 
Tenil 

Richard Riley 
Algona 

Don Ramey 
Marshalltown 

WWwn Goetsch 
Spiril La.lce 

Orville Towne 
Sahx 

Mike DeWm 
Gladbrook 

Gary Costas 
Nichols 

Mark McCombs 
SIOUX Rapids 

Erven Rowland 
Council Bluffs 

Don Drahn 
Pos!ville 

Paul Cax 
Marshalltown 

Harold W. Andenon 
Aurelia 

K.a!hy Wilson 
Alden 

Bill Huff 
Sahx 

Jim Ponz 
Bellevue 

Charles Boyles 
Cedar Rapids 

Janice M. Boyles 
Cedar Rapids 

Don Lelunan 
Guttenberg 

Mary Ann Landt 
Monona 

LoMle Haynes 
Omaha, NE 

Ceorge Caggw\0 
WebsterCtty 

)tm w Downs 
WebsterCtty 

Bill Ferns 
Spirit La.lce 

C'larenoe Bendbn 
Arnolds Park 

I lb. 2 oz. !~( 

I lb. I oz. 12W 

I lb. I oz. 12" 

lib ~oz. 12" 

I lb 13" 

I lb. 12" 

lib uw· 
I lb. 12" 

SAUCER 
4 lb. IS oz. 25" 

4 1b 21W' 

3 lb. S oz. 21 Yf 

3 lb. 7 oz. 22W' 

3 lb. rw. oz. 21~( 

3 lb. I oz. 21· 

3 lb. ?Jl' 

2 lb. 12 oz. 19W 

2 lb. 12 oz. ?J1' 

2 lb. 9 oz. 19¥(' 

SUCKERS 
71b. 25 

Sib. S oz. 24 

TROtrr (BROOK) 
I lb. 7 oz. 14 VI( 

TROtrr (BROWN) 
8 lb . 12 oz. 2T 

S lb. 8 oz. 26W' 

7 lb 14 oz. 25. 

6 lb. 4 oz. 23" 

5 lb. 14~4 oz. 23" 

5 lb 9 oz. ~( 

5 lb. 9 oz. 24 

s lb. s oz. 25. 

4 lb. 12 oz. 22W' 

4 lb. B~ oz. ?J1' 

4 lb. s~ oz. 21%'' 

4 lb. S oz. 19W 

41b 20W' 

3 lb. 12 oz. 191-'i' 

3 lb. 4 oz. 2()¥( 

3 lb. 2 oz. 19Vf 

3 lb. 2 oz. ISW' 

3 lb. I oz. ISW' 

TROvr (IUUNIIOW) 
11 lb s oz. 28" 

10 lb. 12 oz. 26" 

10 lb 2 oz. 301-'f 

9 lb. I oz. 28W 

B lb. 12 oz. 28W' 

B lb. B oz. 24" 

8 lb s oz. 30lV' 

Bib. 281-'i' 

7lb. 10~ oz. 26" 

Sib 14 oz. 2T 

S lb. 14 oz. 26W 

Sib 6 oz. 28" 

Where Caught 

Spllll La.lce 
Dlclanson County 

Spiil! La.lce 
Dlcldnson County 

Spiil! La.lce 
Dlcldnson County 

Spllll La.lce 
Dlclanson County 

West Okobo]1 
Dlcldnson County 

Spirit La.lce 
Dicklnson County 

West OkoboJI 
Dlclanson County 

West Okobo]1 
Diclanson County 

Missouri River 
Woodbury County 
Misstsslpp1 River 
Clayton County 
Misstsslpp1 River 

Muscatine CoW"Ity 
Mississippi River 
Jackson County 
Misstsslppl Rrver 
Clayton County 

