


I1t’s More T han Just
Clean Water

As | think about the impor-
tance of water quality on eco-
nomic development, I'm struck by
something | find very ironic: In
the 1800s, a simple log cabin
constructed along side a stream
or a lake was a necessity
\ccess to water was essential to
life

'wo hundred years later, a
simple log cabin constructed
along side a stream or lake 1s a
dream for many. Access to
water 1s viewed as essential to
making life better.

[n many ways, our attitude
toward water has come full
circle. Access to clean water
was an essential element to
economic development 150 years
ago to sustain life. Today clean
water can be fuel that drives our

economic development engine.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

Years ago, as technology
grew and agriculture grew, water
became a challenge that had to
be conquered. The soils beneath
the prairie potholes were viewed
as far too valuable to be left
covered with water, leading to
extensive draining of the marshes
and wetlands covering much of
our landscape.

Our prairie streams and
rivers were viewed as conduit,
reconfigured to maximize their
ability to carry away the things
we didn’t want, hike excess
water, sewage and other waste

Where are we today? |
believe we stand on the brink of a
fundamental change 1n attitude
regarding natural resources. 1'd
like to believe that we are coming
to the point of recognizing our
natural resources, such as water,
as assets that can be improved
and preserved to enhance our
quality of life.

People are placing a high
value on recreation, partly
because many have less time for
recreation in the fast-paced world
that we live in today. We have
seen land values on marginal
farmland escalate 1n recent years
as people seeking recreational
land jump into the market. We’ve
seen it chimb even higher this fall
in the area where a record deer
was harvested.

But it that land 1s along a
quality waterbody, watch how the
value explodes exponentially. A
landowner would have to sell
approximately four acres of top
lowa farmland to buy a single

foot of lake shore property at

West Okoboji, lowa’s top natural
lake. Let me put that in perspec-
tive for you. It costs approxi-
mately $1,000 an inch to pur-
chase lake front property at West
Okoboyt,

Did you know that annually
60 percent of lowans make at
least one trip to an lowa lake?
['hat 1s in contrast to about 25
percent who go outside lowa for
a trip to a lake. The average
number of trips to lowa lakes is
about eight per year. Picnicking,
fishing, nature appreciation.,
boating and swimming are the
primary activities these people
pursue. Water quality 1s the most
important factor in selecting a
lake. It even exceeded proximity
and facilities as a factor. Free-
dom from bacteria and water
clarity were the water quality
factors most important to
people’s choice of lake. Forty-
six percent of lowans believe the
lake nearest them i1s important or
very important to the economic
vitality of their community,
compared to 25 percent who
don 't believe 1t 1s important.
Fifty-seven percent of lowans
believe the lake nearest to them
would be important or very
important to the economic vitality
of their community 1f 1t were
significantly improved. Similarly
48 percent of lowans believe the
lake nearest them makes their
community an interesting and
vibrant place. Fifty-four percent

behieve the lake nearest their

Director’s Message

cont. on page 5
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by Lowell Washburn
In the early 1970s, under the dawn of a new
ally agricultural era, private wetlands were drained
a one by one to “feed a hungry world.” Today,
el thanks to the 1985 Farm Bill and changing
S farming practices, those wetlands are popping up
a for agam.
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‘ A new online mapping system is helping lowans
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For some lowans, a trip to Springbrook is a part
} of their history. For a few, it’s part of their

future.
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R N R T by Jessie Rolph
In 1979, with little more than a card table, a
borrowed phone and a focus on land acquisition and
public education, the lowa Natural Heritage Foun-
dation was formed. A quarter of a century later, it’s
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Viake your life a bit simpler .

Save yourself time by ordering or renewing your
subscription to the lowa Conservationistonline with just
a few simple clicks. Visit www.iowadnr.com and click
on the magazine cover, or type in the web address
below.

While you're at it, order a subscription for a friend.

Don't want to subscribe on-line? Use the handy prepaid
envelope inside this issue. Subscription rates for the
Conservationistare $12 forone year, $18 for two years
and $24 for three years.

... order your subscription
to the Conservationist online!

www.iowadnr.com/conservationist/

Just in time for the holidays, our
2004 calendar (January/February
issue) features photos from four
notable lowa outdoor photogra-
phers. New subscriptions ordered
before Dec. 15 will begin with this
calendarissue. Calendars may be ”
purchased separately for $3 each. -‘" “" *
‘Order yours today at lowa Conser-
vafionis, 02 . th 1, Des Moines, ONSERVATIONIST
IO‘WQ 5“319--‘.-'7. BFWIfhﬁ DEPARTMENT OF NATURALRESOURCES
| 2004 lowa Calendar

Or use the envelope found in this issue.
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[OWA’S RESTORED WETLANDS

Returning a
[ittle Slice of
Paradise

Article and photos by Lowell Washburn

[ must have been daydreaming. You know, just kind of
staring off into a corner of the duck blind instead of concentrat-
ing on the sky.

The dream ended abruptly, however, when a hen mallard
loudly hailed the decoys. Slowly turning my eyes skyward, |
soon spotted the approaching ducks. The flock’s behavior is
best described in two words — total commitment.

With wings locked and orange webs extended, the mallards

bailed from the November sky like an osprey after a fish.
There was no time, or need, to reach for the call. The flock’s
decent was so rapid, in fact, that by the time I had traded my
insulated coffee mug for the shotgun, the birds were hovering
just inches above their plastic counterparts. It was a lead pipe

Great blue heron (right)
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situation, and one bird fell at the
report of each barrel

A moment later the drakes lay.
side by side, on a bed of marsh grass.
Smooth. sleek and colortul, they were
a sight to behold. But then, the rich
elegance of full plumaged, late season
greenheads has always been the gold
standard of waterfowling on the
Mississippi Flyway.

But on this particular morning, a
brace of tat bull mallards represented
far more than just the beginning of a
successful Saturday duck hunt, For
me. 1t marked the culmimation of a
wetland journey that had come full
circle. It was a trip that had taken

more than 30 years to complete.

EEven today, the tale seems too
far fetched to be believed. Actually,
the story 1s more than the saga of a
single marsh. It 1s a commentary of
simpler times, economic turmoil and
eventual cultural change. Taken in
context, it documents incredible
changes in land use attitudes and
depicts how many lowa landowners
have altered the way they view, and
treat. our native wetlands.

I'he wetland | was hunting 1s not
particularly large. At the widest point
It probably measures less than 50
yards across, and 1s about 100 yards
or so in length. Biologists would call
it a prairie pothole, a living artitact ot
the vast Wisconsin glacier that
scoured 1ts way across lowa eons
ago. Historically, around 6 million
acres of lowa’s prairie landscape
was pockmarked with wetlands — or
potholes — just like this one

[ first hunted the pothole during
the autumn of 1964. At that time. 1t
lay smack in the middle of a family
farm. Like most farms of the era, the

operation consisted of a diversitied

crop rotation that included oats,
alfalta, corn and an occasional plot of
soybeans. The farmer had hogs,
laying hens, and milked 18 head of
Holsteins

After

being milked early each morning the

Dairy cows need pasture

cattle followed a narrow, fence-lined

lane that led to the grass. My marsh
or slough as the farmer called 1t
lay in the center of that pasture. |

call 1t my marsh because, as far as |

knew. no one else ever bothered to

hunt there. For me, the marsh was

nothing less than a little slice of
paradise.
Although the pasture was heavily

[ contained a

grazed. the pothole itse
rich mix of native, aquatic plant life.
Dense stands of cattail, arrowhead.,
and softstem bulrush were punctu-
ated by various-sized pockets of open
water. Beneath the surface, the

wetland environment was choked

with all sorts of lush, submergent
pond weeds. In spite of pressure
from the surrounding landscape, the
plants acted as effective natural
filters. The marsh water was crystal
clear and hiterally teemed with all
sorts of wondrous, aquatic life.
Peering into the underwater environ-
ment, [ identified water boatman,
predaceous water beetles, water
scorpions and larval dragonflies.

All this was great entertainment
but, as a budding teenaged duck
hunter, | came mainly for the fowl,
I'he slough couldn’t be seen from the
road, and getting there required a 10-
minute walk from the barn. Because
of 1ts secluded location, abundant
food and thick cover, the marsh was
a veritable duck magnet

During the early days of the
season, the marsh was visited by
numerous flocks of migrating blue- .

winged teal. The bluewings were

-

reckless and usually came straight to

R i T

the LiCcu}'H.

[Later, there would be snipe,
pintails, baldpate, green-winged teal.
and an occasional flock of gadwall.
Al sunset, scores (sometimes hun-
dreds) of wood ducks would fly 1n
from the river to roost 1n the security
of the cattails. By late October, most
of the woodies would be gone and the
flights were dominated by newly
arrived mallards and greenwings.

I'he marsh also provided ample

opportunities to observe all sorts of

intriguing “nongame” wildlife such as
painted turtles, red-sided garter
snakes. blue herons and marsh
wrens. During summer, the pothole
even hosted a resident colony of
yvellow-headed blackbirds. During a

tough winter, especially after the

fencelines had drifted full, rooster |

pheasants — sometimes lots of them
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WETLAND HEROES

Right: The late Kermit
Hovey (left) discusses a
Hancock County soils map
with DNR Waterfowl|
Biologist, Guy Zenner.
Hovey was the first farmer
in North Central lowa to
restore wetland basins
under new provisions of
the 1985 Farm Bill. Based
on Hovey's success, other
landowners soon followed.

DNR Wildlife Biologist Ron Howing examines a
fragment of drainage tile broken to restore an
Emmet county wetland. Described by his
peers as a ‘pothole pioneer,” Howing cleared
his desk to make visiting with farmers, and
encouraging them to restore wetlands, a top
priority. His initial efforts led to the creation of
hundreds of new marshlands in the state's
northwest region.

Above right: Dave McBreen enjoys the
scenery at a restored wetland on his Dickinson
County farm. McBreen was one of the first
landowners to become active in marsh
restoration in northwest lowa.

Since the NRCS first recognized water as an acceptable cover type under guidelines of the 1985 Farm
Bill, nearly 500 farmers [in northwest and north-central lowa] have restored 758 wetland basins
encompassing 2,971 acres of water. On public lands, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and lowa DNR
have formed partnerships with Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, lowa Natural Heritage Foundation,
and others to restore 1,307 basins providing 7,789 acres of marshland habitat in lowa’s 35-county
Prairie Pothole Region. Additional restoration efforts continue statewide.

could be found hiding beneath the ing, and change was inevitable. The new owner was a nice

pothole’s wind-proof cattails. When it came to my personal wetland  enough guy. But the world, and the

[0 a young boy, life at the paradise, the change would not be for

pothole seemed timeless. An endless the better. agricultural era had arrived. In an

cycle of freezing and thawing By 1970, the aging farmer’s all-out etfort to “feed a hungry

birds coming north in the spring. health had begun to fail. Shortly world,” farmers were being encour-

rearing their young, and then disap- thereafter, he moved to town and a

pearing to the south again in autumn. new owner took over the family ditch. The hen house and 18-cow

But the sense of stability was deceiv- farm. dairy operation were doomed to

aged to tarm from road ditch to road

times, were rapidly changing. A new

Y




become historic footnotes. Bigger had
become better. Bulldozers arrived and
fencelines and woodlots were pushed
aside to accommodate larger and
larger equipment. My marsh, along
with hundreds of others just like 1t. had
suddenly become an intolerable
NUIsance.

One by one, the last surviving
private wetlands were drained. In the
summer of 1972, there were no
muskrats, yellow-heads or mallard
ducklings produced on my pothole.
Instead. the now-tiled wetland pro-
duced its first crop of corn for the
farm’s new owner.

By the fall of 1973, every single
private marsh I had hunted as a youth
had been drained and pressed ito row
crop production

Back then. no one even dreamed
that many of lowa’s precious prairie
wetlands would one day be restored.
Had anyone even suggested that

conservationists and farmers would

II:j [ L Oonservalio | ® . mber Decemt N

one day join

RESTORING
SOIL, WATER
& WILDLIFE

A
JOINT CONSERVATION

forces to
convert
crop fields

to marshes.

EFFORT WITH IOWA'S
FARMING COMMUNITY

they would
have been e

well, (=
let's just i =il
say that 1t
would have
been best to keep such thoughts to
vourself.

What we did discuss, though, was
how fortunate we were that early
conservationists had acquired and
preserved a number of the region’s
larger. now public wetlands. Without
acquisitions like Ventura Marsh, Rice
Lake, Myre Slough or Eagle Lake.
waterfowling opportunities would
have been extremely limited 1n our
region of the state.

We figured, that as far as lowa’s

prairic wetlands were concerned, 1t
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was the end of the story. But once
again, change was nevitable. This
time for the good.

Somehow, the farming-from-
road-ditch-to-road-ditch thing just
didn’t work out. Instead of feeding a
hungry world, the end result was a
degraded environment, compromised

water supplies, commodity surpluses.

and countless farm bankruptcies.

Efforts to reverse the trend produced

a new and massive federal program
the 1985 Farm Bill.

Today, the 1985 Farm Bill 1s best



When the bulldozers arrived more recently.
it wasn't to tear down fencelines and
woodlots as they did in the 70s, but to
enhance the restored wetlands with small
dikes and islands.

In addition to supplying critical habitat,
restored wetlands, such as the 3,000-acre
Union Hills complex (above), offer
excellent sources of food and fuel for
migrating species such as these tundra
swans enroute to their arctic nesting areas.




Wetlands are one of the most
richly diversified ecosystems.
Marshes and their surrounding
vegetation attract not only ducks
and geese, but furbearers such as
muskrats (below), other
waterbirds such as snipe (bottom
right), and lowa’s favorite
gamebird, the pheasant.

remembered for its Conservation
Reserve Program. Idling more than
2 million acres of lowa grasslands,
CRP ushered in the greatest period
of pheasant hunting, eco-tourism and
so1l conservation ever witnessed
during our hifetimes. Perhaps less
well-known 1s the fact the 1985 Farm
Bill also had a profound and positive

impact on lowa wetlands. So posi-
tive, in fact, that some conservation-
Ists go so far as to say the measure
was the best thing to happen to
prairie potholes since the retreat of
the Wisconsin glacier.

“What made the 1985 Farm Bill
so important 1s that it was the very
first Farm Bill to recognize water as
an approved cover type.” said DNR
waterfowl biologist Guy Zenner.

“Now, instead of just being able
to use traditional cover types, such as
brome or other grasses on idled
acres, the stage was set for farmers
to actually break tile lines and put
water back into natural basins.”

T'o most lowans, the prospects of
a farmer being willing to break up
drainage tile to flood a corn field to
build a marsh was only slightly more
farfetched than the prospects of an
alien landing. In the Midwest
cornbelt, drainage had become
sacred. Drainage ditches and
drainage tile had been the in-thing
since European immigrants first
arrived on the scene nearly 150 years
earhier. For at least three genera-
tions, landowners had operated under
the government-subsidized concept
that the only good wetland was a
drained wetland.

“At first, we (wildlife biologists)
figured that cutting tile lines and
restoring marshes wouldn’t have
much support,” said Zenner.

“What we were looking for were
proneers of sorts — people who were
actively engaged in farming but who
also had a strong interest in conserva-
tion and wildlife. At best, there were
probably only two or three people like
that per county, but it was a start.

We talked to them about wetlands

and a couple of them decided to give

itatry.”




i O R S T LEGACY WETLAND
. 3 ok | _ ‘ / Former DNR Director Larry Wilson was
| X 3 5 | ¥ | honored in September during a ceremony

dedicating a 700-acre marsh complex that will
bear his name, the first in a series of three.

m Bil Wilson served lowa as DNR director for a
a3 record 14 years. During that time he gained a
dteras - S ' _ B Vo e reputation for being a

DNR - Sibel ™ WA A A ARER T It tireless crusader for

er, 1 MG\ : 735 Jy: '. & 3 NI ' waterfowl and

g able & il e AR R N R .? ® wetlands

G o AIYARY: 1Y SN M SR RN conservation. He

q | I\ LU DN DNESs SO /7 Norsed AN R ) oversaw the creation

Iers / (IS X O Rma N ROV R R TN YN | of the Prairie Pothole

P ___ 2 xR A LIS N AL Joint Venture, the

REAP program and
lowa’s private lands
outreach. “For all of
us who benefit from
lowa wetlands and
the rich diversity of

nects of
K up
eld to

y more

i wildlife they support,
R 1 0 _ _ A YN TRV Wil \ this tribute is a very
: VAL P R P R RN T NRYAREE | fitting way of saying
__ M [ \ IR AYARLA thank you to an
hing W - e 3 s YUY _' CVLVUAR Y ARl outstanding leader,”
sl ATV Y / A W TTREE Bl | said Ducks
0 years 8 B SR [ W A\ RN WL O 1O\ LTS Unlimited project
a SR Y o ¥ A W ' 1 B} | coordinator Keith Helland.
e Rk SR AN B e m SR Ve Y The wetlands complex will provide more
ot AT RUA N g PR ALY | than recreational opportunities and critical
i waterfowl habitat it will also play a crucial role

in enhancing the water quality of East Okoboji
Lake.
“This complex once contained 30

e separate marshes. Those basins are still
v there. The first thing we're going to do is go
V| IS | & in and break every single tile line, and then
rwee SR pAR e o/ . B we are going to bring that water to the
0we ST R . | | e A0 T R surface. Every drop of water from 4,000
utwho S 1 <N TR s, | acres of watershed will be purified by these
nsert 8 IETRNET SO ARRI (L (BN, B TN ) | . wetlands before entering Okoboji,” said
ewere § B ek -t gy | Richard Bishop, chief of the DNR's wildlife
plelike Y \EASY 32 =V A VRS IR N | bureau.
ot \! U e i - The Wilson Legacy Marsh series will be
nds located in the northern, western and eastern
l sive regions of the state, making each project

accessible to the greatest number of lowans. |







Restoration mechanics were

simple. Any tile lines running through

a drained marsh basin were inter-
rupted, or cut, and a standpipe outlet

was installed in the open line. A small

dike was often pushed up at the
marsh’s low end, and the standpipe
allowed excess water to continue
down the tile line. If a farmer eventu-
ally decided to re-drain the marsh,
leveling the dike and reconnecting the
tile line would quickly reverse the
process.