Mlsslsstpp1 Rrver 
Clayton CoW"Ity 
M.tssissippi River 
Clayton County 

Misstsslpp1 River 
Jackson County 
Mlsslsstppi River 

Muscanne County 
Mississippi River 
Clayton County 

Des MotneS River 
Humboldt CoW"\!y 

Cedar River 
floyd CoW"\!y 

Btg Paw Creek 
Allamakee County 

Buc)( Creek 
Clayton County 

Maquoketa River 
Clayton County 
Turkey River 

Clayton County 
Maquoketa River 
Delaware County 

Elk Creek 
Delaware County 

Sny Magill 
Clayton County 

Joy SpMgs 
Clayton County 

Coldwaler Creek 
Winneshiek County 

Trout RW"I 
Wtnnisluek County 

SpiUIIJ Branch 
Delaware County 

Bear Creek 
Allamakee County 

Schechlman's Branch 
Delaware County 

SprmgCreek 
Mllchell County 

Swiss valley 
Dubuque CoW"\ty 

Swiss Valley 
Dubuque County 

W apstptrUoon Rrver 
Mllchell CoW"\ty 

Sny Magill 
Clayton County 

Swiss V&lley 
Dubuque Coun%y 

Brush Creek 
jaclcson CoW"\ty 

Turkey River 
Clayton County 

Coldwa1er Creek 
Wmneshiek County 

Panenon Creek 
Allamakee County 

Big Paint Creek 
A.llarnakee County 

Bear Creek 
Fayene Coun%y 
Lower French 

Allamakee CoW"\ty 
Turkey River 

Clayton County 
Founta.in Sprmg 

Delaware County 
Patterson Creek 

A.llarnakee County 
Lower SWISS Valley 

Dubuque CoW"\ry 
Htc)(ory Creek 

A.llarnakee County 

Date 

1-4 

7-14 

4-10 

4-10 

7-4 

4-12 

4-1 

4-1 

10.14 

4-8 

ll.S 

8-31 

5-20 

4-13 

ll-20 

10.12 

4-8 

3-17 

4-28 

4-29 

4-22 

S-17 

s.s 

s.s 

4-14 

S-28 

12-26 

8-IS 

S-24 

12-8 

s.s 

7-3 

8-24 

S-13 

4-6 

S-13 

4-21 

3-31 

S-17 

9-ll 

S-28 

S.2 

S-20 

8-12 

4-2"7 

S.IS 

4-14 

4-22 

S.l 

S-26 

Btll Berns 
Spllll La.lce 

MelVIn )erlSen 
Everly 

Dennis A. Roberts 
Ole)( ens 

James Ntelsen 
Arnolds Park 
Sid Ousta!son 

Pnmghar 
Mark Reynolds 

Ruthven 
DenniS A. Roberts 

Dickens 
DenniS A. Roberts 

Dickens 

Die)( Nettleton 
Sioux Clly 

Donald Duchene 
Beaver, Penn. 

Harry R Kardux 
Muscatine 

Thomas C. Maas 
Dubuque 

Pete Oberbroeclclmg 
Luxemburg 

Ruth Mortland 
Cedar Rapids 

Chris Rops 
Cedar Rapids 

Dave Jensen 
Mt Vemon 

Harry Kardux 
Muscanne 

Chris Rops 
Cedar Rapids 

Jun Ahrens 
Clanon 

MtlceHebert 
Charles City 

Ted Wilson 
Wa!erloo 

Me!Yln Breunon 
Gunenberg 
jeff Fontana 

Cedar Rapids 
Larry johnson 

Wa!erloo 
Lloyd Thompaol\ Jr. 

Boone 
Kenneth Pille 

Hiawatha 
Gene w Coon, Sr 

East Mohne, IL 
Mtlce Kermedy 
Cedar Rapids 

Margaret Carter 
Marshalllown 
Mtlce Johnson 

Muon Ctty 
jay Iverson 

Cedar Rapids 
Mike Crane 

Cedar Rapids 
Steve Pelley 

Manon 
Wilham D. Craft 

Bnstow 
Allen L. Bures 

Dubuque 
james Lammer 

Dubuque 
Robert E Reeder 

Nonhwood 
Steve Pelley 

Marion 
Roger Ruden 

Dubuque 

Robert W. Monaghen 
Camanche 

W. C. Fenton 
Elkader 

Terry Hulsebus 
Carroll 

Richard H. jones 
Decorah 

Daniel Corrigan 
Cedar Rapids 

Duane R Clark 
Shell Rock 

Larry Gage 
Lansing 

Marty Trepp 
Eagle Grove 

Ray Payne 
Wyonung 

Shawn T Kelly 
Charles Ctty 

SUe Bruse 
Dubuque 
Jim Kelly 

Davenpon 

Weight 

SlbSoz. 

Sib. S oz. 

s lb. 5 oz. 

Slb4oz. 

Sib. I oz. 

5 lb. 

4 lb. 13 oz. 

4lb9oz. 

4 lb. 6 oz. 

4lb 4oz. 

4 lb. 2 oz. 

3 lb. B oz. 

31b. I oz. 

WJU.LEYI 
11lb. 9 oz. 

11lb. s oz. 

lllb. 

10 lb. IS oz. 

10 lb. 13 oz. 

10 lb 8 oz. 

10 lb. 2 oz. 

10 lb. 2 oz. 

10 lb. 2 oz. 

9 lb. 12 oz. 

9 lb. 10 oz. 

9lb. s oz. 

9lb. 3 oz. 

9lb. 2 oz. 

91b. 2 oz. 

91b. I oz. 

91b. 

Sib. 14 oz. 

s lb. 14 oz. 

s lb. 14 oz. 

B lb. 10 oz. 

Sib. 10 oz. 

Sib. S oz. 

Sib. S oz. 

s lb. 7 oz. 

Sib. 6 oz. 

Sib. S oz. 

s lb. 5 oz. 

Bib. 4 oz. 

13 lb. 4 oz. 

81b. 4 oz. 

8lb, 3 oz. 

s lb. 3 oz. 

8 lb. 2 oz. 

B lb. 2 oz. 

Sib. I oz. 

81b 

Sib. 

8lb 

Length Where Caught 

24 Turtle Creek 
Mllchell County 

24" Buck Creek 
Clayton County 

24¥f Sny Magill 
Clayton CoW"\ty 

24 Pnvate Area 
Allamakee County 

241-lf French Creek 
Allamakee County 

23" French Creek 
Allamakee County 

20W Spmg Creek 
Mitchell County 

21" Nonh Bear 
Wmneshtek CoW"\ry 

?J1' Coldwater Creek 
Wmneshiek County 

ISYJ" Waterloo Creek 
Allamakee Col JUy 

201-'J" B1g Mill Creek 
Jackson County 

?J1' Balley's Ford 
Delaware CoW"\ty 

ISW B1g Mtll Creek 
Jackson County 

30W' Cedar River 
Bremer CoW"\ty 

30W' Cedar River 
Blac)( Hawk County 

29'" East OkoboJI 
Dlclanson County 

31J" Spirit La.lce 
Dickinson CoW"\ty 

30" West Okoboji 
Dlclanson County 

?S" Spllll La.lce 
Dlclanson CoW"\ty 

30" Spirit La.lce 
Dickinson CoW"\ty 

29'' West Okoboji 
Dlclanson CoW"\ty 

29W' WesT. Okoboji 
Dlclanson CoW"\ty 

?S" West OkoboJI 
Dlclanson CoW"\ty 

29'' West Okoboji 
Diclanson CoW"\ty 

29' Spllll La.lce 
Dlclanson County 

29'" Sptnt La.lce 
Dickinson County 

31" Spirit La.lce 
Dlclanson CoW"\ry 

?S" West OkoboJI 
Dlclanson CoW"\ty 

28Vf Spllll La.lce 
Dickinson CoW"\ty 

29Vf Spirit La.lce 
Dlcldnson CoW"\ty 

29W' West Okoboj1 
Dlclanson CoW"\ty 

28" West Okoboji 
Diclanson CoW"\ty 

28"' Mississippi River 
Dubuque Coun%y 

2T West OkoboJI 
Dlclanson County 

21" Spiil! La.lce 
Dlcldnson CoW"\ty 

28" West Okoboji 
Dlcldnson CoW"\ty 

27W West OkoboJi 
Dlclcinson County 

27W Spllll La.lce 
Dickinson County 

27 w· La.lce RathbW"\ 
Appanoose County 

27 w· Spiril La.lce 
Dlclanson County 

28" West Okobq1 
Diclanson CoW"\ty 

27W' West Okoboji 
Dickinson CoW"\ty 

2B" SpirU La.lce 
Dlclanson County 

27 Sptnt La.lce 
Dlclanson County 

27W West Okoboji 
Dickinson County 

27 SpirU La.lce 
Dlclanson County 

28W West Okoboji 
Dlclanson CoW"\ty 

29'" SpirU La.lce 
Diclanson CoW"\ty 

31" West Okobq1 
Diclanson County 

25W Des Momes River 
Polk Coun%y 

27' Sptnt La.lce 
Diclanson County 

2T Storm La.lce 
Buena V"IS!a County 

"New Stare Record 

Date 

S-12 

S-24 

12-28 

4-20 

S-12 

S-24 

S-23 

4-5 

S-4 

S-28 

4-13 

S-20 

10-6 

4-14 

12-23 

10.27 

10.17 

12-27 

10.20 

11-24 

11-25 

ll-2 

12-29 

10.24 

12-24 

10.26 

S-20 

10.27 

10.22 

5-15 

10.19 

10.13 

S-26 

12-21 

10.29 

ll-17 

10.24 

9-1 

ll-25 

ll-8 

ll-15 

S-18 

10-31 

1-10 

10.19 

S-31 

4-28 

7-29 

ll-ll 

11-ll 

S-12 

Name &lid~ 

Conlcltn Hansen 
Mallon Clly 

Gary Campbell 
Davenport 

Louise Emily Ownn 
Davenport 

Dlc)( McBnde 
Marshall! own 

Ole)( J el.tnek 
Downers Grove, IL 

Don Bleich 
Hampton 

Richard Ross 
Greene 

Mar]one Jerrell 
Mason Ctty 

Jeff Ernst 
New Hampton 

Raymond Spauer 
Dot chester 
Dan Hayes 
Benendorl 

Corey D. Holladay 
Cedar Rapids 

Kim Martin Strunk 
Benendotf 

Wtllis E. Dengler 
Denver 

Robert V Piper 
Cedar Falls 

Deruus Slohenberg 
La.lce Park 

Doug SW\ge 
Sibley 

Jun Taylor 
Spencer 

Garry Culbertson 
Esthemlle 

Alvin E. Alan 
Spint La.lce 

BobBendlin 
Spencer 

Jun Taylor 
Spencer 

Alex Thelen 
EstheMile 

Joe E. Shuc)( 
Arnolds Park 
AlYln E Alan 

Sptnt La.lce 
Ftank Htnshaw 

Spirit La.lce 
Harvey V. Larson 

Lone Rock 
Alan Riemenschneider 

Sptnt La.lce 
Bob Bend.l.UI 

Spencer 
Alvin E. Alan 

Sptnt Lake 
Orv Belken 

Spencer 
Bob Bendlm 

Spencer 
Mary Remake! 

Dubuque 
John W Kwper 

Fon Dodge 
DaVld Nielsen 
Arnolds Park 

Don Schoer 
Sioux Rapids 

SUe L. Yeakel 
Story Clly 

Doug Stange 
Sibley 

floyd HW"\dley 
Cedar Falls 

Roger Hough 
Algona 

Don Hasselholf 
Cherokee 

Jun N1elsen 
Arnolds Park 
Doug Stange 

Sibley 
Lloyd Strand 

Spll'\t La.lce 
Jun Meyerd!rk 

Mllford 
Arlo Van IOey 

Doon 
Clarence Bendbn 

Arnolds Park 
Merle Smi1h 

Humboldt 
Sam Reed 

W CoWl&. CA 
Ric)( Ba.nch 
Des MotneS 

Roger Hough 
Algona 

AI Jordahl 
Larrabee 
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PECANS 
ICH GROW 
IN THE 
NORTH 

by R. Douglas Campbell and John H. Gordon, Jr. 