But although wetland restoration
may have been a tough sell at first,
biologists were downright amazed —
shocked may be more appropriate —
at how quickly interest grew. Within
three years, the program had literally
snowballed out of control. so much so
that wetland waiting lists were begin-
ning to develop. One DNR
biologist even received a phone
call from an angry landowner
who claimed that one of his
neighbors had somehow
managed to “cut in line” and
had two wetlands installed
ahead of him.

“Although it was tough at
first, the program really sold
itself,” said Zenner.

“As soon as the restored
marsh basins filled, there was
an immediate and dramatic
wildlife response. There was
tremendous use by breeding
ducks. During late spring, large
numbers of mallard, teal and
wood duck broods could be
observed on the new wetlands
and farmers liked that.”

The real selling point for many
landowners, however, was the chance
to attract breeding pairs of giant

Canada geese to their land. The geese

are big, vocal and extremely notice-

able. Contemporary farmers had
never seen nesting Canadas. The
chance to see geese during the
summer and the opportunity to hunt
them during the fall proved over-
whelming, he added.

“(Canada geese almost became a
status symbol. ['d say that, more
than any other single wildlife species,
it was the giant Canada goose that
prompted the most landowners to
restore wetlands on their farms.”

[n addition to ducks and geese,
newly restored wetlands rapidly
became inhabited by a host of other
water birds. Egrets, grebes, herons.
rails and shorebirds all found the
marshes to their liking. If adequate
stands of cattails were present, many
potholes were soon invaded by
colony-nesting flocks of yellow-

headed blackbirds. Although yellow-
heads were historically common on
[owa marshes, most modern day
farmers had never seen or heard one.

“It was very gratitving to see

how these new areas were colonized
by such a wide variety of wildlife
species,” said Zenner.

“There were suddenly hundreds
of acres of wetland habitat available
y found

them. But even more amazing was

and the birds immediate

how quickly some terrestrial species
like frogs, turtles and muskrats
showed up on restored basins.
Sometimes they’'d arrive within a
week of when a pothole filled with
water. Some wetlands were very
1solated and had been drained and
farmed for a century or more. Of
course, the birds were locating new
marshes from the air. But how a
turtle would know to travel there 1s a
mystery. It was just incredible to
watch — almost like spontaneous

generation.

Wetland restoration in lowa,
particularly northern lowa, has
iIncreased nesting by not only typical
nesting waterfowl, but also some of
the more uncommon ones such as

canvasbacks and redheads (left).




Of course, not all of the n-
creased inventory of lowa wetlands
has occurred on private lands

Significant gains have been made

Some of the projects are enor-
mous. In north-central lowa, for
example, Cerro Gordo County’s Union

Hills Waterfow! Production Area has

or tons of other equipment. All a
hunter really needs 1s a bag of decoys
and a pair of hip boots. A group of

hunters 1s usually able to move off by

during the past decade in the acquisi-

grown to nearly 3,000 acres. More itselt and enjoy a quality hunt. Best ol

. R - - e T — T R ———— —

tion and enhancement of public marsh
areas. Ongoing partnerships between
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
county conservation boards, lowa
DNR. Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants
Forever and others have resulted in
the creation of thousands of acres of
wetland habitat. From 1987 to 2002,
1,307 basins totalling 7.789 acres
were created in just a 35-county zone
within the Prairie Pothole Joint

Venture region.

16

than 40 wetland basins, most ranging n
size from one-half acre to 25 acres,
have been restored. More restorations
are planned for the near future,
including one basin covering 1380 acres.
“These new public areas present
l[owans with some tremendous recre-
ational opportunities,” said Zenner.
“Most of the restored basins could
be described as ‘walk in” areas.
Getting there doesn’t require a huge

cash outlay for an expensive blind boat

all, the hunters are usually successful
bagging ducks and geese. That keeps
people coming back.

“When you have large numbers of
restored potholes suddenly dotting the
landscape. there 1s strong potential for
hunter recruitment. During the 2001
duck opener, we counted 72 vehicles 1
the Union Hills parking lots. A lot of
those people were younger hunters.”

My marsh 1s one of those basins

restored on public land. Beginning in




r S, ol

v A AT
Ll ds N
o - Ty
AN

w 3

1986, the new ) y " _ '

.
»
1R

"I

OWINEr

enrolled most

of the farm into the CRP. The next one of those cattail marshes were When combined with artificial

spring he cut the tile lines and refilled  formerly drained and farmed. nesting structures like the mallard

the very same marsh he had drained in Except for a short earthen dike and cylinder (far left), restored

1972, At the conclusion of his 10-year standpipe outlet tube, the old farm geéif?ds get more “bang for the
LCK.

CRP contract, the farmer was ready to pothole looks just like 1t did when I first
retire. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife visited in the autumn of 1964. The

L ) | — ‘ ) The benefits of wetland
Service and the lowa DNR teamed up  biggest difference is that, for the first

restoration are far-reaching,

to [‘”flf't‘hﬂ“” the pmpuﬂ}-'_ . time ever, it trul.}. IS my marsh creating habitat for not only

loday, my marsh 1s part of a prairie Better yet, it’'s now vour marsh waterfow! species but others such
wetland complex that encompasses too. I wish someday you and I could as the yellow-headed blackbird,
three tracts of public land and one farm  hunt there together. Once you've pied-billed grebe and Blanding's
partially enrolled in the Wetland Re- spent a morning in the blind, I think turtle.

serve Program. The combined proper- you’ll agree the place truly is a hittle

ties contain 19 active wetlands. All but slice of paradise.




@ It seems nearly every new produc
or service on the market today ad-
dresses one basic principle — making

“your” life easier. The buzzword is
convenience, from interest free financ

ing. to home cooked meals in a box, to
I O I l l O ‘ 2 e shopping at home over the internet.
The 1dea 1s to make 1t as easy and

pain-free as possible for customers to

buy a product.

l A HE“ intera(:ti"?e n]ﬂpping S}?Stem a‘?ailable That CHI]L‘CPI 1s the same for the
on the DNR’s website i1s educa(ing lowans lowa Department of Natural Re-
S . : sources, which entered that “conve-
i abOUt the reldtlonShlp bet“ _een nience’” arena when 1t debuted the
watersheds and water quality. Watershed Atlas on its web site
]t"s HISO making hetter hunters and anglers www.iowadnr.com. The difference is.
out ()f them the atlas 1s free and users don’t need

special software to use it.

The primary 1dea behind the

by Mick Klemesrud
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watershed atlas was to illustrate how
water quality is a reflection of its
watershed. The atlas starts at the
most basic level, explaining what a
watershed 1s and how each sub-
watershed is part of a larger one.

“We are collecting a lot of
information statewide dealing with
land use, erosion, that has not been
easily available to the public,” said
Ubbo Agena, with the DNR’s
nonpoint source program that funded
the atlas. “This atlas makes informa-
tion easily available, where before it
might be hard to find.

“Our hope with this atlas 1s, the
more people know about watersheds
and the better understanding they
have, the better they can address
issues like impaired waters or water
quality. If we are successful at
educating people on watersheds,
hopefully it will lead to changes that
result in better water quality,” Agena
said.

Although the atlas was developed
for people who work with watersheds

in mind, there are a number of
features the general public can
benefit from. For example, if some-
one wants to go pheasant hunting,
doesn’t know any landowners and
1sn’t comfortable knocking on doors
asking for permission, they can go to
the atlas and look for the public

hunting areas that have a good mix of

habitat and food sources.
Anglers can also use the color

infrared (CIR) photography feature to

research a new place to go fishing.
The CIR feature shows where boat
ramps are located on a lake or nver,
and the estimated distance between
points for canoe floats. All that
information can be printed as a map
to take along on the trip.

“You can zoom 1n to see your
favorite hunting or fishing spot or to
research new areas, the possibilities
are practically limitless,” said Cam
Conrad with the Geographic Informa-
tion Systems at the DNR, who
developed the site. The atlas also lists
easting and northing coordinates for
Global Positioning Systems. Those
coordinates can also be converted to
latitude and longitude for other uses.

“There are a whole lot of things
you can use this atlas for that go
beyond water quality,” Agena said.

Mark Wilson, with the Warren
County Conservation Board, uses the
watershed atlas almost every day
when working with landowners to
make wildlife habitat plans, measure
a piece of land where he will install
fencing, or to get an acreage estimate
for prairie seed.

He particularly likes the CIR
feature. He has a lot of people stop
in his office looking for public ground
to hunt. Wilson can print them a map
that shows the exact boundaries of
the public hunting area.
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“It has been really helpful for
me and for people coming in to my
office.” Wilson said.

The atlas also comes in handy
when he wants to see “over the
hill.” For example, if he finds a
certain prairie plant or remnant
prairie along the road, he can go to

the atlas, select the CIR feature and

see if there are other tracts of the
prairie beyond what can be seen
from the road.

Wilson also uses 1t to improve
his hunting. He looks at the land
where he hunts and how 1t 1s

The atlas can identify where a
certain piece of land drains
within a watershed, which can
help with improvements on the
landscape and lead to better

water quality. Water quality is a

reflection of land use in the
watershed. The map below
shows watersheds at the
Watershed 12 level, the
smallest available.
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connected to land around it, looking
for deer travel patterns. It’s a great M
way to do some scouting while sitting brow
The yellow highlighted area on the map shows DNR land (Heery at home, he said. ror
Woods State Park in Butler County) within the viewing area. The The atlas also has applications a0 &
legend feature (top) shows what each of the colors and lines for the classroom. Conrad displayed e
represent. the Atlas at the lowa Science
) Teachers Fall Conference last 66K
F watershed Atlas - Microsolt Internet Explorer N T =10] x| _ S Ll i i .
it October to an overwhelmingly il
positive response. The teachers said

Fle Edt View Favorites

their students could use the site for
science projects and would have little
problem using the tools.

Ron Wilmot, the technology

coordinator and science project |
director for Akron-Westfield Com-
munity Schools in Akron has already & | —
used 1t a few times 1n his classes.
Wilmot’s students used the

. interactive maps to look at land use
E Mawest Ton § X S " \ - and watersheds in their area. and he
e Pt TP N B gl § will use it again this spring and fall.

? | g = ' He said before when his students |
needed a watershed map, they would
go to the Natural Resource Conser-

£] Map: 526588.37 , 4735812.17 ~ Image: 253, 222 — ScaleFactor: 5.2385151 90691665 DO Iternet . _ , A .
vation Service office in LeMars and
T receive a hand drawn map. Now,
Fle ER Vew Favokes Took Hebp | & they can simply go to the web.
' s < arohe R o “The kids adapt to that stuff real
:H‘“E;} SRR TS e [asooon sl or 2 [ o] fast,” \&-"i‘l‘mnt said. “They had no
T FRyn e ¢ = problem.
LAYERS )] '  Lpas ) , _ i : - {* How does the atlas work?
2 oo . | IR0 (oo o i bW o T—— Well... there is an excellent help
AN 3 RS Re o S e S function at the top of the atlas that
DR PP A S : . ¥ A { Th R 1_“ { J 7o = will prove indispensable for most
R T % users. “My best advice to users is to
E fwgi "/ - L | A 4 play around with it and get familiar
EEadmesheeiate AR L el i < E & R with all the different site features,”
O oage™ ™™ . | RN B | Conrad said. “That way you can
; el R B A By i | o N, maximize its usefulness.”
z ” ) o TR ' AN AL Y | The HELP file at the top of the
P Hiohvay - state | | S TN e W R R B screen explains how to use the site
— -t . W and what functions are available. It

explains how the site works and
what the different functions can do.
A high speed internet connection 1s
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An outing to Springbrook 1s not a
field trip. It's an experience. For
some, I1t’s even a tradition.

[t's a theme repeated by teach-
ers, students and staff alike. A trip to
the Springbrook Conservation Educa-
tion Center (CEC) 1s something that
sticks with you for years to come.

Students who visited the CEC 1n
elementary or middle school have
mentioned their Springbrook experi-
ence in high school graduation
speeches. Some students, like Dani

Perrigo, have chosen the area for the

“We like to start kids
thinking about how to
treat the land and to
make them more aware
of their own actions,”

Anne Riordan.

environmental educator

site of therr wedding ceremony:.
Others pursue careers in natural
resources, like Angie Reiter, an
environmental educator at
f"i[‘lrillghrnuk.

“The experience 1n grade school
changed my hife, and now ['m going
into a natural resources field,” said
Reiter, an lowa State University
student majoring in animal ecology

o k9
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Springbrook

Jessie Rolph

“When |
came here in grade school, | realized

with a fisheries option.

that there were job opportunities 1n
natural resources. Working at
Springbrook through Americorps has
been a great experience and led me
to further my education.™

Every year, between 16,000 to
20,000 students from across lowa
visit the CEC,
Springbrook State Park near Guthrie

located 1in the 866-acre

Center. 'S an emphasis on
upper elementary, students range 1n
age from preschoolers to adults.
Church groups, scouting groups,
youth groups and other organizations
also come to Springbrook to learn
about the outdoors and conservation.

Many groups make a trip to
Springbrook a regular activity.
Anthony Gaul, a sixth-grade teacher
at Stoux City West Middle School.
has made an annual trip with his
students for eight years. The school
has been coming to Springbrook for
more than 15 years, he said.

*Senitors in high school come back
and still talk about Springbrook.™ Gaul

said.

MAKING THEIR WAY IN THE
WORLD

On a crisp October day, about 30
fifth- and sixth-graders from Central
[Lutheran in Newhall and another 60
sixth-graders from Sioux City West

Springbrook:
Connectmg klds |

guns,

Middle School descended on
Springbrook. Rushing to the dormito-
ries to pick out their beds. the stu-
dents were anticipating the events of
the next few days.

“I'm excited about staying over,”

said Miguel Salazar, a sixth-grader at §

West. *
things

| want to learn different
plants, leaves, how to
identity them.”
Kelsey Hanson, a sixth-grader af
West, looked forward to the shooting
range
“I like to hunt. I want to shoot the

she said. **l like to be out in the

Central Lutheran students Stephen
Muench, Jonathan Bierschenk anad
Joel Parr learn from Angie Reiter

how poison Ivy can grow on trees.
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Angie Reiter, an environmental educator at Springbrook, leads Central
Lutheran students (L to R: Jonathan Bierschenk, Patrick Koopman and

Wesly Williams) on a two-hour hike.

wilderness with nothing else around.”

“You get to do and learn a lot of

things,” said Central Lutheran fifth-
grader Joel Paar. I want to do archery

and learn new things about nature.”

Paar, along with his classmates,
started the day with a nature lesson —
a two-hour hike through the park.

Winding single-file through tall
grasses and trying to step quietly over
a carpet of leaves, the Central
Lutheran students pointed out hawks
and whitetail deer to each other.
snapping pictures when they could.
When a student noticed a dead deer
to the side of the trail, the group had a

Cody Harlow, a West sixth-grader
contemplates how to build a survival
shelter.

quick lesson in forensics.

“How do you think this deer
died?” asked Reiter, who led the
hike.

Answers ranged from poachers
to old age, with Reiter clarifying
questions on coyotes and bears in
between.

Further down the trail, students dis-
covered trees that beavers had found
for a snack, and crossed a small creek
overalog, sometimes celebrating when
they made 1t across.

“We saw three deer and the lake
and all kinds of plants,” said Ashley
Olson, a fifth-grader at Central
Lutheran. The most interesting thing
she learned on the hike was that
“poison 1vy can grow on trees.”

“I liked the thorny tree,” said Ellie
Goodsell, a sixth-grader, referring to a
honey locust the students had stopped
by, learning how plants adapt to their
environment.

The hikers also saw the effects of

glacial movements on the land, build-
ings constructed by Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps workers in the 1930s and
Native American burial mounds.
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LEFT: Bobby Hoberg, West
student, takes aim at the
CEC’s rifle range. Students
learned to load, unload and
shoot a .22 caliber rifle.

RIGHT: West student Kayte
Collins examines her catch
during the pond study
activity. Students identified
aquatic life and tested water

samples

Fast Paced Living
Geftting You Down?

Escape to the magical world of
The Natural Gait.

The place smart people go to get
reacquainted with what matters most.

Luxurious Furnished Cabins
Hiking & Horse Trails

Trout & Bass Fishing
Tubing & Canoeing
Wildflowers & Scenic Views

877-776-2208

www.thenaturalgait.com

While the Central Lutheran stu-
dents wound their way through the
woods, the West students were learn-
ing how to use their compasses.

After learning how to set a bearin
and measure their steps, the West stu
dents set out on an orienteering cours
through the woods armed with topograph:i
maps and compasses. Their mission: t
find five flags in the park.

“It was fun because I like to go ou
in the woods and hike,” said West
sixth-grader Cody Harlow. *I might us
the compass (skills) again in life.”

“The teachers might
have more fun than
the kids do, and they
learn just as much.
The kids get to see
teachers in a new light
— that we’re real
people too.”

Anthony Gaul, teacher at
Sioux City West Middle

A MEMORABLE LESSON

A trip to Springbrook gives stu-
dents hands-on experiences they just
can't get in the classroom.

“Our group is primarily city Kids.
Very few have been out in the woods,
said Anthony Gaul, Sioux City West
teacher.

The Springbrook excursion, which
includes lessons in math, social studies.
English and science, ties in with West
interdisciplinary unit, “The Web of
Life.” The students are reading the
novel My Side of the Mountain,
learning about the water cycle and the
food chain, and students’ spelling lists

reflect science terms.




an sty “At Springbrook, they get to

2h the experience it first-hand.” Gaul said.

ere leam; Springbrook provides a multi-

S€s sensory, hands-on experience that's

tabeanye  importantto learning, said Kevin

e West . Vidergar, a school improvement

rng coyna consultant in science and math at

topographjs.~ Heartland Area Education Agency.

miismﬁ " “It's a powerful learning experience
because kids learn in different ways. It

etosoon.  plays to all your students’ strengths at

1‘{@;: once,” Vidergar said. “We organize our

T might learning based on the experiences we

life.” have. An experience at Springbrook Central Lutheran students stop to learn about natural predators of deer.
allows students to frame future learning

— in the classroom.™ and ties 1n book learning with an sense of responsibility for nature.

gf’.I Springbrook can also be an intro- outside, real experience,  said “Part of our job 1s to protect this,”

dll duction to new methods of teaching, as  teacher Denise Block. “"We're a he said.

thev a number of college students traveling Lutheran school, so we like to tie this

h. L with West Middle School discovered. in with creation, nature and respect. GETTING THEIR FEET WET

2 Katie Sieverding, a senior at the We look at how everything depends Crouched at the edge of a pond,

s University of South Dakota, didn’t on everything else.” West Middle School students tried to

j hg}ﬂ' realize field trips like this existed. but Central Lutheran Principal Mark capture a small frog. Other students
hoped that she could do similar trips L'Heureux hopes his students learna  dotted the shoreline, dipping fishing
with her future
students. A deer stares down a group of Sioux City West Middle School students on their way to the

cher d Srentdilove to pond study activity. About 300 deer make their home In the 866-acre park.

acher 2

vidde ~ have a way to get out |

a of the classroom and

get a hands-on

SON experience. That’s

e i always better,” said

they jus Sieverding. “The kids

' are really into 1t (the
ity kids projects). It’s fun to

watch them.”
For Central

i -t

LLutheran teachers.

who bring groups to
Springbrook every

fal SIS '
e n:rtilcr year, the trip

; tosters respect and
“” gives students some-
.i:r'l'.-'l" “ thing to relate to in the
il classroom.