Doug Campbell examines the winter buds 
of a northern pecan tree at his Niagara­
on-the-Lake, Ontario, residence. Pecans 
have shown good hardiness at this 
location for the past 8 years. 

ALTHOUGH MANY 
PEOPLE recognize the pecan 
as a tree of the South, 
relatively few are aware that 1t 
1s also a tree of the North 
Today an Interested explorer 
can find nat1ve stands of 
pecan along the M1ssour1 
R1ver 1n north-central M1ssour1 
and along the Mississippi 
R1ver near Dubuque, Iowa 
The early settlers reported 
flnd1ng pecans along the Ohio 
R1ver as far north as 
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 
Many of these trees have 
fallen to the lumberman s axe 
However there are still a few 
scattered trees of nat1ve 
pecan as far north as 
southern Wisconsin 

The way 1n wh1ch the pecan 
spec1es became distributed 
throughout the North 
American Continent 1s one of 
the most fascmat1ng studies of 
natural h1story Exam1nat1on of 
foss1l remains 1n the southern 
States 1nd1cates that the 
pecan probably or1g1nated 1n 
areas of northern Texas and 
southern Oklahoma Prior to 
the 18th century, the 
Amer~can lnd1ans were 
pr~mar~ly responsible for the 
substantial mcrease 1n the 
grow1ng range of the pecan 
In the south-central areas of 
the U.S A. the pecan was a 

t00-140ft 

staple component of the l.res. and 1 
lnd1an d1et The nuts were 1ave an In~ 
easy to collect, highly ary travels 
nutr1t1ous and could be ~en the lnd 
kept for extended perioos tne VIC n 
of t1me an Important 6 •es tney 
cons1derat1on in the t·e Dtgge~ 
pre-refrigerator era An ar as -sne ed 
store of pecans was g00<1 dse n tnos 
insurance aga1nst hard tin -entary era 
dur~ng the months of the \lln·she.b 
when other sources of fcx llerable a~ 
were scarce Moreover, It 10an tnbel 
lnd1ans of the South trade J1 ncrease 
the pecans w1th the NorH 3 :I tne ~ 
Indians for other goods s1 ( the r tic 
as furs flint tobacco or e ·""ana p 
a good p1pe It 1s believe< t "5 grea• 
that when the lnd1ans we 1 aua ty 
travelling. they planted pe « s rnteres 
nuts 1n the v1c1n1ty of then 'ne word p 
campsites to prov1de an appro~ 
"grubstakes" for the1r fulL ~ '10 an 
descendants S1nce the 1 ~ wh1c 
MISSiSSippi and ItS dozen ~~ out of 
of tr~butar~es were the fascna 
canoe-highways of the · ~ nd ~ 
lnd1ans. the Mighty R1ver c .e lav() 
prov1ded the inroads for t ts ilwh Ch 
spread of pecan growmg sta· Shed 1 
hundreds, possibly thous rt mes an1 
of m1les of waterway cou roore than 
Pa1nt yourself a picture o lirg cere!Tll 
occasional fleets of dugo • hth wer 
canoes of hastily constn ~ .reanos 
camps1tes along the ban ; ~pP sys 
the Mighty R1ver. of chal1 ,- ~ntly a 
tribesmen gathered arou r 19~ ~ 
the danc1ng flames of n tt-e 1"10 

PIC AN 



ent of It) 1 res. and in that picture 
e nuts · ve an instant history of 

highly • ·ly travels of the pecan. 
could beN ln the Indians planted 
jed per~ ; the v1cmity of the1r 
11mporta n ites, they preferred to 
n the n 1e biggest and the 

era Anrtr ;t-shelled selections 
s was gc ~ ;e in those days of 
inst hard 'I •ntary cracking tools, a 
nths of 1 J thin-shelled nut was a 
urces of "' erable attraction. Thus 
\1oreove• · Han tnbes not only 
South Ira "" Increased the growing 
th the N of the pecan but also, 
1er goods -. h their haphazard 
Jbacco o, on and planting 
t IS be 1e1 I" es, greatly improved the 
lnd1ans :-. 11 quality of their favorite 
, planted t is interesting to note 
n1ty of 11 t e word pecan comes 

Jrovide n approximate rendition 
lor their fl. t Indian word "paccan" 
S1nce the 10d which has to be 
id rts doZt • ld out of a hard shelf. 
vere the 1 fasc1nating to observe 

1
ys of the ' e fnd1ans must have 
~lghty A~ )me favored stopover 
nroads fc 1 in which they 
:an gr011 :ibhshed campsites 
;slbly thOI times and consequently 

3terway o 1ore than just a few nut 
:a pcture i 1g ceremonies. Pecan 
ets of du. 1h1ch were planted in the 
;stily cons 1~rel_ands of the 
lllQ the b?. ·~1pp1 system prospered 
ver of c11 f1cent1y and grew mto 
thered a· sh1ngly huge trees ... 
James of n the more northern 