;:!;' ll "It gives kids an
ellibz *

appreciation for nature




Springbrook CEC Opens Doors to Families, Other Groups

Springbrook CEC is now
available for overnightlodging by
families and other large groups due
to the closure of the Springbrook

nets in the pond hoping to retrieve a
treasure. A few feet away. another
group of students took water samples
and gathered around a kit to determine
water temperature, pH level, and
levels of dissolved oxygen, nitrate and
nitrite i the water

Natalie Heisterkamp, a sixth-
grader, liked the hands-on aspect of
the aquatic life/water quality project
She had done the project a year earlier
on a fifth-grade trip, but was enthusi-
astic to experience 1t again.

“We had nets and could fish up
water and weird looking bugs, and we
could find out what they were,” she
said.

Down the trail from the pond. an-
other group of students took their best
shot at an outdoors experience.

After learning basic safety rules and
how to load and unload a .22 calibernifle,
each student put on a pair of safety

glasses, put in earplugs and had the

chance to take five shots at a paper

target.

“] shot some of my friends’ targets,

:'f" | Con st o 7

State Park group camp. The facility

includes a large dining hall and three

modern dormitories, each with four

sleeping rooms, two bathrooms and
showers and a family
lounge. Part of the
dining hall facility has
been portioned off to
create a kitchenette for
use by groups. Meals
may also be purchased
through the CEC
concessionaire or groups
can use a combination of
the kitchenette and

but I did good,” said Miguel Salazar, a
sixth-grader at West.

The pond study and rifle range
are only two of the more than 50
projects offered by the CEC. Projects
cover outdoor skills, water quality,
plant study. team building, wildlife and

basic conservation. Projects go

To learn more about
CEC camps and
programs, contact
Aday Winter at (641)
747-8383, ext. 11.

beyond science lessons to address
social studies, language arts, fine arts,
math, geography and more.

“Each project schedule 1s indi-
vidually tailored to each group,™ said
environmental educator Riordan.

Some of the most popular activities
include aquatic life, archery, bird band-
ing, learning about watersheds with a
stream table and orienteering with to-

pographic maps.

concessionaire. All facilities
are heated and air condi-
tioned for year-round use.
The facilities can accommo-
date groups ranging from 30
to 100 people.
“This is a marvelous
place for families or large
groups to come together and
spend time in the outdoors,”
said Angela Corio, DNR state park
landscape architect. “There are somai mak
families who have come for more thay Wi

20 years. It’s a tradition for many | M|
groups.”

“I'm looking forward to learn how -
do plaster (animal) tracks,” said Ashl
Sweet, a Central Lutheran fifth-grade:

A GROWING TRADITION
The Springbrook Conservation
Education Center opened 1in 1969 as a
teacher training facility. Teachers whe
enjoyed their experiences at the CEC
soon began bringing their students, sai
AJay Winter, Springbrook training

specialist.

The CEC includes indoor and
outdoor classrooms, as well as 104 be«
in three dormitories equipped with hea
and air conditioning, making the facili-
ties avatlable year-round. While some
groups use the center for only a day.
the majority of groups stay over one
night or more.

When school is out of session, the

CEC offers a number of camps for

children and adults. These include a
Hunting and Conservation Camp for
Boys. Outdoor Journcy for Girls,
lowa’s American Wilderness Leader-
ship School and Teachers Hands-on
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For more information or to
make a reservation, contact AlJay
Winter, CEC training specialist, at
641/747-8383 extension 11.

Education Workshop. Many students
who first visit Springbrook with a
school group return as campers in the
summer.

Amanda Yong and Mariah
Meyers, students at West Middle,
discuss compass bearings with
Anne Riordan while orienteering.

In sixth grade, Dani Israel
visited the Conservation Education
Center as part of a two-day class
trip. Twenty years later, she re-
turned to the center — not to study
pond life or leaves — but to walk
down a grassy aisle at her wedding.

[n a sunny opening amongst a
wooded park, Israel and Dave
Perrigo were married under an
arbor Aug. 23 on the lawn of the
Hawthorne dormitory.

“I am so glad we were able to
have the wedding at Springbrook.,”
Dani said. “It was a perfect day. |
wouldn’t have done anything
differently.”

Both Dani and Dave, a farmer,
are outdoors types. Dave even
proposed to Dani on a hike through
Rocky Mountain National Park.

While there have been weddings
at Springbrook in the past, this is the
firstin a few years, said A Jay Winter,
training specialist at Springbrook.

“I am honored that students
visiting Springbrook feel so strongly
about their experience that they
return many years later to get
married at the facility,” Winter said.

Dave Perrigo and
Dani Israel were
married at
Springbrook in
August.

“Huint ¢ Fish', |
lake Moneyﬁ

best franchise!

ﬁg&rts Club is
an outstanding
business/invest-

' :
’ 4ment opportunity.

[ ing hunting,

" fishing, etc. to

members local &

. nationwide

* 14 year history

; ‘Exceptional fun

_ & profit
American Wildlife

Association Sports Club

www.am-wildlife.com

More info on our recorded
message 1-800-341-3444

Jessie Rolph is an information
specialist for the department in
Des Moines.
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Preserving a Tradition for 25 Yeard

ark Ackelson stll reflects
back on a time when he
saw the unachievable
done and the people who made 1t
happen.

As a member of the lowa
Natural Heritage Foundation (INHF),
Ackelson helped purchase the area
now known as the Mines of Spain in
Dubuque in 1980, a project that
inspires him to this day.

The lowa Conservation Commis-
sion (1CC), predecessor to the DNR,
had tried to secure the land before,

but 1t took the work of the 1C(C.

INHF and Department of the Interior

to make 1t happen.

“I saw how effective a non-profit
organization could be working with
government and landowners. We

lecarned a lot and saw what we could

28

do.” Ackelson said. “The most
mspiring thing was seeing how many
people really care.”

Ackelson continues to retlect on
his experiences as INHF celebrates
its 25th anmiversary in 2004. The
private, non-profitorganization works
to protect and preserve lowa’s land,

water and wildlife through a number

INHF founders Robert
Buckmaster, Robert Ray and
Gerald Schnepf

by Jessie Rolphi,

of programs supported by the group’s

members. Prairies, wetlands, savan-
nas, trails, greenbelts, woodlands and
river corridors — covering more than
75.000 acres of lowa — have all
been protected by INHF.

['he group formed 1n 1979 to
create a private organization that
would tocus on Iowa’s resources.
Founded by Gerald Schnepf, Robert
Buckmaster and then-governor
Robert Ray. the group’s original
mission statement focused on land
acquisition and developing the public's
awareness of natural resources. This
small group began recruiting board
members and seeking projects
humbly, but effectively.

“We started with a card table and
a borrowed phone,” said Ackelson,

who joined the organization early on

"
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and became INHF president in 1994,

Today, INHF has about 30 people
on its board of directors, about 50
advisors and more than 6,000 mem-
bers. These people make possible the
number of projects INHF embarks on
every year, including 60 projects
currently in the works.

Projects range from land acquisi-
tion and protection to land stewardship
and restoration, and can take weeks to

M'W(—': started with a
card table and a

’

borrowed phone.’

--INHF President Mark
Ackelson, on the group's
beginnings

years to complete. Unlike most of the
organization’s first undertakings.
projects are becoming larger and more
complex in scale, including some multi-
million dollar projects, according to
Ackelson.

INHF selects projects according
to 1ts three-year strategic plan, which
focuses the organization on permanent
land protection, restoring lost re-
sources, promoting improved land
management and leading with new
ideas and opportunities — including
restoring state conservation funds,
promoting new nature trail initiatives
and encouraging nature-oriented
tourism,

As for future plans, Ackelson
said that INHF will continue to expand
efforts on streams and lakes, continue
major work on protecting lowa’s
remaining wild places, look at new
Initiatives on education and work on

major trail projects, including creating

Since its creation in 1979, INHF has taken on more than 500 projects
across lowa. The following projects display the range of projects and activi-
ties, including some of its first undertakings and recent successes.

Mines of Spain
Dubuque County

The second project INHF took on, the Mines of Spain in Dubuque
remains one of the group’s largest projects to date. After nearly a year of
full-time effort, the project was completed in 1980 at a cost of $3.5
million. Purchasing the area required a federal appropriation in addition to
private funding and donations from landowners and the DNR (then the
[owa Conservation Commission). INHF acquired the land and held it until
the DNR could secure it.

Ty Smedes

The Mesquakie at one time inhabited the area, which covers almost
1,400 acres and 3.5 miles of blufflands along the Mississippi River. In the
late 1700s, Julien Dubuque, the first European settler in lowa, acquired a
land grant from Spain to mine the area for lead.

Development on the project, done by the DNR, has resulted in a
staffed interpretive center, as well as woodland trails, restored prairie and
a butterfly garden. Historic sites within the Mines of Spain area include
old lead mines, a chapel, archaeological features and the Julien Dubuque
monument.

“The project was a big gamble for us as an organization,” said Mark
Ackelson, president of INHF. “It was risky, but we were determined to
make it work. The Mines of Spain is one of most gratifying projects
we’ve ever done.”

The annual Mines of Spain Fall Seminar, sponsored by the park
managers and the Friends of the Mines of Spain, is scheduled for Sept.
11, 2004 as a featured INHF 25th anniversary event.
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Whitham Woods in Jefferson County was INHF's first project. Daisy
lowa Whitham, pictured above with Mark Ackelson, donated the 130-

acre site in 1980.

linked trail sysiems

Virtually all of the projects INHF
undertakes are done in cooperation
with other entities like private land-
owners, conservalion organizations
and numerous local, state and federal
public agencies. Funding comes from
members. foundations. businesses and

public funds.

Ed Siems

“We may mitiate a project, but
then we partner with other organiza-
tions to fimish 1t,” Ackelson said
“Partnership was in our mission
statement from day one. We go out
of our way to seek out partners.”

Most projects eventually land in the
ownership of a partner. For example.

INHF can purchase a parcel of land

Iowa River

Hardin County

A canoe or inner tube may be
the best way to experience the
lowa River Greenbelt in Hardin
County, although scenic back
roads run nearby as well. The
greenbelt stretches 42 miles,
winding past Alden, lowa Falls,
Steamboat Rock, Eldora and
Union. The Sand Springs Wildlife
Area, Wildcat Cave Access,
Falling Rock Wildlife Area and
campgrounds are all located along
the greenbelt.

and hold 1t for a county until the count
secures grant funding to buy the land
a process that takes 18 months on ave
age.

“We're the risk holder in the
middle.” said Cathy Engstrom. directos
of communications for INHF. “Some-
times we lose the risk and have to look
for a new conservation buyer, or hold
the land much longer than intended, bu
that’s better than losing the opportunity

for protection.”

"It gave us the
peace of mind that
the woods will
always be there. It's
an excellent way to
preserve what's left
of natural Iowa.”

--Jan Lovell, on her family's
conservation easement

Greenbelt

To develop a written plan for the
greenbelt’s preservation and protection
INHF teamed with local organizations§
like the Iowa River Greenbelt Re-
source Trust (IRGRT) and the Harding
County Conservation Board. i

INHF has helped the IRGRT
become a partnership between multipl
communities, local governments and | §
private groups, and helped create a
“master plan” for the organization, sai
Bob Gunderson, a founding member o
IRGRT and member of INHF and the!
Hardin County Conservation Board.

e e —
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Out of 557 projects completed n
the last 25 years, INHF owns only 66.
including many temporary holdings
that will soon be transferred to part-
ners. Counties own about half of all
the projects, cities own 15 projects,
the federal government owns 11, and
the DNR owns 106 projects covering
20,700 acres. Individuals or other
private organizations own the remain-
ing projects, many of them conserva-
tion easements.

LLand acquisition 1s important, as
less than two percent of lowa land 1s
in public ownership for outdoor
recreational use, said Terry Little,
DNR wildlife supervisor.

“INHF has helped us acquire key
pieces of land,” said Little. It takes
us six months to go through a detailed
process when buying land. INHF buys
the land and holds i1t until we have the
money and get through the process.
They provide a way to get more land
in public ownership.”

INHF also forms partnerships with
landowners looking to permanently pro-

tect and preserve their land, offering a

Together, the groups focus on
protecting pristine areas and providing
recreational opportunities. With some
technical advice from INHF, the local
groups successfully fought for a more

INHI

lohn Ledges

greenbelt-friendly expansion of Highway

20 and completed a new five-mile hard
surface multi-use trail from Eldora to
Steamboat Rock via Pine Lake State
Park. _

Local residents have made large
individual contributions as well.

Bob deNeui donated conservation

number of different options in the dona- A conservation easement pro-

tion, sale or title transfer on the property.  tects a property’s natural assets by
A conservation easement, which allows  restricting damaging practices on the

landowners to protect their land while land. The property remains in private

retaining ownership. 1s one option that is

ownership, but the easement applies

becoming increasingly popular. to the current owner and all future

Landowners meet with an INHF staff member regarding options for
preservation of their land. Property owners can take a number of
different avenues to protect their land, including placing it in a
conservation easement, an option that is growing in popularity.

in 1996 and 2002. The land hasn’t been
grazed for the last 40 years or logged for
the past 75, and is one of few places in
the area that hasn’t been abused, deNeui
said.

“This particular area is so unique from
a natural standpoint that it deserved to be
preserved,” deNeui said.

lowans can visit the lowa River
Greenbelt during one of INHF's featured
25th anniversary events, the annual Pine
Lake State Park Festival. Pine Lake State
Park and the city of Eldora host the event,

Cathy Engstrom, INHF

Bob deNeui donated two
easements along the

easements along the greenbelt to INHF

which runs from July 30 to Aug. 1, 2004.

greenbelt.




The Heritage Addition, another INHF project, added 1,045 acres to Effigy Mounds
National Monument in Allamakee County. The addition connects to a portion of
the Yellow River State Forest and is home to a number of state threatened or
endangered species and 13 archeological sites, including two bear effigies.

Cedar Valley Nature Trail

Black Hawk, Benton, Buchanan and Linn Counties

Considered a “granddaddy trail,”
as one of lowa’s first large trail
projects, the Cedar Valley Nature
Trail spans 52 miles. The trail, built
on a former railroad corridor, runs
through Cedar Falls, Waterloo,
Evansdale, Gilbertville, La Porte
City, Brandon, Urbana, Center Point
and Hiawatha.

Those following the trail will
come across farmland and small
towns, as well as historical land-
marks, archaeological sites and
restored railroad depots. The trail
passes through Cedar River bottom-

lands, prairie remnants and wetlands,

and past several recreation areas,
Originally developed and led by
volunteers, the trail is now owned by
counties.

When the project began in the
1980s, it faced opposition and criticism.
The experience taught INHF about
legal, real estate and political issues, as
well as working with community
organizations, volunteers and landown-
ers.

“It was a difficult project politically
and legally, but there was also strong
local support,” said Mark Ackelson,
INHF president. “It was so rewarding
to work with those volunteers.”

While trying to complete a much-
criticized trail project across four
counties was difficult, it also had
positive benefits.

“Because the Cedar Valley Nature
Trail became successful, it set the stage
for other trails in the state,” Ackelson
said. “People saw that trails could work.”

The

easement’s exact

OWICTS.

language 1s tailored t«

the land and the

landowner. For
example. many
casements allow no
buildings while others
limit the number,
location and type of
buildings that can be
butlt on the property.
For example. an

. easement along a

. scenic byway might

= protect scenery like
row crops, but an
gasement on virgin
prairie would prohibit
plowing. Easements
are granted to an

The trail has provided economic
benefits for many nearby communi-
ties, helped spawn a large trail
complex in the Waterloo-Cedar Falls
area and has protected wildlife.
INHF will celebrate its 25th
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Marcia Connell and grandson
Christopher Lovell plant a hardwood
along the shoreline.

One grea-t and protect the Clear Lake watershed. Unlike all

lonors, the Connells chose to open their land to

magazine
g ell family, with the help of INHF and other

) restore the existing 190-acre farm adjacent to the

- e cn in the family since the 1870s — into prairie
and wetlands. The new wetlands will help filter water before it reaches
the lake, and a planned trail will lead visitors through the prairie and
wetland area.

Clear Lake Earth Week. hosted by the Clear Lake Earth Day
committee, is one of INHF's featured anniversary events from April 17
to 24, 2004.

Gary Hamer
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Cedar Valley Nat

Black Hawk, Benton, Buchanan a

Considered a “granddaddy trail,”
as one of lowa’s first large trail
projects, the Cedar Valley Nature
Trail spans 52 miles. The trail, built
on a former railroad corridor, runs
through Cedar Falls, Waterloo,
Evansdale, Gilbertville, La Porte
City, Brandon, Urbana, Center Point
and Hiawatha.

Those following the trail will
come across farmland and small
towns, as well as historical land-
marks, archaeological sites and
restored railroad depots. The trail
passes through Cedar River bottom-
lands, prairie remnants and wetlands,
and past several recreation areas.
Originally developed and led by
volunteers, the trail is now owned by
counties.

The Heritage Addition, another INHF project,
National Monument in Allamakee County. Th
the Yellow River State Forest and is home to
endangered species and 13 archeological sit
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“Because the Cedar Valley Nature
Trail became successful, it set the stage
for other trails in the state,” Ackelson
said. “People saw thattrails could work.”
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organization or agency, like INHF, that
will watch over future owners to make
sure they adhere to the regulations
listed in the easement.

“It was absolutely the right thing to
do for us,” said Jan Lovell, whose
family donated a conservation ease-
ment on 101 acres along Clear Lake,
which, unlike most easement owners,
they opened for public use. "It gave us
the peace of mind that the woods will
always be there. It’s an excellent way
to preserve what's left of natural
lowa.”

Lovell, who recently joined INHF s
board. said that the organization
monitors the property once a year to
ensure that the family 1s complying with
the rules set forth in the easement.
INHF has done about 60 conservation
easements in its history.

anniversary at the 2004 Cedar

2 Trails Festival in the Waterloo-

Cedar Falls area Aug. 14 and 15.
The annual event 1s hosted by the
Cedar Trails Partnership.

Giary Hamer

Woodford-Ashland Lone
Tree Point Nature Area

Cerro Gordo County

In a place where shoreline land value is measured in feet rather than
acres, the Woodford-Ashland Lone Tree Point Nature Area covers 101
acres, including 4,600 feet of undeveloped shoreline on Clear Lake. The
area also includes a large woodland, a small wetland and a meadow.

The project began in 1992 when the Jim and Marcia Connell family
donated a conservation easement to INHF. which allowed them to retain
ownership while permanently protecting the site’s natural resources.

“We knew we
wanted to preserve
the woods and the
entire area beyond our
lifetimes. The conser-
vation easement was
exactly the right
solution,” said Jan
Lovell, member of the
Connell family and
INHF board member.

“We feel strongly that
we’re temporary
stewards of the
property and that it’s
there for everyone to
enjoy.”

The land manage- Marcia Connell and grandson
ment techniques used  Christopher Lovell plant a hardwood
on the easement — like along the shoreline.
native planting — help
improve water quality and protect the Clear Lake watershed. Unlike all
other INHF easement donors, the Connells chose to open their land to
the public for hiking and picnicking.

This fall, the Connell family, with the help of INHF and other
organizations, began to restore the existing 190-acre farm adjacent to the
woods — which has been in the family since the 1870s — into prairie
and wetlands. The new wetlands will help filter water before it reaches
the lake, and a planned trail will lead visitors through the praine and
wetland area.

Clear Lake Earth Week, hosted by the Clear Lake Earth Day
committee, 1s one of INHF's featured anniversary events from April 17
to 24, 2004.

Ed Harp




LLand protection, through pur-
chase or easements. 1s just one facet
of INHF. The organization also
works to restore land to its natural
state, Restoration of lowa's natural
places — most commonly prairie,
wetland and savanna — has been a
growing part of INHF's work over
the past three years. Many of the
most complex and long-term land
restoration projects are on INHEF-

owned land, which includes about 10
projects. Restoration work can
include planting native species.
burning, mowing, cutting out invasive
brush and breaking drainage tile.

At times, INHFE has imitiated
restoration on projects it 1s tempo-
rarily holding. Concerned that part-
ners may not have all the necessary
resources available tor high-quality
restoration work, INHF 1s often

holding the land longer and doing the

first level of restoration before
handing the land over to the partner.
While INHF doesn’t have the
staff to consult with every private
landowner in the state about land
restoration, it does focus on general
restoration and land management
education. This education includes
helping other organizations with

restoration work and producing
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educational publications for landown-

ers. like The Landowner’s Options.

4 Bird's Eve View and several

magazine articles.

Another INHF publication, lowa

by Trail, represents INHE's longtime
general commitment to developing and
ment
cludes

Vith establishing trails in the early 1980s,

maintaining multi-use recreational
trails in the state. When INHF began

ng they met some fierce opposition from

W
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ern, INHI

loe MeGron

Spring Run
Wetland Complex

Dickinson County

An ongoing project with several partners, the Spring Run Wetland
Complex near Okoboji began with INHF acquiring five parcels of land in
the early 1990s. Several wetland complexes were developed around the
lowa Great Lakes and came into service during the Flood of 1993, when
the wetlands filtered out sediment and pollution from the lakes and
continue to do so today. The complexes and the grassy uplands also
provide habitat for wildlife, recreational opportunities like hunting and
improved water quality.

“Pheasants are coming back into the area, as the uplands give them a
place to live and protect their young,” said Okoboji resident Joni
Schneider, also an INHF member and DNR commissioner. “Plus, the
flood of *93 proved that filtering basins do work. Anytime we can protect
our lakes with filtering, that’s wonderful.”

Ken Halbur donated land to the complex in a conservation easement
in 1990 in memory of his son, Cory, an avid hunter and conservationist.
Today, he sees the benefits of the complex on the Okoboji wetland area.

“There’s wildlife there, and people can hunt and fish,” he said. “It
filters runoff and helps improve the water quality of the lake. The more
we can improve that, the better.”

Spring Run will be one of many featured sites during Adult Nature
Weekend, Aug. 14 and 15, 2004. One of INHF’s featured anniversary
events, the weekend is hosted by lowa Lakeside Laboratory on West
Lake Okoboji.

Bruce Mornson




Pottawattamie
County

Bulldozers were on site when the
area now known as the Hitchcock
Nature Center was saved at the last
minute from becoming a landfill.
Trees had been stripped from the
land and roads had been built through
fragile areas by the landowner, who
planned to turn the former YMCA
camp into a landfill. When the landfill
permit wasn’t approved, the land
came up for sale and INHF acquired

people who doubted that trails could
reap actual benefits. Today,
assisted with more than half of the

multi-use rail trails in the state.

INHF has

Rail trails are built along former rail-

B
Cyclists-enjoy. the
Wa baﬁﬁrace Nature _'D:alL
lowa’s longest trail, which span
over four chMhm southwest
lowa. IN help

more than ﬁa#-of-jhe multi-use.
rail tralls in the state —
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road corridors and can be very impor-
A look back 1n

lowa history reveals that the railroads

tant to conservation,

across lowa were built just as lowa
was becoming a state,
lowa became farmland.

“These corridors contain some of
the few acres left in lowa that have
never been plowed, because the land
has always been owned by the
railroads.” Engstrom said.

Many of these trail areas in
former rail corridors have prairie
remnants and run along rivers and
greenbelts, protecting water quality
and wildhfe corridors. Plus, trails
create economic benefits, bringing 1n
visitors and businesses to nearby
communities, as well as providing a
way for urban lowans to take in
natural parts of the state.

“As the years go by, fewer and
fewer lowans have a direct connec-
tion to the land.” Engstrom said.
“Trails are an easy way to get to
know lowa and connect people to the
outdoors.™

INHF initially focused its trail

before most of
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it through a sheriff’s sale in 1991.
Located in the Loess Hills of
western lowa, the Hitchcock Nature
Center area was held by INHF until
Pottawattamie County could secure
funding to buy the land. The site —
initially 508 acres — has since been
expanded to 807 acres and includes

the nature center and hiking trails.
The area 1s also used for cross- .
country skiing and wildlife viewing. In§
addition to recreation, the center |
focuses on preservation and educa-
tion.

A e E— e § S e o g ol e ey B — -

work on land acquisition and helping
develop trail plans. Now, they serve a,
technical advisors for many non-profit
community and volunteer groups that
are developing trails on their own.
INHF 1s also working to create linked
trail systems, promote more economic
development along trails and trail
maintenance as well as to produce
multiple trail publications.

In addition to the vanety of public:
tions produced by INHF, the organiza-
tion also offers access to resources
The INHF educa-
tion program supports a competitive

through 1ts website.

college internship program in communi
cations and natural resource manage-
ment.
tion, INHF also promotes conservatior

Thoueh not a lobbving oreaniza-
| - - L. t‘

policy on both the state and federal
level.

Recent INHF public education
efforts have focused on building
appreciation for the state’s natural
resources. The “Explore lowa™ section
of the INHF website includes featured
destinations. events and links to other

conservaton resources. Another
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“This was the rescue of a very
important conservation piece,” said
Lynn Ford, who chaired the
Pottawattamie County Conservation
Board (PCCB) at the time of the

section of the site celebrates the

organization’s anniversary with a

listing of 25 outdoor events to

at INHF projects throughout the state

in 2004.

From education and policy to land
acquisition, from restoration to trails,
INHF has made a significant impact
on lowa’s natural resources in the
past 25 years.

“We want to benefit all lowans in
improving the quality of life and
improving the environment in the
state,” Ackelson said. “We're based
entirely in lowa. We're not a chapter
of a national
organization.

Our focus is

: ®
here in lowa
that’s one ROYA)
HHAES ONE A TURAL HERITAGE
of the FOUNDATION
reasons

*“FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW*"
INHF was
created.”

S—

www.inhf.org

Jessie Rolph is an information
Specialist for the department in
Des Moines.

acquisition. “The nature center is
turning into a jewel in the Loess Hills
area. Without the assistance of Mark
Ackelson and the lowa Natural
Heritage Foundation, that project
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would not have happened.™

On Oct. 9, 2004, INHF will
feature the Hitchcock Hawk Watch
Public Festival, hosted by PCCB, as
one of its 25th anniversary events.
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Name

Puotos By RoGer A. HiLL

This is a list of record deer racks scored in each category between
October 2002 and July 2003 for the Iowa trophy deer record
program. A list of the racks scored during this time period is also
available on the DNR website at www.iowadnr.com

* Denotes a new entry into the all-time Top 10 Racks (page 45)

City

Bow, Non-TyricAL

Minimum Qualifying Score - 155 pts.

*Harlan Swehla

., Boyd Mathes

Chad Olson

Greg Wille

Brian Barkley
Dave Hacken
Timothy J. Douglas
Adam Stout

Virgil High

Mike Ogbourne
Chris LaCour
Henry Roberts
Jason Gunn

Scott Bunnell
Randy Fisher
Charles L. Cary
Kevin Voeller
John Cavanaugh
Lance Rummelhart
Chancy Walters
Leeland Harvey
Chris Clouse
Seve Snow

Mike Noble
Jason JeDele
Steven G, Johnson
Eric Ranquette
Jim Baker

Ronald Mongar
Dennis Clayton
Tony C Flesjer Jr.
Tom O'Brien
Jetf Schaaf

Greg Richards
Craig R. Belknap
Cody Keves

Raymond Ripperger

Cedar Rapids
Pella

Saint Charles
Sherrill
Clarinda
Waterloo
Des Moines
Coon Rapids
Manchester
West Des Moines
Osage

West Burlington
Grand Junction
Corydon
Nashua
Otumwa
Foley
Runnells
lowa City
Montgomery
Omaha, NE
Moravia
Leon
Wapello
Alden
Riceville
Garden
Burlington
Avon Lake
Allerton
sioux City
Albia
Griswold
Nashua
Solon

Plano

Lacona

Des Moines
Marion
Clayton
Dubuque
Page

Des Moines
Polk
Guthrie
Clayton
Clarke
Mitchell
Des Moines
Plymouth
Wayne
Chickasaw
Wapello
Van Buren
Dallas
Washington
Union
Fremont
Appanoose
Decatur
Louisa
Hardin
Mitchell
Montgomery
Des Moines
Polk

Wayne
Woodbury

Monroe

Pottawattamie

Chickasaw
Des Moines
Wayne
Marion

Total

237 6/8
200 1/8
196 6/8
192 5/8
190 6/8
190 5/8
188 1/8
188

187 6/8
186 7/8
182 6/8
182 2/8
178 6/8
177

176 5/8
175 2/8
174 4/8
173 5/8
170 6/8
170 1/8
170

169 3/8
168 4/8
167 5/8
167 4/8
167 1/8
166 6/8
166

165 1/8
164 6/8
163 1/8
163

162 5/8
162 1/8
161 6/8
161 5/8
160 5/8

Year

1998

2002
2002
1998

2

2002
2001
2002
2002
2002
2001

2002
2002

2001
2002

1999
2002

County
Name City Taken
Ray Nicks Durango Dubugque
David Henry Sioux City Plymouth
Chad McAuliffe Epworth Dubuque
Milo Fred Brown Jr. Le Claire Jones
Tau Vinchattle Stratford Hamilton
Phil Guy Brighton Washington
Ryan King Mount Ayr Ringgold
Brad Herrmann Waterloo Black Hawk
Bob Borowiak Houston Allamakee
John Williams Dubuque Dubuque

Bow, TypicaL
Minimum Qualifying Score - 135 pts.

Patrick DeBlasio Ridgewood Des Moines
Joe Lieb Dubuque Allamakee
Bill White Argyle Lee

Mark Walleser Lansing Allamakee
Mike Orness North Liberty Van Buren
Randy Steines Bellevue Jackson
Steve Sharer Fulton Scotl
Henry Joslin Jr. Glenwood lowa

Jeff Coonts Buffalo Scott

Rhett Henderson Council Bluffs Pottawattamie
Jon G Hanson Tonganoxie Ringgold
Randy Steines Bellevue Jackson
Chris Barton Farragut Fremont
Cole Vinchattle Dayton Webster
Blake LeFler Knoxville Marion
Randy Ruth Shell Rock Allamakee
William Laucamp Wapello Louisa
Brian Arnold Chariton Lucas

Jon Syverson Dubuque Allamakee
Mike Peterson Boone Story

Larry Curtis Potosi Jackson
Scott Chapin De Soto Wayne
Brandon C. Moon Bedford Taylor

Ron Grimm Mechanicsville Linn
Rodney P, Stahlnecker Honey Creek Pottawatamie
Richard Fullmer LeClaire Monroe

Total
Score

160 3/8
159 7/8
159 7/8
159 6/8
158 4/8
158 1/8
157 6/8
156 4/8
155 4/8
155

182 4/8
180 3/8
179 3/8
177 2/8
174 5/8
174 4/8
173 6/8
171 6/8
171 2/8
170 5/8
170 3/8
170 1/8
169 5/8
168 6/8
168 1/8
166 5/8
166 4/8
166 4/8
165 3/8
164 6/8
163 7/8
163 4/8
163 3/8
163 1/8
163

162 7/8

Year

2002

2002
1998
2002
2002
2002

2001
2

2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
1990
2000
2002
2001
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2001
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Name

Bill Kimm
Doug Abney
John P. Tigges
Mark Muir
Tim Butler
Lucas Edwards
Kevin Davis
Richard M Blaess
Eric Felderman
Rod Keeney
Timothy J. Finucan
Max Hileman
Nicky J. Clark Jr.
Mike Henderson
Doug Hodgens
Jeremy Whittle
Mark Woldruff
Ryan Ladeburg
Joe Cox
Larry M Monell
David Martin
Bryan Kimm
Jeremy Johnson
Bill Richardson
Stan Brinks
Robert Stober
Rick Cain
Branden A. Post
Matt Pohlman
T.]. Lawler
Jared Goering
Chad McIntosh
Caleb Sunderman
Jeremy Pettyjohn
Doug Kramer
Scott Tallant
Richard Bequeaith
Leo Bihn
Ryan M. Gruber
P. J. Connelly
Treve Gray
Steven Williams
Terry Williams
Jack Kalstrur
Jerry Newman
Tyler Tisue
Ron Sperfslage
Herbert Morley
Mark Webb
Daniel Houselog
Nathan Hill
Roger Graden
Mike Hoffman
Kurt Chizek
Rusty Fowler
Daniel Kauffman
Jim Smith
Mike Peterson
Scott R McCaulley
Mike Wells
Todd Reese
Waldon Johnson
Kenneth Eschbach
Steve Snow
Lawayne A Luers
Tim J Quandahl
Craig Ruffer
Rob Kovacevich

CGity

Cedar Rapids
Letts
Dubuque
Dubuque
Albia
Holstein
Anamosa
Decorah
Bellevue

De Witt
Webster City
Grand River
Fort Madison
Centerville
Sioux City
Elgin

Oelwein
Des Moines
Sioux City
Des Moines
Keystone
Dorchester
Walcou
Audubon
Monroe
Tabor
Dubuque

Carroll
Truro
Osceola
Clarinda
Hamilton
Monticello
Johnston
Russell
Oskaloosa
Newton
Lansing
Allerton
Ottumwa
Melrose
Council Bluffs
Webster City
Bettendorf
Manchester
Elkader
Decorah
Dubuque
Ames
Story City
Centerville
Belle Plaine
Sioux City
Wapello
Mount Pleasant
Waukon
Webster City
Sigourney
Norwalk
Cresco
Grand Mound
Leon
Urbandale
Decorah
Monticello
Centerville

County
Taken

Clayton
Muscatine
Dubuque
Appanoose
Clarke
Cherokee
Delawure
Winneshiek
Jackson
Jackson
Webster
Decatur
Des Moines
Appanoose
Plymouth
Fayetie
Washington
Fayette
Warren
Monona
Dallas

Winneshiek
Clinton
Carroll
Marion
Fremont
Jackson
Pocahontas
Greene
Decatur
Decatur
Page
Marion
Jones
Clarke
Lucas
Appanoose
Dubuque
Allamakee
Wayne
Wapello
Monroe
Pottawattamie
Hamilton
Scou
Delaware
Clayton
Winneshiek
Dubuque
Story
Boone
Appanoose
Towa
Woodbury
Louisa
Henry
Allamakee
Hamilton
Keokuk
Warren
Winneshiek
Clinton
Decatur
Polk
Winneshiek
Johnson
Clarke

40 lowa Conservationist @ November/December 2003

Total
Score

162 7/8
162 6/8
162 2/8
162

160 4/8
159 6/8
159 3/8
158 6/8
158 5/8
158 4/8
158 3/8
158 2/8
157 6/8
157 3/8
157 1/8
157 1/8
156

155 6/8
155 6/8
155 3/8
155 3/8
155 2/8
155 1/8
154 1/8
154

153 7/8
153 6/8
153 6/8
153 5/8
153 5/8
153 4/8
153 1/8
153

152 6/8
152 6/8
152 5/8
152 4/8
152 2/8
152 1/8
152

151 7/8
151 4/8
150 6/8
150 5/8
150 3/8
150 2/8
150 2/8
150 1/8
150

149 6/8
149 5/8
149 4/8
149 4/8
149 2/8
149 2/8
148 7/8
148 6/8
148 6/8
148 5/8
148 3/8
148 2/8
148

148

147 4/8
147 3/8
147 3/8
147 3/8
147 3/8

Name

Jason VanAusdall
Brian Peterson
Gary Knoll
Leonard Dahlhauser
Rick Petersen
Thomas Ray Gross
Bill Ravenscraft Jr.
Brian Moore
ay W Berry

Alan D Wiskus
John Kertels
Mike Conlon
Mike Hertges
Daniel Kauffman
Doug Adams
Robert Smith
Russ Landes
Ryan Martin
Charles L. Cary
Robert Summers
Cory Ashline
Vicki Cowan