( 0\\f R\ 11/Cl\/Y/ II VU H / IJ\11 
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areas. Several of these 
extens1ve nut groves still ex1st 
in all their primitive glory for 
the observation and inspiration 
of modern man. These groves 
offer the promise of adapting 
the pecan to much more 
northern climates and are a 
treasured footnote 1n our 
history 

The Northern 
Pecan is 

Born Jlgain 
Several members of the 

Northern Nut Growers 
Association explored the 
northern reaches of the 
MissiSSIPPI in October. 1978 
to see 1f any of the original, 
native pecans still exist in that 
area. The members 
mvestlgated the adjacent 
floodplains of the northern 
Mississippi by car and the 
islands by canoe, from 
Burlington to Dubuque. The1r 
efforts were well rewarded 
Although the rema1ning pecan 
trees are widely scattered, 
hundreds of pounds of the 
extra hardy, northern pecan 

1 nuts were harvested . . . from 
trees capable of surviving 
temperatures as low as 
- 40°FI 

Although these nuts are 
somewhat smaller 1n s1ze than 
the papershell pecans of their 
southern cousins, there is a 
major compensation the 
tasty kernels are some of the 
sweetest known to ex1st 
anywhere. 

Now that the pecan hunters 
know where a number of 
northern pecan groves ex1st, 
not only are they assured of 
find1ng more nuts but also 
they can extend their 
exploratory searches further 
northward. The native pecan 
generally is found on the 
floodplains of rivers not far 
above the water level. Several 
promising areas in the State 
of W1scons1n already have 
been marked for exploration 1n 
the fall of 1979 and future 
years. Occasional trees of 
pecan already have been 
discovered 1n Wisconsin such 
as an 80 year old specimen at 
Mount Hope. These recent 
discoveries assure that 
pecans may be grown 1n most 
all of the northern States and 
even the more southern parts 
of Canada. 

The pecan 1s a uniquely 
North Amencan tree. Nothing 
qu1te like it has been 
discovered anywhere else in 
the world There used to be 
numerous nat1ve groves 1n the 

United States, but the 
pressures of intens1ve farm1ng 
and the flooding caused by 
the Mississippi River dams 
came very close to wiping out 
th1s hard1est stram of the 
pecan. 

The Northern Nut 
Growers Association 

The Northern Nut Growers 
Assoctatton was formed in 
1910 as a non-profit, service 
organization to promote 
interest m the growmg of nuts 
and also to promote research 
m the development of 
superior kinds of nut trees for 
the North. The Association 
currently has over 2100 
members m the Umted 
States, Canada, Mexico and 
many countries throughout 
the world. The Association 
has identtfted more than a 
dozen species and hybrids of 
nut trees which are of interest 
for producmg qua/tty nuts 
and/or ttmber in the northern 
temperate zone. For 
information on the association 
and obtaming northern pecan 
seeds, contact NNGA PECAN 
SEED PROGRAM, Mr. John 
H. Gordon Jr., 1385 Campbell 
Boulevard, North Tonawanda, 
New York 14120. 
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With Turkeys, It Isn't 
the Shot that Counts 

By Lowell Washburn 
Courtesy Mason City Globe-Gazette 

t·l~]) at ) 
he turkey 1 
h1t the sl 
ee pot o!l 

up 
Vh p-poor· 
l ·-:d hrt 
t d~es 1 
·r., ~ d 
i)>Fuest~ 
~~ enJ0~11 

es peace 
t stream t 

days !) 
before 4 
The can 



10:30 at night, things are pretty quiet 
' turkey camp, and everyone but me 
it the sleeping bags. I pull the charred 
! pot off the campfire and pour one 
up. 
1ip-poor-wills and barred owls call 
and forth across the steep oak and 
ndges reminding each other that 

g finally has come to the Yellow River 
Forest here in northeast Iowa. I sip the 
~ . enjoying the bird music as water 
es peacefully over the rocks in the 
srream that runs beside the tents. 

e days here have been long, starting 
before 4 a.m. with tea and scrambled 
The camp is always empty before 5 
everyone having headed out toward 
idge he wants to hunt. 
is morning I followed the winding trout 
m for less than a mile and stopped in 
tark to listen. The black sky was stud­
vith white stars that promised a perfect 
1g morning was coming. 
now most of the owls had shut up for 

1ight and it was too early for the song 
; to be up. Suddenly the silence was 
en by the booming gobble of a tom 
•y. He gobbled again, and I could feel 
e bumps rising on my skin. The sound 
~ from the top of the ridge on the other 
of the trout stream. 
rossed the stream and started picking 
vay up the ridge. A half hour later, the 
was still gobbling and I was still climb-
5o far I'd been lucky and hadn't broken 
twigs to tip him off to my presence. I 
ed against a tree to catch my breath. 
gobbling was close now, and if I could 
e another 50 yards I'd dig in and hide. 
1 I'd try to call the tom out of the tree 

what I hoped would be seductive 
ng. 
1e plan was great. except that I didn't 
N there were two toms on that ridge, the 
I'd been stalking and the one sitting in 
•ak about 60 feet to the left of me. Tur­
, don't like to fly before dawn, but this 
had just about enough of watching me 
e around beneath him. Twigs began to 
lk and snap as his great wings thrashed 

o he left the tree. I was too startled to 
Q ) t before the turkey was gone, and the 
0 •r gobbler shut up knowing that some­
tl g besides him was in the woods. The Jig 

up and I started back down the ridge. 
ow I must admit that the flushing gob­
had startled me a little, but a couple of 

's to the south in the same woods, one of 

< 0 \ S[R\ AT/0\ /.'iT II \RC H /Yiill 

the other camp members was just plain 
having the wits scared out of him. 

He was moving down an old logging trai l 
toward a gobbling tom, and when he came 
around the bend in the trail he saw three 
turkeys si lhouetted against the sky in a tree 
about 70 yards down the line. He pulled out 
his call , eased off the road and started to 
sit down. 

What he didn't know was that he was 
about to sit on a white-tai l doe that was 
stretched out flat hoping he'd walk on by. 
The doe, thinking she was about to be eaten, 
exploded from beneath the hunter. She 
didn't try to avoid any brush, but plowed 
through anything in her way, setting up a 
terrible racket. The deer ran right under the 
turkeys and spooked them out of the tree. 
But that was OK because the guy said that 
by then. he was too scared to operate the 
box call anyway. 

A guy from Spirit Lake, who was camped 
near us, said he forgot his turkey permit at 
home. His wife was sending it special deliv­
ery to the nearest town, but it wouldn't 
arrive until the next day. The hunter de­
cided he'd better not take hts gun into the 
woods without his permit, so he just went to 
look around. 

He struck a couple of yelps on his call and 
a tom gobbled back. In a few moments the 
turkey appeared in a clearing 60 yards from 
him and began to display the typ ical 
'T hanksgiving" pose. The display stopped 
and the tom walked up to within 30 feet of 
the unarmed hunter. When I last talked to 
the guy, he had received his license, hunted 
for two days and hadn't seen another 
turkey. 

These experiences are typical of turkey 
hunting. and it seems that turkey hunting 
stor ies are full of the words " if" and 
"almost." 

But all the luck hasn' t been with the tur­
keys this week, and we do have one bird in 
camp. A guy named Scutt bagged him, and 
he is r ightfully proud of his trophy. He is a 
skilled hunter and called two gobblers to 
within 15 yards of where he was hidden at 
the base of a tree. Al l that showed of the 
turkey was his big blue and white wattled 
head as he cautiously peered over a mossy 
log, and he never heard the shot that 
killed him. 

Turkey hunting is a solitary sport, one 
man and one bird. Whtle I enjoy bird hunt­
ing and waterfowling with my friends, there 
is a closeness to nature to be felt when 

you're in the woods alone that can't be 
experienced when you're with a group. 

While leaning against a deadfall, camou­
flaged from head to toe, wildlife can be 
viewed at close hand in a way you never 
dreamed possible. 

This morning was a good example. A few 
yards behind me a ruffed grouse drummed 
from atop a log. while a few feet in front of 
me a squirrel rummaged through the leaves 
on the forest floor. A yellow warbler jumped 
up onto the double-barred shotgun cradled 
across my knees. He took a couple hops 
toward me, then hopped back the other 
way. He pecked at the front shotgun bead 
and fluttered to the ground. 

Everything tensed and stopped moving 
as the black shadow of a hunting goshawk 
moved silently across the clearing. The 
hawk was gone and the birds began to move 
again. Still , no one knew that I was there, 
unless maybe the turkeys did. 

The forest is alive wi th wild flowers now. 
They come in all colors from snow white to 
deep purple. I thought I knew something 
about plant and bird identification when I 
carne into the woods. But now I can see that 
I'll be going through books for a week when I 
get home trying to put names on what I've 
seen here. 

I throw the last couple of swallows of 
coffee into the red-orange coals of the dying 
campfire. The coffee hisses as it turns to 
steam. I'll be back in the woods again 
tomorrow morning, looking for that wily 
bird. 

I remember the words of Richard Bishop, 
a seasoned turkey hunter: "Thei r hearing is 
keen, their eyesight extraordinary: And if 
they could smell , you'd never get one." 

Yes, I think the turkey is too crafty for me, 
and I know that I probably won't fire my gun 
on this trip. But with turkeys, it's being there 
that counts. 

Photo by Ken Formanek 
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By Rex Emerson 

The light cut through the 
darkness of the mght like a 
knife and swept across a 
small f1eld , searching for the 
reflecting eyes of a deer A 
local res1dent called the 
county law center Two 
game wardens happened to 
be ridmg together that mght 
and when they rece1ved the 
call on the1r radio they 
proceeded to the area 
1mmed1ately Fortunately 
they were only ten mmutes 
away but, except for the 
farmer callmg m, they could 
have very well m1ssed seemg 
th1s poacher at work 

As they topped a hill they 
caught the gl1mpse of a 
spotlight shining from a car 
on the next h1ll The light 
was out m about one second 
and they felt sure the 
spotllghter had been 
spooked by the1r headlights. 
The poachers were not 
wantmg to take a chance 
that another car out there at 
2 00 a.m m1ght be the law. 

The two officers had 
worked together many t1mes 
over the year, so each 
understood how the other 
worked and thought, and 
not much conversation was 
necessary at a t1me like th1s 
When the spotlight was 
observed the officer on the 
passenger s1de sa1d, "Punch 
1t!" and the driver pressed 
the accelerator to the floor 
For a few seconds they were 
closing the gap between the 
cars. The red flashmg light 
was turned on and the 
officer dnving said, " Damn" 
when 1t was obv1ous they 
were gomg to " rabb1t" ! Sure 
enough the chase was on . 
Both officers probably 
thought of the1r w1ves and 
chi ldren at home, but didn' t 
ment1on 1t out load. The 
officer on the passenger s1de 
grabbed the radio m1ke, 
reported the1r locat1on and 
told of the1r pursuit. A 
deputy shenff responded 
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that he was twelve miles 
away, but would proceed to 
the area. 