Ben Barnhill
Rick Carlson
Mark Benda
Jeramy Marean
John Pottebaum
Rob Downard
Alan Avitt

Brent Duey
Kevin Dempster
Ron Skarda

Larry L Brus
Roger L Kafer
Cody Bakalar
Robb Wessels
Jacob Hudson
Bill Brown
Wally Rogan
Drew Kelly

Bill Mitchell
Peter Schrandt
Duane Vaske
Dean Dempster
Curtis Sabers
Dan Goeke

Jeff Burkley
Tom Weidenbacher
Jerry Rouse
Steve Conner

Bill Barringer
Don Mealey
Steve Olson

Rob Downard
Dan Sorem

Steve Joslin
Caleb Holiz
Todd Geerts

L Brian Schluster
Tom Weidenbacher
Brent Schnetter
Dan Crossmon
Scott Boswell
Blayne Medema
David A Markham
Rick Piel

Terry White

Dan Flammang

City

Grimes
Carlisle
Earlham
Waterloo
Spencer
Greenville
Davenport
Hamilton
Waterloo
Panora
Farley
Sioux City
Waterloo
Wapello
Mondamin
Albia
Burlington
Sigourney
Ottumwa
De Wit
Elkport
Exline
Centerville
Ute

Red Oak
Waukee
Atlantic
Indianola
Des Moines
Albia

Delhi

Afton
Churdan
Dubuque
Albia

Cedar Rapids
Davenpont
Chariton
Bellevue
Charles City
New Albin
Cedar Rapids
Manchester
Delhi
Marion
West Point
Lone Tree
Dubuque
Lucas
Creston
Stuart
Norwalk
Cedar Rapids
Indianola
Gladbrook
Johnston
Muscatine
New Hampton
Dyersville
Dubuque
Spirit Lake
Bloomfield
Davis City
Cedar Rapids
What Cheer
Creston
Nashua
Lawton

Scott
Marion
Black Hawk
Guthrie
Dubuque
Monona
Clayton
Des Moines
Harrison
Monroe
Lee
Keokuk
Wapello
Clinton
Clayton
Appanoose
Appanoose
Monona
Montgomery
Dallas

Cass
Warren
Polk
Monroe
Delaware
Union
Greene
Jackson
Marion
Clayton
Scott

Lucas
Dubuque
Floyd
LUATRINGS
Chickasaw
Delaware
Delaware
Jones

Des Moines
Franklin
Jackson
lowa
Union
Guthrie
Clarke

Linn
Decatur
Marshall
Jefferson
Muscatine
Chickasaw
Clayton
Jackson
Buena Vista
Jefferson
Decatur
Clayton
lowa

Union
Chickasaw
Woodbury

Total
Score

147 2/8
147 1/8
147 1/8
147 1/8
147 1/8
146 7/8
146 6/8
146 6/8
146 6/8

- 146 5/8

146 4/8
146 4/8
146 3/8
146 2/8
146 2/8
146 1/8
146

145 5/8
145 5/8
145 4/8
145 4/8
145 4/8
145

144 7/8
144 6/8
144 6/8
144 5/8
144 5/8
144 5/8
144 4/8
144 3/8
144 3/8
144 2/8
144 2/8
144 1/8
143 7/8
143 7/8
143 6/8
143 5/8
143 5/8
143 5/8
143 5/8
143 4/8
143 4/8
143 3/8
143 2/8
143

142 6/8
142 6/8
142 4/8
142 4/8
142 4/8
142 3/8
142 3/8
142 3/8
142 2/8
142 2/8
142 2/8
142 2/8
142 1/8
142 1/8
141 7/8
141 7/8
141 6/8
141 5/8
141 2/8
141 2/8
141 2/8

1991

2001




Year
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Name

Kevin McDonald
Michael L. Casper
Brent VanDeMaat
Chris Larsen

Tob Patzner
Lynn Boeding
Jeft Clubb

Merle Miller
Don Mealey

Mike Then
Dustin Hansen
Bruce Ross

Jason Jones

Robby Stephenson
Mark Lamer

Diarrin Embray
Dallas Keiswetter
Bryan Miller

Jermrold W. Funk

Kvle R. Corey
Dave Bedlan
Rick White

Jody Pitie

Terry Fountain
Kevin Patrick Casey

City

Marengo
Elkader
Wapello
Manchester
Dubuque
New Hampton
Sigourney
Odebolt
Norwalk
Dyersville
Algona
Manchester
Polk City
Lohrville
Haverhill
Knoxville
Manson
Madrid
:'\lp,(m

Dow City
Nebraska City
Cedar Rapids
Lehigh
Missouri Valley
Cuba City

Taken

lowa
Clayton
Louisa
Delaware
Dubuque
Chickasaw
Keokuk
Hardin
Clarke
Clayton
Kossuth
Clayton
Monroe
Calhoun
Marshall
Marion
Webster
Boone
Kossuth
Monona
Page

Linn
Webster
Poltawattamie
Cerro Gordo

Total
Score

141 1/8
141

140 7/8
140 6/8
140 6/8
140 6/8
140 5/8
140 5/8
140 4/8
140 3/8
140 3/8
140 2/8
140 2/8
140 1/8
140 1/8
140 1/8
140 1/8
140

139 7/8
139 7/8
139 5/8
139 5/8
139 4/8
139 4/8
139 2/8

Year

2002
2002
2001
2002
2002
2001
2002

2001
2002

2002
1997
2001
2002
2002
2002
2002
1999
2002
2001
2001
2002

2000
)

-

Name

Jeff Coleman
Doug Kramer
Ryan Oldfather
Brian Moore
Tony DeWitt
Ron Mongar
Jason D. Loecker
Bill Conlon
Scott Heim
Steve Philby
Mason Blizek
Randy Manning
Russ Wauhob
Todd A. Dutson
Ronald G Culver
Ryan Atkinson
Donnie Smith
Jedd A. Jensen
Trevor G Skalberg
Dwayne Bechrtol
Gary Knoll

Roy VerWoert
Brad DeMoss
Joe Lieb

Steven Williams

City

Hazleton
Monticello
Marion
Hamilton
Grant
AT BRING
Boone
Sioux City
lonia

Red Oak
Promise City
Maquoketa
Sioux City
Carter Lake
Van Meter
Villisca
Knoxville
Exira

Red Oak
Winterset
Earlham
Knoxville
Albia
Dubuque
Otumwa

County
Taken

Buchanan
Jones
Johnson
Marion
Montgomery
Polk

Boone
Plymouth
Bremer
Montgomery
Wayne
Jackson
Woodbury
Pottawattamie
Ringgold
Montgomery
Marion
Audubon
Montgomery
Madison
Madison
Marion
Monroe

Wapello

Total
Score

139 2/8
139 1/8
139

138 4/8
138 4/8
138 3/8
138 3/8
138 2/8
138 1/8
138 1/8
138

137 6/8
137 6/8
137 6/8
137 5/8
137 5/8
137 4/8
137

137 2/8
137 2/8
137 1/8
137

137

137

136 7/8

2001
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
1999
2001
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County Total County Total
Name City Taken Score  Year Name City Taken Score \ak
Rod Wing Carlisle Warren 136 7/8 2002
Steve Snow Leon Decatur 136 5/8 2001 SHOTGUN’ NQN-TYPICAL
Shane Bork Sioux City Woodbury  1365/8 2002 Minimum Qualifying Score - 170 pts.
Jim Fees Des Moines Madison 136 2002
Shawn Petersen Clinton Clinton 136 2000 *Jack Bell St. Berlington Des Moines 237 7/8
Mike Armstrong Atlantic Audubon 136 3/8 2002 Dennis Arnold Chariton Lucas 225 1/8
Dan Shafranek Sigourney Keokuk 136 1/8 2002 Jack]. Pershy Corydon Wayne 2107/8
Jeff Brink Waukon Allamakee 1357/8 2002 Andrew Meimann Nevada Story 203 1/8
Patrick Kupka Waterloo Delaware 1356/8 2002 Mike Lichty LaPorte City BlackHawk 197 3/8
Wade M. Johnson Urbana fowa 1355/8 2002 Wayne M. Harvey Dubuque Jackson 196 6/8
Rick Rundel Traer Tama 1355/8 2002 Eric Fabor Belle Plaine Monroe 195 2/8
Paul Jindrich Muscatine Muscatine 135 4/8 2002 Kyle S. Koltes Sherrill Dubuque 194 1/8
Thad DeMoss Albia Marion 1354/8 2002 Joey Hidlebaugh Searsboro Monroe 191 3/8
Craig R. Black Eldridge Clinton 1353/8 2002 Virgil Johnson Moorhead Monona 190 5/8
Adrian Dickey Packwood Jefferson 135 3/8 2002 Tim Cummings Clermont Fayette 190 1/8
Forrest Goodman Ames Winneshiek 1353/8 2002 Mike Feehan Melrose Monroe 189 4/8
Denny Koopman Le Mars Woodbury 1353/8 2002 Marty Bolin Drakesville Davis 187 2/8
Richard Albright Washington Washington  1353/8 1999 Don Storjohann Garwin Tama 185 4/8
Glen Wilson Indianola Warren 135 2/8 2002 Stewart Nelson Ames Boone 183 4/8 ;
Darle Myers Lehigh Webster 135 2/8 2002 Matt Whistler Van Wert Clarke 181 4/8 :
Jon Tharp West Point Van Buren 135 2/8 2002 David J. Wilke Council Bluffs Pottawattamie 181 ]
Chris Miller Dubuque Dubuque 135 2/8 2002 Dwayne Hettinger Dundee Delaware 181 1991
Michael G. Budde Bellevue Dubuque 1351/8 2002 Mike Fee Oskaloosa Marion 180 1/8 2002
Nick Ginther Ames Clarke 135 2002 Jake Becker West Des Moines  Ringgold 179 1/8 2002
Curt Weiss Muscatine Des Moines 1791/8 2002
e Bernell Dierson Lansing Allamakee 179 1/8 2002
Muzz1LELOAD ER, Non-TypicaL Jeremy Beeson Correctionville  Woodbury 178 2/8 1998
Minimum Qualifying Score - 170 pts. Mike Sergo LaMotte Wapello 177 3/8 1980 |
Raymond L. White  Pleasantville Marion 1757/8 2001 |
Steve Snell Urbandale Polk 199 5/8 2002 Roger Jackson Johnston Clarke 1756/8 1989
Bill Sickels Mount Ayr Ringgold 192 6/8 2003 William J. Scott Moscow Muscatine 1755/8 2002 °
Ryan M. Beeson Riverside Washington 191 1/8 2001 Kurt Schult Tripoli Bremer 1755/8 2000
Travis Becker Riverside Washington 189 1/8 2002 Dale Ford De Witt Warren 1755/8 2001 3
Richard E. Floss Baxter Jasper 188 5/8 2001 Troy Westrum Stratford Webster 174 6/8 2001
Tyler Vorwald Dubuque 185 2002 Chad Woods Cedar Rapids Union 1745/8 1998
Nick Adkins Council Bluffs Western 185 2000 John R. Hoppe Amana lowa 174 4/8 2001
Ed Hoover Ionia Chickasaw 174 3/8 2000
: Larry Hixson Brighton Jefferson 173 6/8 2001
MUZZLELOADER’ TYPICAL _lml‘-lr}(,l Kerns Oeﬁvein Fayette 173 3/8 2002
Minimum Qualifying Score - 150 pts. Robert Jirontek Van Buren 173 3/8 2002
Matthew Koch Peosta Jackson 1731/8 1991
*Ryan Scott Ottumwa Wapello 184 1/8 2000 Howard Coffman Waukee Madison 171 3/8 2002
*Marlon Vander Heiden New Liberty Clinton 183 7/8 2003 Timothy A. Gray Nodaway Adams 1711/8 2002
Gerald Miller West Union Fayette 171 1/8 2001 Doug Marlow Burt Kossuth 170 4/8 1968
Scott Templeton Blue Grass Scott 170 2001 Rex Dewey Urbandale Decatur 170 2/8 1993
Luke Miller New Virginia Clarke 164 1/8 2003 Ronnie McHaugh Magnolia Harrison 170 2/8 1987
Timothy L. Waters  Albia Monroe 163 2/8 1996 Curt Telin Creston Union 170 1/8 2002
Todd Ross Runnells Marion 161 5/8 2002 Jeff DeRonde Chariton Lucas 157 6/8 2002
Eric Aleksich Lehigh Webster 161 1/8 2002
Sheldon Nisly Kalona Washington 159 2/8 2002
Duane Hayes Washington Washington 157 3/8 2002 SHOTGUN’ TYPICAL
Jon Shekleton New Hampton Chickasaw 156 7/8 2002 Minimum Qualifying Score - 150 pts.
Mark Fish Villisca Montgomery 156 7/8 2001
Kevin Burge Hamburg Fremont 156 6/8 2002 Mike Feehan Melrose Monroe 187 1/8 2001
Blake McPherren Unionville Appanoose 156 3/8 2002 Ryan Scott Ottumwa Wapello 184 1/8 2000
Robert M. Smith Marshalltown Marshall 1555/8 2002 Brad A. Person Adel Dallas 183 2/8 2002
Charles Bach Center Point Linn 155 2003 Kevin Harrison Ainsworth Washington 176 6/8 2002
Galen .. Kuper Scotch Grove Jones 1526/8 2002 Chuck Bingham Pleasantville Marion 176 2000
Dennis Sorensen Bondurant Marion 152 2001 Bryan Carman Woodward Dallas 175 6/8 2002
Michael King Mount Ayr Ringgold 151 6/8 2002 Larry Davis Chariton Lucas 175 2/8 2002
Bob Bellmer Wellman Washington 151 1/8 2003 Mike Boswell Canyon Decatur 1747/8 1976
Dan Holven Waterloo Hardin 150 6/8 2002 Kris Shondel Centerville Appanoose 171 3/8 2002
Thomas]. Straka Peosta Clinton 171 lg
Kenneth Veach Zwingle Jackson 171 1
Pistor, Typica Nathan Rasko Indianola Warren 1707/8 2002
Minimum Qualifying Score - 170 pts. Vince Feehan Melrose Monroe 170 2/8 2001
Don Mork Elkader Clayton 170 2/8 2000
*George Davis Jr. Allerton Wayne 160 4/8 2002 Paul K. Adix Ogden Boone 170 1/8 2002

42 lowa Conservationist ® November/December 2003




/8

/8
8
/8

/8
/8
V8
|8
L8
/8
'8
18
('8

/8
/8
/B
B
2/
o
/8
1t
/8
/8
/8

/8

Year

202
2000)
2002

202

2002
202
2002
2002
199
202
01
000
201
X2
20
01
1991
N2

e
LIl
198
1)
201
1989
2002

201
201
1998
20l

Xl
a0
ne
1991
002
m
1968
1993
1987

1

X02

Name

John Wright
Gary M. Schuliz
Terry Chapman
[om Arnold
Tom Edle
Jeff C. Fykstra
Robh Henry
Harvey Seiler
Dennis Moon
Jim Marion
Boyd Bollman
Tim Schamel

Al Hopkins
Adam Johnson
Casey Roe

Mike Scieszinski
Larry D. Hill
David Collins
Louis Lumbard
John Beeson

Ed McCloud Jr.
Brian Laux
Marvin Dostal
Norman Sayres
Mark Droeszler
David C. Morgan
Jim Boose

Ross Kolsrud
Ben Yoder Jr,
Rusty Latimer
Brett Rohweder
Tames Fowler

_ Bryce Randel Delaney

Terry Semke
Robby Stephenson
Mark Harberts
Dennis L. Petersen
Mike McKahan
Mark Fish

Adrian McGeough

Jerry A, Long

Brad Wendel
Dave McGrew
Raymond Gallant
Ross Weinman

stan Ziolkowski Jr.
Brandon Williams
Greg Young
Douglas R Farley Jr.
Mark Seeman

Jack Loghry

Kent Lee Parkhurst
William F Bingaman
Heath Blomquist
Doug Lange

Mike Laux

Bumnell Fuelling

Jerry I. Close

Dean Jackson
Dan Enger

Dan Imzer
Timothy A. Gray
stan Archer
Mark Seeman
Matt Dolch

Russ Dreckman
Charlie Macke
Sleve Miller

City

Des Moines
Sperry
Monticello
Shannon City
Danville
Salix
Burlington
LaMotte
Pleasant Hill
Essex

Cresco
Norwalk
Columbia
Preston
Davenport
Albia
Norwalk
Fayette
Diagonal
Correctionville
Oskaloosa
Centerville
Cedar Rapids
New London
Bernard

Arlington Heights

Urbandale
Lansing
Towa City
Centerville
Ankeny
Cincinnati
Norwalk

Jefferson

Lohrville
Elgin
Davenport
Bettendorf
Villisca
Waukon
Maxwell
Bennett
Emerson
Red Oak
Pleasant Hill
Tama

Nevada
Albion
Cedar Rapids
Bouton
Sidney
Lenox
Chariton
Guthrie Center
Bernard
Fairfield
Central City
Sheldon, ND
Coon Rapids
Fort Madison
Bayard
Nodaway
Red Oak
Bouton
Villisca

New Hampton
Oelwein
Newiton

County
Taken

Union

Des Moines
Jones
Ringgold
Des Moines
Monona
Henry
Jackson
Decatur
Fremont
Howard
Warren
lowa
Jackson
Appanoose
Monroe
Warren
Fayette
Ringgold
Woodbury
Appanoose
Appanoose
Linn

Des Moines
Jackson
Montigomery
Montgomery
Allamakee
Washington
Appanoose
Lucas
Appanoose
Warren
Greene
Greene
Fayette
Jackson
Jackson
Taylor
Allamakee
Jasper

Scolt

Mills
Montgomery
Lucas

Tama

Story
Marshall
Washington
Dallas
Fremont
Ringgold
Lucas
Guthrie
Dubuque
Van Buren
Clayton
Wappello
Guthrie

Lee

Guthrie
Adams
Montgomery
Dallas

Page
Chickasaw
Clayton
Wayne

Total
Score

169 5/8
169 1/8
168 4/8
167 9/8
167 7/8
167 1/8
167 1/8
167 1/8
166 5/8
166 1/8
166

165 6/8
165

164 7/8
164 4/8
164 2/8
164 1/8
163 6/8
163 6/8
163 4/8
163 3/8
163 2/8
163 1/8
163

162 7/8
162 4/8
162 2/8
162 1/8
162

161 6/8
161 5/8
161 2/8
160 6/8
160 5/8
160 5/8
160 2/8
160 2/8
160 1/8
160 1/8
160 1/8
160

160

1539 7/8
159 7/8
159 5/8
159 5/8
159 5/8
159 5/8
159 5/8
159 2/8
159 2/8
159

158 7/8
158 5/8
158 5/8
158 3/8
158 2/8
158 1/8
158

157 7/8
157 5/8
157 4/8
157 1/8
156 7/8
156 7/8
156 7/8
156 6/8
156 6/8

Yecar

2002
2001
2002
2002
1995
2002
2002
1963
2001
2002
2002
2002

2002
2000
2002
2002
2001
2002
2001
2002
2001
1982
2002
1996
2002
2002
2003
2002
2000
2002
2002
2002
2000
1998
2001
2002
2001
2002
2002
2002
1998
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002

2002
1999
2002
1997
1996
2002
2002
2002
2002
2000
2002
1994
2001
1990
1998
1996

2000
2002
2002

DeEer HUNTERS

PLEASE, TAKE THE
‘EXTRA’ STEP.

You have done a

great job
indona
hundred

of deert

the needy

A

through Help
Us Stop Hun-

ger (HUSH).

Sogood, in

fact, your
help is

needed for an
extra step.

r 1 d

When you buy

your deer permit,

please consider N e
donating$5tohelp © | '
pay processing costs
for that venison. Every

$5 provides 20 meals.
Your generosity is
sincerely appreciated.
Learn more at
www.iowahush.com

Help: Us S’tbp. Hunger
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Name

Don J. Hudgens
Donald J. Warner
Cody Huebner
Donald Etringer
Eric Marsh
Jerry D. Uker
Brian Morrow
Tyler Weltz
Gary Shrader
Dave Olson
Don Hotovec
Heath DeForest
Chris Cavin
David Green
Keith Oberfoell
Brian Deppe
Paul Gee

Dave Ahlberg
Darren Hansen
Justin M. Halhill
Randy Seibert
Monte J. Egli
James Kremer
Greg Smith
Jayson Harper
Dennis Jipsen
James Hatch
Craig Arduser
Don Biermann
Mark Mahr

Nick Keith
Trent Gravel
Jarrett Beeson

City

Jeddo, Ml

Baxter

Fort Madison
Fairbank
Villisca
Unionville, MO
Ottumwa
Colo
Charles City
Maquoketa
Pleasantville
Pleasantville
Blockton

Jefferson

Dubuque
Bellevue
Russell

Des Moines
Oxford Junction
Dubuque
Linden

Clare

Cascade
Bonapane
Keswick

Lewis
Winterset
Monticello
Peosta

Spring Grove
Eldora

Center Junction
Correctionville

i ' AHistory of Deer

County

Taken

Lucas
Jasper
Lee
Clayton
Taylor
Lucas
Wapello

Floyd
Jackson
Wirren
Monroe
Taylor
Greene
Allaimakee
Jackson
Lucas
Taylor
Clinton
Dubuque
Dallas
Webster
Dubuque
Van Buren
Keokuk
Montgomery
Madison
Jones
Dubuque
RUATIRINGS
Hardin
Jones
Woodbury

Total
Score

156 48
156 2/8
156 2/8
156 2/8
156 1/8
156

156

155 6/8
155 6/8
155 4/8
155 4/8
155 1/8
155 1/8
155 1/8
155

154 7/8
154 6/8
134 4/8
154 1/8
151

154

154

153 7/8
153 7/8
153 6/8
153 4/8
153 3/8
153 3/8
153 3/8
153 3/8
153

152 7/8
152 7/8

inlowa

by Larry Stone

Year

2001
2002
2002
2002
2001
2002
2002
2002
2000)
2001
2002
2002
2002

2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
1987
2002
2002
1989
2002
2001
2001

Name

Jay McWherter

Chad Johnson
Pat Eastlick
Thomas W. Marsh
Tom Werner
Timothy A. Gray
Karl Wendt
Doug Ben

Terry Cozad
Kenny McBride
Austen Kraus
Gary Klein
Doug Sevb
Mark Nienkark
Steven Grace

Michael Blankenship

David Johnston Jr.
Steve Cummings
Robert Miner
Elieser Colon
David L. Klobnak

Ronnie K. Birdsall

Kenny Klein
Dan Kovacevich

Jim Koboldt

Pat Eastlick
Mike Raue

Jerry Whitehurst

Chad Achenbach
Nick Heiar
Dwayne Hettinger
Mark Mahr

City

Cedar Rapids
Springville
Albia
Bonaparte
Murray
Nodaway
Hopkinton
Durango
Weldon
Sac City
Monticello
Cedar Rapids
Donnellson
Maquoketa
Diagonal
Sullivan
Melcher
Sabula
Des Moines
Ottumwa
Hamilton
Mondamin
Sherrill
Rathbun
Earlham
Albia
Vinton
Ollie
Oakland
Bellevue
Dundee
Spring Grove

County
Taken

Madison
Jackson
Monroe
Van Buren
Clarke
Adams
Delaware
Clayton
Clarke
Decatur
Jones

Linn

Lee
Jackson
Ringgold
Jackson
Marion
Jackson
Clarke
Wapello
Monroe
Hamilton
Dubuque
Appanoose
Madison
Monroe
Van Buren
Keokuk
Potwattamie
Jackson
Delaware
Allamakee

80 pages, full-color, soft-bound

Written by Larry Stone,

noted outdoor writer
Photos by premier deer photographer

Roger A. Hill and others

Contains 20 wonderfully written chapters
covering:

Total
Score

152 7/8
152 5/8
152 4/8
152 4/8
152 3/8
]"‘-)2 lf'rH
152 1/8
152

152

152

151 5/8
151 5/8
151 4/8
151 4/8
151 2/8
151 2/8
151 1/8
150 7/8
150 7/8
150 7/8
150 6/8
150 6/8
150 6/8
150 5/8
150 3/8
150 3/8
150 2/8
150 2/8
150 1/8
150 1/8
150 1/8
150

The history of deer and deer hunting in lowa
Why do we have so many deer?
How many deer should there be?
Trophy bucks — lowa’s “best in the nation” status
Problem deer — In our fields, backyards, and on ou

roads

Year |

2002 |
2002
2002
2002
1991
1989
2002
2002
2002
1990
2002
2002 |

2001

1996 |

Interviews with lowans who share their ideas about

whitetails

And much more

Price $1 0 plus tax. Order wherever hunting license are sold or

call 1-800-367-1188 and order with a MasterCard or Visa. Allow 3 weeks for delive
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Name

County

City Taken

SHOTGUN, TYPICAL

Harold Dickman, Sr.
Michael A. Hinzman
WayneA. Bills

Diean Wetzel

Kenneth Tiltord
Michael R. Edle
Greorge L. Ross

Forest N. Richardson
W.EugeneZieglowsky

Johnchase

Woodbine Harrison
Guttenburg  Clayton
DesMoines  Hamilton
Guthrie Center Guthrie
Lamoni Decatur
Danville Des Moines
Ottumwa Wapello
New Virginia Warren
Washington  Van Buren
Glenwood Mills

MuzzZLELOADER, TYPICAL

“Ryan Scott

‘Marlon Vander Heiden New Liberty Clinton

Jerry W, Conover

Blaine Davis

. RonMurray
~ Clark Corbin

Nate Ames
Joel Ash
John Russell
Ric Bishop

Pistor, TypicAL

WilliimH. Fahrenkrog — Davenpont

DonWalker
Dave Hotz

‘George Davisr.
Kendal Pommer

Darle Meyers

Bow, TypricaL

Lloyd Goad
Robert Miller

steven E. Tyer

Roy Allison

Jetfery L Whisker
Richard B. Swin
Alan Bloodgood
Randy Petersburg
Kevin Peterson

Dave Zima

Otumwa Wapello
Stoux City Monona
Wavery Bremer
Missouri Valley Harrison
Minncota Crawford
Keokuk lee
Ann Arbor, MI Appanoose
BlueGrass  Muscatine
Eldridge Keokuk
Scolt
Burlington  DesMoines
CedarRapids  Louisa
Allerton Wayne
Otho Webster
Lehigh Webster
Knoxville Monroe
Wyoming Jones
North Liberty Johnson
Knoxville Monroe
Clinton Scott
DesMoines  Polk
Prole Wanen
Waukon Allaimakee
Mediapolis  DesMoines
Blair Monona

Year

1964
2000
1974
1998
1985
1989
1969
1969
1997
1997

2000
2003
1990
2000
1998
2000
2001
2001
1997
1997

1998
1998
1995
2002
2000
2000

1962
1977
1994
1995
1993
1981
2000

1996

1989
1996

Total
Score

200 2/8
200

1995/8
199 3/8
198 1/8
196 4/8
1951/8
194 3/8
1927/8
192 2/8

184 1/8
1837/8
1827/8
1791/8
179 1/8
178 3/8
176 4/8
1757/8
1724/8
1721/8

1714/8
167 4/8
161

1604/8
1594/8
157 3/8

197 6/8
194 2/8
194

1935/8
191

1905/8
190 1/8
189 1/8
1881/8
186 4/8

Name

City

County
Taken

SHOTGUN, NON-TYPICAL

Larry Raveling

Lyle Spitznoggle
David Mandersheid
Carroll Johnson
Larry J. Caldwell
Don Boucher

Carl Wenke

Robert Wonderlich
Donny Grant

“Jack Bell

Emmetsburg Cly

Wapello
Welton
Moorhead

Des Moines
Albian

CedarRapids

Oskaloosa

Turin

Louisa
Jackson
Monon:l
Wianen
Marshall
Lee
Monroe
Monon:

St. Berlington  Des Moines

MUuUzzZLELOADER, NON-TYPICAL

Richard Muft

Mike Mooy
Alan Funk

Vincent P. Jauron
Daniel Kauffiman
Jetf Tussey
“Travis Baker
Jeremy Williams
Denny Baum

Mike Garber

PistoL, NON-TypPICAL

Bob C. Garside
Bill Fahrenkrog
David A. Arnold
Jim C. DeFosse

Clarinda
Hamburg

Scotch Grove

Harlan
Wapello
Creston
Boone
Clarincka
Ottumwa
Eldon

Greenfield
Davenpon
Des Moines
Mediapolis

Bow, NON-TYPICAL

Dave Gordon

Rick L. Dye

“Harlan Swehla
Larry V. Zach

Russ Clarken
Mike Hobarnt

Terrv M. Long
Jerry L. Wells
Jack Schuler|r.

Jerry M. Monson

Waukon
Knoxville
CedarRapids
Ankeny
Desoto

Prole
DesMoines
Altoona
Indianola

Clearlake

Taylor
Fremont
Van Buren
Monona
Louisa
Union
Boone
Page
Wapello
Wapello

Adlair

Scott
Mahaska
Des Moines

Allamakee
Wianen

Des Moines
Monroe
Dallas
Madison
Polk
Madison
Decar
Cerro Gordo

Year

1973
1982
1977
1968
1990
1961
1972
1970
1996
2002

2000
1990
2000
1990
1954
1995
2000
1998
1990
1990

1998
2000
2000
1999

2000)
2000
2002
2000
1994
1995
1995
2001
1995
1977

Total
Score

282

258 2/8
2567/8
256 2/8
248 (11’8
2453/8
215

24406/8
240

2377/8

214 3/8
2102/8
2095/8
209 1/8
205 3/8
205

2034/8
2025/8
2021/8
2006/8

2115/8
206 3/8
1787/8
170 2/8

2404/8
240 2/8
237 6/8
237 3/8
2367/8
2295/8
2294/8
227 3/8
227

222 1/8

— — —
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theArtists
Dietmar Krumrey

Nationally known artist Dietmar
Krumrey was selected to design the
2004 lowa Migratory Game Bird
Stamp. The scene features a pair of
wood ducks. Known for his extensive
attention to detail and his realistic
approach, the German-born artist once
worked for Hallmark. He currently
freelances out of his childhood town of
Manistique, Mich.

Prints can be ordered through
Wilderness Art,
www.widlernessart.com, 8559 W 2nd
St., Manistique, Mich., 49854; (906)
341-5263.

Greg Bordignon

No stranger to the lowa wildlife
art scene or state habitat stamp
artwork, Greg Bordignon designed
both the Habitat Stamp and the Trout
Stamp for 2004. An Illinois native who
moved to the Cedar Rapids area in
1977, Bordignon 1s an avid angler and
hunter who is involved in conservation
organizations throughout the Midwest.
This vear’s Habitat Stamp depicts
pheasants on a snowy country road.
For the Trout Stamp, Bordignon
painted rainbow trout against a rocky
stream bed.

A limited number of prints are
available through Bordignon Ink.,
www.bordignonink.com, or at 630
Grand Court, Robins, lowa 52328:;
(319) 743-0874.




Gif-‘ Ideas

Wildlife Art

www.zachwildlifeart.com
Order now for the Holidays!

Barb’s Fine Art | R\ -

Barb Jones Prall - Portraits

Lanscapes and more
/88 6th St. « Marion, IA

www. barbstineart.com *» 319-373-1090

Lot
-—h

lowa Grown Popcorn [ EESSSET/ESSIE S S,

New Release

We ship great gifts across the USA “Foggy Morning Trio-Wild Turkey”

* 5 Ib. popcorn + salt & il

*\10 Ib. popcorn + salt &;oil Find the perfect qift for the
or Personalize it nature lover in your life.
- Larry Zach Wildlife Art
_ ' "“%‘ Publisher and Fine Arts Gallery
; o G 1440 SE Cortina Drive
- M"HOME ROWN v co Ankeny, lowa 50021
) i 877-465-2011 » Fax 309-441-6999 515-964-1570 » Fax 515-964-1976
Attention Bluebird We accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover & American Express | info@zachwildlifeart.com

Box Owners... |

For those with established
bluebird boxes, sending in your
annual report helps preserve these
birds.

Report forms are now
available online at the DNR'S
website at www.iowadnr/wildlife
files/bbboxrptform.pdf

The data collected from the

reports provide a more accurate

picture of the birds™ welfare and 1
recovery in lowa. | Realireescom has everything that hunters
Please take the opportunity to | are hunting for. We've got new features
record your findings this summer i ke _G“'d'?s & Outfitters, Hunting Maps,
Whitetail Live and Real2Reel, plus a
: host of favorites. From our world-famous
| : ~Trophy Den and informative Forums and
_ - Chat to the expanded Games & Arcade.

[f you have boxes in more than | S  Realtree.com-Always On Stand.
one county, please submit a | "

and return your form to Jaclyn Hill |
at 2946 Ubben Ave., Ellsworth,
lowa 50075.

—

. [ +' u t'i _-‘-‘ '.:':___, L= “
separate report for each county.
No group names. individual reports | Tl i
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For advertising call
1-800-798-2691 ext. 315

Cascade
Forestry Nursery

« Wildlite Trees Shrubs
 lowa Grown Seedlings
* Tree Planting, T.5.1

» Forestry Consulting
800-596- 9437

FAX 563-85

1de., |A )20’3?

el

Caa{

206 & netr

ot

+ Remington
we sell all or ¢ Beretta
b Winchester

shotguns. o Sauage

| "I-";:I!I‘_L! n :'r".'. 8 ' RI,Ig‘E-r

Hiltop Shopping area Armalite

East 29th & Hubbell

1

Marke_t]_)lace

MIKES &

HOME BAKERW‘ 7

Sﬁ: Taste of lowa P
> Holidav Breads %

| Free Brochure I#

‘{; Call (515) 278-0666 a&

BOYD’S SAUSAGE COMPANY
626 Hwy 1 South

q,"

Washington, 1A 52353
319-653-5715

There is no
substitute for quality

Come see us for all yvour
snacks for the hunt

s Beel Jerky » Beef Sticks
L iill il s “1'--'_':-.- Wi nsin h
New for 2003
e W/ hi SUmmeer Sau

Al Deer Products are Fully
Processed and Smoked in Houses

e Hang Holo
* SUIMIMET Sausae
« Bruls

 Snack Sticks
s Jerks

Recreational Vehicles

LLASSO E RV INC.

SALES » SERVICE * PARTS

12942 Amber Rd. X44, Anamosa, |A 52205
Ph. 319-462-3258 * 1-800-798-3511

WORK HAND AND HUNTING BUDDY

When it comes to ATVSs, it's easy to see why people come to
Kawasaki. With perfect choices for farming, hunting, recreation
and just plain adventure on almost any terrain imaginable. You

can count on Kawasaki Prairie® ATVs for comfort, reliability

and performance. Work or play, there’'s no better choice.

* The all-new Praine® 700 4x4 has the utility ATV industry’s

first 697 cc 4-stoke liquid-cooled V-twin engine

» The Prairie® 360 Series leads its class in towing capacity

and includes the Hardwoods® model with
full camouflage

» Selectable 4WD

and nder-acti-
vated front dif-
ferential control

Des Moines Tipton Winterset
truthers Brothers Strackbein’s Kawasak County Cycle
Kawasak 302 West South Street 116 10th Street
191 NW 2nd Ave B00-455-0417 300-890-1570
A88-816-FAST
Fort Dodge Clarinda
Racing Unlimited Kawasaki Whipp Sales & Service, Inc
www.racingunlimited.com 701 S 8th 5t
7-0185

515-955-6000 B00-47

kawasakl.com Ottumwa

tumwa Motor Sports I
WWAWW. OTTUIMW: irT‘l".'-T'.'_."".;_'.;'.‘",,‘-ft':'. COm
e A T P T e T s o &
Let the pood times nll GRA-5E797

OUU-DOS-J 1M £

I }rT

-—""f‘Jlm 5 Gun & Pawn Shop —~

\
{J‘ll\l ’ H"
We have What You are Looking for! {_ g ,';T;f_‘i P

g‘:{ Stop in Today or Call & See —\’\’""

What We Have for You!