The off1cer dnvmg, a good 
pursuit dnver, had been on 
many chases, and hated 
every one of them Sooner 
or later someone IS gomg to 
get k1lled on one of these 
chases But he knew he had 
to do 1t If you d1dn't 
pursue, other poachers 
would soon find out that all 
they needed to do when 
they saw an off1cer was 
to run 

The chase th1s mght was 
on gravel and d1rt roads. It 
was over hills and around 
sharp corners The poacher 
knew the roads very well 
just over the top of one hill 
was a T-road and the off1cers 
almost lost 1t on that one 
The second officer 
contmued report1ng the1r 
locat1on on the rad1o. The 
chase went on for about ten 
miles, and four stop s1gn 
v1olat1ons By this t1me the 
off1cers were nght on the 
back bumper of the veh1cle 
they were chasing The 
l1cense number of the 
pursued veh1cle was 
reported on the rad1o. The 
poacher knew a square 
corner was com1ng up m a 
quarter of a mile, and he 
knew what was likely to 
happen to h1m when he 
tned to slow down to make 
the corner The off1cer 
probably wouldn 't have 
g1ven h1m a shove, but then 
maybe he would. We will 
nevE>r know because the 
pursued veh1cle gave 1t up 
and stopped. 

The officers' problems 
were not over yet. The1r 
locat1on was qu1ckly 
reported . The officers then 
approached the violator's 
veh1cle from both s1des w1th 
flashlights held in their left 
hands so the1r gun hands 
would be free, and the lights 
were shmed mto the eyes of 

the three occupants m the 
p1ckup truck You never 
know what kmd of person 
you are dealing w1th out 
there 1n the m1ddle of the 
mght. Approachmg the 
vehicle and ordenng them 
out only took a few seconds 
As the officers opened the 
doors on each s1de, one of 
the occupants came out of 
each s1de, fight1ng. 

The deputy sheriff said 
when he arnved on the 
scene there was an officer 
on each s1de of the p1ckup 
w1th h1s knee m the m1ddle 
of the v1olator's back, 
puttmg the handcuffs on 
h1m Before the deputy 
could ass1st them, they had 
already fin1shed w1th the first 
two men and were qu1ckly 
removmg the th1rd man from 
the p1ckup and puttmg the 
handcuffs on h1m. 

In the p1ckup were a h1gh 
powered nfle and a p1stol , 
w1th plenty of ammun1t1on 
for both, also the hand held 
spotlight that had started all 
of th1s I never could 
understand why a hand held 
spotlight was such a popular 
Chnstmas present. The only 
ones I have ever seen used 
were m v1olat1on of the law 

The three men were taken 
to jail. It was learned that 
two of them were conv1cted 
felons. One had been 1n 
pnson half of h1s life. There 
will be a charge of huntmg 
at night with an art1f1c1al light 
flied on each one. The driver 
also received c1tat1ons for 
the four stop s1gns he had 
1gnored, and the loaded 
h1gh powered nfle. The 
p1stol will be taken to the 
county attorney and the two 
felons may get some more 
pnson t1me for possessmg 1t. 
Someone will surely be m 
deep troub le for havmg that 
p1stol without a perm1t. 

As the two game wardens 
were ready to split up and 
go to the1r ind1v1dual homes 
the conversation went like 
th1s : " D1d you know w1thm 
f1ve miles of where our 
chase ended tomghl a City 
officer was shot and killed a 
few years ago?" 

The other off1cer replied, 
" Yeah, I know. Say 'hello' to 
the wde and k1ds for me. " 
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J~r®m Corner 
by Bob Rye 

ADMINISTRATOR CONSERVATION EDUCATION CENTER 

EMPLOYEES, friends and 
udents complain the loudest 
March. That long, boring 

10nth between winter and 
>ring. March is a restless 
ne of year for all. Tied in the 
·asp of winter, one looks 
1ead for the sun and 
arm weather. 
It seems so long to humans 

3cause Christmas holidays, 
Jnting seasons and w1nter 
JOrts are over and long gone 
Easter break, mushroom 
eking and spring planting 
3em like they will never 
•rive. The weather 1s 
11predictable. If you wear a 
inter coat it turns warm; 
:>ring coat and it chills: 
1incoat and it doesn't rain -
r so it seems. 
Even nature complains with 

1w March storms as it tries to 
ecide whether to keep that 
rhite blanket or allow the 
reen one to come forth . In 
ature, the month 
emonstrates a similar 
npatience among animals, 
lants, birds, and insects 
lho want to begin new 
rowing cycles. 
The ice storms come and 

o, leaving broken limbs and 
lazed roads behmd. The sun 
hines brightly for a short 
me, then is covered for the 
3st of the day. I find nature 
eating me with this similar 
orne and go feeling. 

I use nature to "treat" th1s 
oredom. I take a walk 
·Utdoors. I am eager to find 
1e "surprises" out there. 
·ake your walk outdoors in a 
itate Park or wildlife area, 
eep your eyes and ears alert 
10ting all the changes in 
1ings around you. The first 
lues to future growth appear 
1nd start their changes to 
pring and summer. 
Do you see new items. 

uch as rocks in fields or 
>pen places? The earth is 
tlso in a time of changing 
rom one way to another. It is 
reezing and thawmg and this 

I~ ( 0\\/ R\ \T/0\1\/ II \RC H /Y\1,1 

can push rocks, dead stumps 
or posts from the ground 

The ground is very wet from 
the rain and melting snow. 
Springs are flowing with 
renewed vigor. In Springbrook 
State Park, near one of these 
springs, skunk cabbage can 
be found (see photo) this is 
one of the earliest bloomers 
found working 1ts way through 
the snow and giving off its 
faint odor. 

To the careful observer, 
thousands of buds covenng 
the otherwise naked limbs are 
seen Cattails are chang1ng 
from their fuzzy look to fresh 
green shoots. Hepatica, one 
of the forest's early bloomers, 
are starting their show. 

Furbearers, like the mmk, 
raccoon, and muskrat are 
vigorously seeking to establish 
territories and claim mates to 
restart a reproductive cycle. 
The fox has already had its 
young, which are seeking the 
mother's body heat. 

At the top of the dead elm 
you spot a large nest where a 
female great homed owl 
watches you carefully as she 
sets motionless on the nest. 
Her young were born earlier in 
the year as she is the first to 
nest among the wild animals. 

Iowa also has, for the 
observer, a wealth of 
waterfowl at this t1me of year. 
A variety of ducks can be 
watched and listened to. 
Geese are often seen flying 
high in a wedge-shaped flock, 
signalling that the forthcoming 
change of spring is near. 

Look in the mud around the 
ponds and streams; find the 
tracks and maybe a frog, 
turtle or salamander. Watch 
for the robins, cocoons 
or turkeys. 

Even though March IS a 
long month for most of us and 
we feel many changes are 
against us, nature IS taking 
advantage of this time to let 
you know of her presence. 

- - --- --

WILDFLOWER OF THE MONTH 

SKUNK CABBAGE 
(Symplocarpus foetJdus) 

by Dean M. Roosa and Sylvan T. Runkel 

IN EASTERN IOWA during 
late winter, an annual mystery 
occurs in the wet woodlands 
and marshes - a mystery so 
compelling that a Luther 
College professor has devoted 
many hours dunng the past 
eight years studying it. The 
mysterious event IS the initiation 
of the growth of the flower of 
Skunk Cabbage which occurs 
when snow is yet on the 
ground and may occur when 
snow-covered. 

The plant generates its own 
heat and maintains a nearly 
constant temperature of 72°F -
as much as 63° above the 
temperature of the surrounding 
air and soil , and may continue 
to do so for up to two weel<s. It 
is often found in a small puddle 
of water - surrounded by 
frozen earth. The plant is fairly 
common near Luther College 
and the professor is Dr. Roger 
Knudson, who has designed 
special equipment to measure 
the plant's temperature and 
oxygen consumption and has 
begun to unravel its mysterious 
life-cycle. He has described" 
how the roots are contractile 
and may shorten in unison, 
pulling the stem into the 
ground. A mature plant has 
hundreds of pencil-sized, 
wrinkled roots which anchor an 
underground stem which 
annually sends up two 
inflorescenses and six to eight 
leaves. Individual plants may be 
mcred1bly old, rivaling or 
exceeding the age of the 
nearby old oaks. 

The flower of th1s remarkable 
plant is a horn-shaped maroon 
spike with an opening on one 
s1de which discloses a knobby 
spadix with bnght yellow 
anthers. The fetid odor, from 

• 

which the plant gets its 
common name, attracts certain 
species of flies which crawl 
over the flower, transferring 
pollen and thus accomplishing 
fertilization. After the flower 
decays, leaving a small pile of 
seeds on the wet ground, the 
leaves rapidly elongate and 
achieve a height of two feet by 
June, when they appear 
somewhat like cabbage leaves. 

In Iowa, the plant is known 
from Allamakee, Fayette, Linn, 
Muscatine and Winneshiek 
counties. 

Skunk Cabbage, like others 
in the Arum or Calla family, 
contains within its tissues a 
compound called Calcium 
oxalate. If eaten or merely 
tasted, it causes an extremely 
painful burning sensation and 
may also cause affected tissues 
to swell and may lead to other 
harmful problems. Indians and 
pioneers used it for medicinal 
purposes Including treatment for 
headache, asthma, bruises, 
bleeding from an open wound 
and even for toothache and 
other disorders. In spite of the 
skunky odor and burning taste, 
it was also used for food by the 
Indians - but not until it had 
been specially treated by 
thorough drying and 
subsequent thorough cooking. 
This plant, at some stages in its 
life cycle, may ba confused with 
the poisonous Indian Poke. 

Should your late-winter 
wanderings take you to the 
wooded haunts of the Skunk 
Cabbage, we hope you can 
appreciate the quiet mystery 
you are observmg. 

·Read ·Plants m Heat', by Dr Knudson, 
m the March, 1979 Natural Hrstory 
Magazme 
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Can you find the pheasant? (Answer page J 4) 
Photo by Ron Johnso, 
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