$ e _*f
"'53;
,& f =1 L \..\:" F‘
'- *ﬁ-‘j‘f -—,L.E!‘u e Y, rﬂ{ip{:fn
I!'.I - ~ L}Tf'it?{b #" Ud I g -
o ~ W Jcome __ llable =
|

'_'\v-\/\-"_'l

A~
2814 SE 14" Street » Des Moines, |A 50320 51 5'284"0350

ﬂ:VENTFIAL IOWA ARCHERY & SPORTING

5201 NE 14th St, Suite C
Des Moines. |1A 50313
Brady Bruning
FJ:"II:.F'H" I"E:n‘."_'-] 266-3912 »
SOUTHERN ARCHERY
PO Box 1030 * Highway 18 East
Spencer, lowa 51301
Ted Bruning
Phone

SOUTHERN ARCHERY NORTH
155 Chestnut Street
Mankato, MN 56001

Shane Bruning

Q;h!f (507) 625-7897 « Fax: (507) 625

Fax: (515) 266-3934

IOWA ARCHERY & SPORTING

(712) 262-7213 » Fax: (712) 262-8149

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE OTHER
MEMBERS OF OUR SPORTING FAMILY

5804

SPORTSMAN'S OUTFITTERS \
1310 S. 5th Ave. Easl
Newton, lowa 50208
Bill Webster
Phone: (641) 792-5002 « Fax: (641) 791-2732
BLUFFS ARCHERY QUTFITTERS
721 W. S. Omaha Brnidge Rd
Council Blufts, lowa 51501
Steve Ellis
Phone: (712) 366-2500 » Fax: (712) 366-7126

SIOUXLAND SPORTS
413 Nebraska
Sioux City, lowa 51108
Rob Brandhagen

Phone/Fax: (T12) 234-002R /
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BIRD BREASTER

Easily remove a bird breast in

Bluff Harbor Marina

Just North of Great River Bridge
N. Front St, Burlington, lowa
888-917-3627 « 319-753-2590

* Full Service Marina
www.smkgun.com ® H|ghe,r Level of Service
¥ 1 7-21) '\"' H
Ph: 217-847-222 * Lower Price

Send check for 5175.00
www.bluffharbor.com

+ $20 shipping to
MPERCURY

Bird Breaster
The Water Calls

i) seconds or less (pheasant. quail
chukar, dove, ducks)
Makes a great gift for
the hunter who thinks
he has evervthing.
o watch a short clip

Patenl
pending

PAUL L. FOUNTAIN I1

For Sale:
Hunting &

Recreational Land

|'I isfeng (nd se |r|J.'|'|' & II|.'F.‘|I. |J".|'I MV Er

A Hunting &

_ _ Recreation Relrast
SYouthern and Edsrern lowa seheerylithuathas

Suzanne Fountain Realty
FEATURED PROPERTY

Premiere Hunting
G648 Acres VanBuren ( ouney
[imber CRP

Open Year Round

712- 44(1-2:\01
Call for current listings www.iowaouthack.com

641-675-3410 Rathbun Lake - Southern Tows's Best K

995 E. County Rd. 1550
m‘r Bird Hunting

Hamilton, IL 62341
[{f ﬁ,"“ B Hunting Preserve
i --’_‘fful' ol a ¥ -
Sporting Clays

/Learn Taxiderm)

7-week complete course or

weekend classes on deer, H‘»j—: e -
fish. birds. and mammals. gOKIng I'a unis Now.

Pheasant, Quail, Chukar

Hutton Valley

School of Taxidermy
Roger Hutton, owner/instructor Larry, Lisa & Haley Dunn, Owners
2514 Victory Lane 3353 Plymouth Avenue
St. Charles, 1A 50240 Eddyville, Towa 52553

Home of World ( '.‘.u:rn;:;uu
Skeet Shoorer Haley Dunn

641-396-2760

: (641) 969-4387
\ huttontx @ netins.net

Est. 1996

/\hld Feather Hunt _ﬁ\

Ku mail |'|-||-.1 | € flfllfl'lllfll""u.h |.com j

DESIGNED FOR THE EASY GOING.

The Honda FourTrax Rancher 4x4 ES
features effortless push-button shifting
and full-time four-wheel drive.

Getting there is easy with its powerful 350-

class OHV engine. Taking care of it is easy e

because it's a Honda. Shifting is e—asy with its g Uit
push-button Electric Shift Program.™ Even getting =t
enough traction is easy with its full-time four-wheel drive with

a lorque-sensing front differential. Which makes it hard to beat

Burlington Des Moines
Great River Power Sports Garvis Honda
1521 S. Rosevelt www.garvishonda.com
319-754-7868 800-358-5508/515-243-6217

Davenport Waterloo
Hawkeye Motorworks Weber's Cycle Center Inc

www.hawkeyemotorworks.com www.weberscycle.com

563-391-9009 800-872-9253

Ottumwa
Ottumwa Motor Sports, Inc
www,.otiumwamotorsports.com
800-684-5727

handa.com BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER REMEMBER ATVS C
BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE FOR YOUR SAFETY, ALWAYS
WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTI

ING, AND NEVER RIDE ON PAVED SURFALE

ROADS KEEP IM MIND THAT RIDING D

Wedt Zorg

=etrievend

Field trial & Gun dog Training

10088 W. 56th Street North
Baxter, lowa 50028

641-227-3000

ckwell, 1A 50469

641-592-42958

E s » MOTOR HOMES

RV SALES & SERVICE *TRAILERS & STH WHEE

190 PLAZA DR. « |-380 EXIT 68 * ELK RUN HEIGHTS, IA « PARTS-HITCHES
Bruce Paine, Owner « AIR CONDIT ._L“__‘.____
Bus. 319-234-3039 +« 1-800-286-3039 » AWNINGS-ET

g SEH:ICE & HEPmr-r‘-.
~ Www.painesrv.com

FEDERAL AMMUNITION
The New Look Of Leadership

Wil Dieenitanege Dodly wooids aned cliseer Hies o pracilinenir div liirge eane, vane meed G
Deallct et hienidles ey sicications, The Poswwer=Shok  Cirarnd H.’.j.'rJ Draalleed vs Dl
il Speer's exclusive fh!.’ Core process winch elvcinates the feaed oxade laver thar
cotnr cunse core slippage as i conventional budlees, I addivion, the trtdipue jucker

profile avd flured tip ensores reliable expansgion overa wide velociny ramnge

— POWER-SHOK —

The name says it all!

FEDERAL

4723 West Lincoln Way
Ames, lowa

M-F 9-8, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 11-6
515-292-2276
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RKS PROFILE

aquoketa Caves

has always been a

place of enchant-
ment and mystery. Those with
any ties or interest in the state
park have long-wondered about
1ts history. the mysteries of the
rock formations, even 1ts earliest
visitors.

While we are dependant on
archeologiststochronicle the
prehistoric visitors that firstcame
here thousands of years ago.
more recent history has provided
imsight about the life and times of
carly settlers to Jackson County.
The following excerpt fromthe
book *“The History of Jackson

County.” tells the story of Joshua

MAQUIOKETA

DISCOVERING A

STATE PARK

Article by Jim Magirl € Photos by Clay Smith

Beer and David Scott and their
discovery of Maquoketa Caves.
Beer and Scott and their
families arrived 1n the area in

1837. They have long been
credited as the first non-Native
Americans to have encountered
Maquoketa
Caves. This s
their abbrevi-
ated story, 1n
Beer's own
words.
“You know
that Scott and |
the first year
we lived 1n
[owa, had to

depend almost

entirely upon our rifles for the
subsistence of our families. In the
hunting season, he would come to
my house, or [ would go to his,

and we would start together for a

ten-days’ hunt. On the occasion of

the discovery of the cave. we
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started from Scott’s for the heavy
timber on the forks of the
Magquoketa, knowing that the deer
would take shelter there from the
heavy snow-storm prevailing at
the time. We hunted till near
sundown, having hung up some
five or six deer during the day.

“Concluding to select a
camping-ground, we started up a
ravine that led from the
Maquoketa River, and had not
proceeded far when we struck
the trail of ten or a dozen deer.
Moving cautiously, we were able
to drop two of the herd and, the
bluffs on either side being so
steep the deer could not ascend
them we noticed the ravine
seemed to terminate in what
appeared to be a bridge of rock.
There seemed to be no chance
for the deer to escape save by
facing around and running past us,
and we were just congratulating
ourselves on securing them when,
10 our surprise, they all at once
disappeared as completely as if
the ground had opened and
swallowed them. Upon investiga-
tion we found that our prey had
taken refuge in a cave. We made
our camp-fire in the mouth of the
cave, in order to prevent our
game from escaping.

The hunters set out after
supper to find the two fallen deer,
but it wasn’t long before they ran
Into trouble. Coal-black darkness
made it difficult for the hunters to
find the carcasses. It didn’t,
however, hamper a panther from
finding them. Following a vicious

Venture inside any one
of the Maqugketa caves
(oppasite page) — - "
~breathe inthatdamp; . ./
- chilly; musty ai— and * -
= yq;g_;{_::a'n_ literally feel the
-mystery.and wonder
“garly-settlers Joshua
Beer and David Scott
~must'have felt when they
first encountered the -
_-grottos. 20

battle, which left the panther dead
and both dog and man scratched
and bleeding, the search was
abandoned until morning.
“When daylight appeared, our
hopes of capturing the deer were
blasted by the discovery that
there was an outlet to the cave
through which they had escaped.
Our hunt was a short one. Scott

was stiff and sore from the
effects of the fight with the
panther, and could not travel very
well; so we concluded to go
home.” -Anonymous, History of
Jackson County. (Chicago:
Western Historical Co.), 1879
Although the Maquoketa
Caves State Park of today may
not be the untamed wild Beer and



RKS PROFILE

turning us all into kids when we see |
them. It must bring out the ex-

Scott encountered generations caves are the result of large

ago, it 1s still a place of wonder rocks shiding down the cliffs. Fat
Man’s Misery and Tall Man’s

Misery are prime examples of this

plorer in us. Once inside these
dark places, we become explorers,
like Lewis and Clark, or in this
case, Scott and Beer. We never
know just what we’ll encounter

and mystery. You can expect to
see willdife. Deer and raccoons
are plentiful, but, other than an type of cave.
occasional report of a bobcat, the These places seem to have

park has been panther-free since

some sort of magical attraction,

the days of Scott and around the next corner. Was that a

Beer.,

But the reason people
still flock to the park is the
caves. There are at least
13 of them, 1n all sizes and
shapes, from Hernando’s
Hideaway to Rainy Day,
and from Widemouth to
[ce Cave. They aren’t all
the result of water dissolv-
ing limestone. Mechanical

If spelunking is not your
game, there are plenty
of other opportunities to
experience Maquoketa
Caves State Park. Try
a hike along the six
miles of trails (above),
which winds past such

growl?

The park has nearly all the
amenities you would expect to find
In your typical state park. It has
picnic areas and shelters, a camp-
ground, playground equipment and §
many other features. Because the
park 1s very popular with youth
groups, there are two youth group
camping sites that may be re-
served. The main difference fron

HEROLIDD

Trailer Sales Inc.

marvels as the “Natural MOUNTAIN AIRE « KOUNTRY STAR !
Bridge” hovering 50 feet sk S
above Raccoon Creek,
and the 17-ton g g W e
“Balancing Rock.” DUtChmeﬂ 0
Explore deep into the TRAVEL TRAILERS & 5TH WHEELS "
cool dampness of the Wh
surrounding timber
(right), or simply soak : IR
up the montage of fall | ’% | i
foliage. L0
FOLDDOWNS
J W
HEROLD I
Trailer Sales Inc. | M,

lowa Conservatiomist » November December 2003

Family Owned and Operated since ‘64’
1806 W. 2nd-Hwy. 92 West, Indianola, IA

515-961-7405
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many other state parks is that
Maquoketa Caves has no recre-
ational water opportunities to
offer. Raccoon Creek, the main

body of water in the park, is

normally only a few inches deep.

Instead of a dip in the lake,
visitors can cool off with a trek
through a cave, where tempera-
tures hover in the middle 50s.
Many visitors have returned
with their children and grandchil-
dren to introduce the next genera-
tion to the place that captured
their imagination when they first
visited. Some are seeing the park
for the first time, and hopefully,
beginning a similar tradition.
Everyone has the option to enjoy
the hiking trails and “walk”
through the larger caves, or get
down and dirty and “crawl”
through the smaller ones. Even if

you re mobility impaired, or just
can’t get around like you used to,
the Visitor Center has a short
video that allows you to see some
of the caves for yourself. It is
open on weekends and holidays
from Memorial Day through
Labor Day and has a lot of
information about the history of
the park.

Whatever your reasons, come
and see the wonder that is
Maquoketa Caves State Park.

Be sure to bring flashlights,
and, be sure to keep an eye out
for panthers.

Jim Magirl is the park ranger at

Maquoketa Caves State Park.

-

in fowa.

Magquoketa in Jackson County.

the picnic area and the campground.

trees are 28 campsites, 18 of
which are electric. A modern
shower facility is also available.
TRAILS: The six miles of trails
lead hikers around the
campground past such highlights
as the “Natural Bridge,” which
stands nearly 50 feet above
Raccoon Creek, and the 17-ton
“Balanced Rock.” Hikers can
also explore the restored prairie

che western end of the park.

LOCATION: Six miles southwest of

PICNICKING: Two reservable shelters
provide the perfect scenery for picnics. A
children’s play structure is located between

CAMPING: Nestled among the pine

MAQUOKETA CAVES AT A GLANCE

GENERAL INFORMATION: Settlers discovered the caves in the 1830s. since which time many artifacts
such as pottery and tools have been found in the area. The park, linked by a system of trails and cave
formations, has more caves than any other state park

>

PARK RESIDENCE
PARK OFFICE

PICNIC AREA
RESTROOM
SHELTER

- ==~ HIKING TRAIL

s  PLAY STRUCTURE
.- . TRAIL GOES UNDER ROAD

NEloe
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NSERVATION 101

From Timber To Table: Part 2

This year marks the 50th
anniversary of modern deer
hunting in lowa, and much has
changed in thatrelatively short
period of time.

In 1953, forexample, just
4.000 deer were harvested that
firsthunting season. Today,
harvest estimates have exceeded
100,000 every yearsince 1996,
reaching anall-time highot
140.490 last year. Hunter num-

bers have also grown from

FIGURE 1:
Hanging and
cooling a deer

wva Conservationis! & November' December 20003

Article by AJay Winter and Al Foster

roughly 4,000 a half-century ago
toan estimated 180,000 last year.
In the early days, deer
hunting was done mostly for
subsistence. Many families relied
on venison and other wild game to
putmeaton the table. Although
that is not necessarily the case
these days, many hunters make
venison a healthy part of their
regular diet, and some even
prefer it over domestic meats.
[ike any wild meat, proper
game care, processing and
preparation make a big
difference in whether your
venison dinneris tasty or
barely edible. The first part
of this series (September/
October 2003) focused on the
importance of makingaclean,
quick kill and proper field
dressing afterwards. This
installment takes a look at
skinning, deboningand
packaging the final product.

STEP ONE

Although it may
notseem liket,
finding acomfort-
able locationto
process the deeris ™
an important first
step. You'll want
a place where you
can hang the deer
atacomfortable

TOOLS
CHECKLIST

v Sharp Knife

v 50 freezer bags

v’ Freezer paper

v Large cutting surface
(cutting board)

v Two large pieces of
cardboard or plastic to
protect the floor under the
deer

v/ Permanent marker

v’ Masking tape

working height, and hasatable or
bench to debone the meat.
Finding a place with a heatsource
is even better. Being comfortable
will help you stay focused on the
task at hand.

FIGURE 2: Removing
the leg at the knee joint.

Tendon
Insert stick for
hanging

~~
~Cut
Musk gland
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La
the

jtableor

{

qt source
1!101'13'“1*«-‘
d on Ihﬂ

emﬁ‘u’ing ‘

1
tick for,
5

STEP TWO

Getting the deer hung is the
nextstep. Hanging helps keep the
meatclean and allows the
carcass to cool quicker, both
important factors in meat quality
(see Figure 1).

A mexpensive pulley device,
such as a block and tackle, 1s the
easiestand most efficient way to
hang a deer. A sturdy rope will
work, buta pulley device allows
you to lift the deer off the floor
withminimal effort. If you hang
itfrom the hind legs (my prefer-
ence), run a short rope through an
Incision made between the tendon
and the leg bone above the knee

jointand attach itto the pulley

system. Hoist the deerto a
comfortable working height.
Place a piece of cardboard or

FIGURE 3: Initial
skinning cuts
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the hair.

SKINNING TIPS

Many fur buyers will purchase deer hides if they are in rela-

tively good condition. Ifyou plan to sell the hide. try to use your
knife as little as possible. If you skin the deer within a few hours
after the kill, the hide will come off much easier. In that case, you
can often pull the skin off with your hands. If you do use a knife, be
careful notto score the hide and avoid cutting hair, which will dull a

knife quickly. Instead, push your knife under the hide and toward

plastic under the deer to make
clean-up afterwards quickerand
easier.

The question, now, comes to
aging the meat. Some hunters
contend aging the deer makes
for a better tasting product;
others prefer to process and
package the meat as soon as
possible. The decision is yours.

but if you do decide to age the

meat, do your research on proper

aging temperature and duration.

STEP THREE

[fyoudidn’tdoitinthe field,
remove all four legs of the deer
at the knee joint (or hock) with a
knife (see Figure 2).

STEP FOUR
Remove the skin. Thisis not
as hard as it sounds. Deer have a
membrane between the skin and
muscle, allowing the two to be

separated easily,

FIGURE 4: Removing
the skin

N\

Begin by cutting the skin from
one back leg to the other, Cut
each front leg from the knee joint
toward the body. Make a cut
from the field dressing incision to

Extension.

Allillustrations reprinted with permission from So You
Got A Deer, authored by Scott Craven and Dennis
Buege and published by the University of Wisconsin-

—
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NSERVATION 101

lovwn Lonser

PACKAGING
TIPS

Nothing ruins meat like
freezer burn. Proper packaging
will determine whether your
frozen venison lasts weeks,
months or a year or more.

v/ Trim as much fat as
possible before freezing. Fat
will become rancid before the
meat does.

v/ Package and freeze as
soon as the cuts are made.

v' Use wrapping material
that prevents moisture and air
from reaching the meat
Vacuum sealers are the most
| effective. Otherwise, double
wrap the meat, first in plastic
wrap to create a vapor barrier,
followed by a freezer bag or
freezer paper to protect the
inner wrap from puncture
Squeeze out any trapped air
before freezing.

v Generally, venison will
last up to a year in the freezer
If packaged properly; more
than a year 1f frozen 1n a
vacuum-sealed bag. A deep
freeze tends to keep meat
fresh longer than a retrigerator
freezer (make sure you follow
current regulations on possess-
ing game after the season).

v Grinding your own
burger allows you to prepare it
on your own schedule. Since
venison 1s very lean, you can
add up to 50 percent beef or
pork fat for flavor and mois-
ture.

v Label all packages with

the date and contents.

vationist « NovemberDecember 2003

the head, and around the neck
(see Figure 3). Keep in mind.
cutting the backside of the legs
makes skin removal easier.

Pull the skin from the tail
toward the head (see Figure 4).
Use your knife to aid in the
removal only ifneeded. When
you reach the head of the deer,
cut through the neck to remove
the head and hide.

Finding stray hairona
venison steak or roast can spoil
an otherwise fine dinner. There-
fore, 1t1s important to remove any
hair that remain on the carcass. A
stiffbrush, sticky tape or small
propane torch works well.

STEP FIVE

Prepare a place to debone
and trim meat. It should be clean
and spacious. Unroll freezer
paper across the surface of the
bench or countertop and secure it
with masking tape. Then place
your cutting board on the paper
for a clean work surface.

STEP SIX

The front legs are connected
to the body by a shoulder blade.
They can be easily removed by
starting under the shoulderblade
and cutting through from the
bottom to the top.

Frontshoulders can be used
for stew meat, roasts, or ground
into burger or sausage. Save
larger cuts forroasts, and smaller
chunks and trim material for stew
meat or ground burger. Make a
separate pile for each.

STEP SEVEN

The tenderloins are, as the
name implies, the most tender and
often most coveted part of the
deer. They are smaller cuts
located inside the body cavity,
directly overthe stomach. They
are easily removed by cutting
under the meat next to the bone.
gently pulling on the fillets as you
go. A prime cut, they are great
forthe grill, either whole or cut
intomedallions.

STEP EIGHT
The loins, or backstraps. are
located on the outer surface of
the body cavity, along eachside

ofthe backbone, running fromthe -

shoulderblade to the rump. To
remove, cut from the back leg to
the frontleg along the backbone.
Then cut from the front leg to the
back leg roughly 8 inches from
the middle of the back along the
ribs to the bottom of your last cut.
Carefully work your knife under
the meat to free it from the
carcass.

Loins are also tender cuts and
are good for steaks or roasts. The
backstraps will have atough
membrane on one side that should
be removed before eating.

STEP NINE

There is more meat between
the ribs and along the neck than
you may think. The ribs can be
saved intact for barbecue, and the
neck meat for stew, soup or small
roasts. Generally, though, they
are ground for burger or sausage.
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I. Rack — chops, roasts

2. Breast— ground burger,
spareribs

3. Chuck — roasts

4, Shank — ground burger

5. Neck — ground burger,
stew meat, small roasts
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Suggested Uses

Rt S - N

“CUTTING THE FAT” OUT OF DEER BUTCHERING

6. Flank — ground burger
7. Loin—loin chops

8. Sirlom-
9. Rump — roast

roasts, steaks

0. Round — round steaks.

ground burger

[ 1. Shank— ground burger

TER LMD

The suggested uses at

left are just that — sugges-
tions. Any part of the deer
can be ground for burger,
sausage and sticks. and most
larger cuts can be made into
jerky or steaks. Also, you

may want to cut and leave
the loin (backstrap)and
tenderloin whole.

Taking Precautions
Against Wildife
Diseases

For years, many
hunters split their deer
down the backbone, then
quartered and sectioned
the carcass (i1llustrated by
the letter-to-letter cuts) to

make handling and deboning the
meat simpler.

Due to concerns over wildlife
diseases like chronic wasting
disease, however, cutting through
bone structure, especially the
backbone, is no longer recom-
mended. Hunters should also:

€ wear rubber gloves when

field dressing and deboning.

€ minimize handling
brain and spinal tissue, and
avoid the lymph nodes.

€ Avoid consuming
brain, spinal cord, eyes.
spleen. tonsils and lymph
nodes.

® Thoroughly wash
hands and instruments after
field dressing or deboning.

STEP TEN

Cutalong the pelvis of the
free leg to expose the ball and
socket joint that connects the
pelvistothe hind leg. Separate
the joint with a knife by twisting
the jointand cutting the connec-
tive tissue. Back legs can be cut
Into steaks, roasts or stew meat,
orground into burger or sausage.

There are many methods to

skinand process venison, and
each person has a preferred
method. | have processed my
owndeer for years, copying tips
and tricks from several people
along the way. The easiest way
to learn 1s to watch someone who
has done 1t before, or purchase a
video thatdetails the process.
[fyouskip the locker this
year and opt to go it alone, I hope

these tips will make the task
casierand more enjoyable.

A Jay Winter is a training
officer for the department at
the Springbrook Conservation
Education Center near Guthrie
Center.
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Clear Lake Anglers
Shatter Yellow Bass
Harvest Record

The open water fishing
season 1s drawing to a close
at Clear Lake, capping a
record year for yellow bass
harvest. Anglers harvested
anestimated 227,000 yellow
bass during 2003, shattering
the previous record of
160,000 setin 1995.

“There was never a bad
month to catch yellow bass.”
said Jim Wahl, fisheries

well W ashburm

biologist forthe lowa

1|.

Department of Natural
Resources, stationed at Clear
Lake. “There were so many fish
cleaned at the McIntosh Woods
fish cleaning station that it would
plug up once a week.”

The yellow bass averaged 9
inches in length and catches of
100 fish per day were not uncom-
mon. Wahl said anglers made
numerous trips to the lake over
the summer to catch this tasty,
scrappy panfish.

Wahl and his staff conducted
fish surveys this summerto study
the yellow bass spawn, and he
said the species had a record
hatch this year as well. That, he
said, should continue to provide
good fishing opportunities for
anglers and a good food base for
the predators in the system.
Yellow bass are the primary
forage base for walleyes,
muskies, northern pike and
channel catfish.

owa Conservationist = November/ December 2003

Y ellow bass can be a prob-

lem insmaller lakes, where the
fish can become stunted. less
desirable to anglers and knock the
lake’s fish population out of
balance. Butin a larger system,
like Clear Lake, they can do well.
They do so well, in fact, that high
harvest rates are needed to keep
populations in check.

“Ourwalleye fishing slowed
in July and August and I suspect
that 1s because of the hatch,”
Wahl said. “We need to continue
to have a good harvest of yellow
bass to keep the good growth
rates we 're seeing in these fish,
Without the good harvest, the
chance of stunted fish increases.™

As the lake freezes over and
ice fishing begins, Wahl expects
the yellow bass harvestbonanza
to continue through the winter
and he looks for another good
yearin 2004.

NSERVATION UPDATE

Habitat Check-off
Benefits Wildlife At No
Cost To Landowners

[LLandowners buying grass
and forb seed mixtures this spring
for land enrolled in the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) can
Increase their positive impacton
lowawildlife by enrolling inthe
Habitat Check-off.

The Habitat Check-ofti1s a
partnership between the lowa
Seed Growers Association,
Pheasants Forever (PF) and the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) that shares
credits from seed purchased from
local seed dealers. When a
landowner purchases seed froma
member of the lowa Seed
Growers Association, the dealer

credits 10 percent of the purchase

to a fund shared by the DNR and
PF. The credits are then used to
purchase additional seed for
habitat improvement projects.
“The Habitat Check-off
programisreally a win-win for
upland game and water quality in
the state,” said Angi Bruce,
supervisor for the lowa DNR’s
wildlife bureau in southwest
lowa. “The best part of the
program s, it costs nothing for
landowners to participate. All
they have to do is ask for the
Habitat Check-off form.™
Formore information. visitthe
Private Lands Management link
offthe DNR Wildlife Bureau’s
website at www.iowadnr.com;

wildlife/.
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Daily Nationwide Air Quality Information Available Year-round

lowans now have access to
year-round. daily particulate
pollution levels, notonly for the
state but nationally as well. Des
Moines and 140 other cities are
providing pollution forecasts as
partofan enhanced pollution
reporting effort.

While daily and hourly summer
smog levels have been reported for
several years, similarreal time
monitoring technology now reports
hourly particulate pollution levels.

Particle pollution—made up of
airborne microscopic soot, carbon
and aerosols —is blamed for
15,000 premature deaths annually
and contribute to other serious
nealthcomplications in the United
States. High levels of particle
pollution can affecteveryone, but
those with heart and lung disease,
childrenand the elderly, and active
adults are most at risk of symp-
toms, Particle pollution has been
linked to asthma attacks, chronic
bronchitis, changes in heartrate,
arrhythmia and heart attacks.

Widespread areas of lowa
experienced unhealthy particulate
pollution levels several days last
August,

“Thisisunprecedented envi-
ronmental monitoring data that
allows particularly sensitive
persons to make choices about
outdooractivities based on health
risks,” said Brian Button, DNR air
information specialist. “Ittook
extraordinary efforts from staft at
Polk and Linn County airpollution
control agencies and the Univer-

sity Hygienic Laboratory to
work out technical difficulties
in order for lowa data to be
included in this national effort.”

The monitoring and report-
ing focuses on microscopic
particles of 2.5 microns insize
—orroughly 40 times smaller
than a grain of salt. These
microscopic particles can
bypass respiratory defenses
and become lodged in lung

tissue, interfere with heart rhythms
and decrease lung function.
Daily pollution levels and
forecasts are available on the
Internetat www.epa.gov/airnow
with color maps that show current
particulate pollution levelsusing the
Air Quality Index (AQI). The
information canalso be viewed
from the DNR web page,
www.lowacleanair.com, oron

television on The Weather Channel.

l[owa’s Chronic Wasting
Disease monitoring program
received some much-needed
support in the formota
$10,250 donation from
Whitetails Unlimited. The
money will be used to help
research the disease in the
state

Every lowa chapter
holding a fundraising event
this year contributed to the
cause, according to Tim

Powers. lowa Whitetails

Pictured left to right:
Dale Garner, DNR
CWD coordinator;

Richard Bishop,
chief of the DNR’s

Wildlife Bureau; Jeff

Vonk, DNR Director:;
and Tim Powers,
lowa Whitetails
Unlimited field
director.

Tlowa Whitetails Unlimited Donates $10.250
for Chronic Wasting Disease Research

Unlimited field directorwho also
serves on the governor-appointed
state CWD Task Force. Whiteta-
tIs Unlimited has beenactive in
funding research and educating
the public about CWD.

The lowa DNR began
testing road-killed and hunter-
harvested deer for CWD 1n 2002,
and plans to testan additional
4,000 deer this hunting season.
Despite the extensive testing. no

cases of CWD have been found

in lowa.
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Mercury Discovery
Emphasizes Importance
Of Safe Handling

The discovery this fall of
mercury ina Davenport home
emphasizes the importance of
handling the substance safely.

Exposure to the vapors of
liquid mercury — the type found
inthermometers, tluorescent light
bulbs and some medical equip-
ment— pose serious health risks.
Short-term exposure canresult in
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea,
elevated blood pressure or heart
rate, skinoreye irritation and lung
damage. Long-term exposure can
cause tremors, memory problems
and changes in vision or hearing.
Products containing mercury
should be taken toaregional
household hazardous material
center for proper disposal.

“It doesn’ttake a lot to
exceed limits formercury, even
one thermometer,” said Terry
Jones, environmental specialist
with the DNR field office in
Washington.

Inthe event that hquid
mercury is spilled, evacuate and
secure the spill area. Make sure
shoes and clothing have not been
exposed to the mercury and close
all doors and windows leading to
other rooms. Ventilate the af-
fected roomby opening windows
and doors that open only to the
outside. Call the local health
department or the Statewide
Poison Control Centerat [ -800-
352-2222 forinstructions on safe

cleanup.

[owa Conservationist » November/December 20003
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' ONSERVATION UPDATE

[.ow Water Levels Could Present Problems For Fish

Low water levels in some
lowa lakes and streams could
pose a threat to fish 1f lowa has a
coldand snowy winter.

Farm ponds, some already
heading into winterunder ex-
tremely low water levels., could
alsobe injeopardy. An early
winter could freeze the ponds
solid, and an early snowfall could
possibly cause significant winter
fish kills inmany ofthe ponds.
When ponds freeze ata low level
and snowfall blocks light into the
ponds, preventing photosynthesis,
oxygen for fishis limited.

Streams in lowa were
extremely low well into the fall.
and some smaller rivers were
actually dry. Largerrivers that
had flows throughout the fall will
be holding more fish this winter
as the fish move downstream to
deeper wintering holes inthese
sustained rivers.

[Low conditions also make
streams more susceptible to

pollution. A spill while water
levelsare low 1s potentially
deadlier to aquatic hfe.

Woodland Stewardship
Conferences Offered

Two Woodland Stewardship
Conferences forimber owners

and managers will be held this
Spring.

The first will be held March
|3 in Sinsinawa, Wis., justeastof
Dubuque. The second will be
March 27 in Keokuk. Sessions
will focus on woodland health.
management and enhancement,
however sessions will vary at
each conference.

Registrationis $35 foreach
conference. Registration materi-
alsare available from county
extension offices, DNR district
foresters, extension foresters, Soil
and Water Conservation District
offices and Natural Resource
Conservation Service offices.
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Volunteering Today

For A Better Ilowa Tomorrow

Campground Hosts Donate
Nearly 8,000 Hours in 2003

Lastspring, the conceptofarecognition picnic forcampground
hosts was just an 1dea devised by Department of Natural Resources
Parks and Preserves Bureau Chief Kevin Szcodronski and Volun-
teer Coordinator Diane Ford-Shivvers. By fall. though, the first
annual Campground Host Recognition Picnic was notonly areality,
it was a golden success.

The event came to fruition thanks in large part to the work of
Don Primus, Park Manager of Pine Lake State Park. The picnic
was held in mid-September at the park, backdropped against the
largest southerly stand of native eastern white pine. Presentations
by Szcodronski, former DNR Parks Bureau employee and state
park historian Jim Scheffler,and DNR Deputy Director L1z
Christiansen
echoedthe
history and
acknowledgment
of lowa parks
and their hosts.

From May

through Septem-
ber, a campground host serves as a “live in™ liaison at a state park
orstate forest campground. A host’s primary responsibility 1sto
assistcampers by answering questions and explaining rules. Volun-
teers are familiar with local points of interestand perform light
maintenance work around the campground, such as litter pickup.
sweeping, stocking supplies in restroom facilities and making emer-
gency minor repairs when possible; among various other duties.

Rewards forrecognition are not the end point. The recognition
eventis just part of the process of volunteerism. Along with recruit-
Ing, recognizing a volunteer helps retain their services.

Last yearalone, campground hosts volunteered nearly 8.000
hours of their time. Still, the need is there for more hosts. Currently,
applications for campground hosts are being accepted for
Springbrook, Prairie Rose, Lake McBride, Pine Lake, LLake Anita,
Nine Eagles and Waubonsie state parks.

‘ Tom O ’Neill )
— g — — >

Upcoming NRC
and EPC Meetings

The dates and locations for
the 2004 meetings of the Natu-
ral Resource Commission and
Environmental Protection
Commission of the lowa De-
partment of Natural Resources
will be set in December.

Agendas are set approxi-
mately 10 days priorto the
scheduled meeting date. For
additional information, contact the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources, Wallace State Office
Building, 502 E. 9" St., Des
Moines, lowa 50319-0034.

Visit the DNR website at
www.iowadnr.com foranupdated
list.

November December 2003 o Jowa Conservationist
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T'his may sound like a strange
question, butdo youever feel you
spend more time at your job
explaining what youaren’t rather
than what vou are”?

As strange as that may
sound, bear with me, and you'll
SCC W |‘|}. | ask. Sometimes
people don’texactly understand
what I do, and because of that, |
get questions I can’t answer.
Like...

“Can you tell me 1f the water
table 1s polluted under my prop-
erty?”

“I don’tknow, I'mnota
chemist.”

“My neighborand [ both live
on a private body of water. He
says | can’t fish on the water
past his property line. Is that
true?”

“Idon’tknow, I'mnotan
attorney.”

These same people are
disappointed, and in some cases
astonished, thatl don’thave the
answers, even though [ direct
them to someone who does.

Ofall the questions | get
asked, far and away the two | get

the most of that [ usually can’t

WARDEN’S DIARY

Sometimes You Just Can’t Win

— by Chuck Humeston -

answer1s, “Can you tell me if this
(msertany kind of amimal, fish or
bird)issick, injured orwill itlive?
Can you make 1t better””

“ldon’tknow,'mnota
veteriarian.

Typically, those questions
comncide withapartof my job
thatisn’tmuch fun, and that’s
dealing with wildlife thatis injured
beyondhope. This situation
presented itselfnottoo longago.

A fawn was caughtin a
fence, the caller reported, a
situation thatrarely endsona
happy note. Usually, the deer
suffers one of two fates; either
the impact of the fall breaks
bones, or the deer becomes
entangled in the fence and
thrashes around until itbreaks its
legs, back or both. On rare
occasions, the fence can be cut
and the deer can be released
virtually unharmed, but most times
the outcome 1s not good.

[ arrived at the caller’s home
and was directed to a pen in back
where | found a fawn with a
bandaged leg. “Maybe this will
turn out ok, I thought. But when
the fawn tried to stand up, and
only itstwo front legs worked, |
knew it was in bad shape. It was
pretty obvious the fawn had a
broken back. “This will notturn
out ok.” I thought.

We loaded up the fawn in the

back seat of my squad, and I
calleda licensed wildlife rehabili-
tator. We both agreed 1t was
pretty hopeless, and that the fawn
should be euthanized.

[ turned around and looked in
my back seat. The fawn raised
its head and looked at me. “*Stop
looking atme,” 1 said. Every
time I looked in my rear view
mirror, I saw it looking at me.

When we got to a safe, out-
of-the-way location, [ opened the
door, gathered up the fawn and
put it on the ground. It looked at
me, then simply lowered its head
to the ground as if it knew. It
was over quickly.

Now some may ask why |
couldn’t have taken it some-
where and fixed 1t? That ques-
tion canlead toa long discussion
about a lot of things — 1ssues |
settled inmy ownmind a long
time ago. I've written before
that the wild 1s not a place you
would want to live. [ believe in
letting nature take 1ts course
whenever possible. Thatisn't
alwayspossible, and when it
1sn’t, 1t can be a tough situation to
handle.

One night many years ago |
receirved a call that a deer had
been hit by a car not too far from
where | live, and was still alive. |
was home alone with my young

daughter at the time, so | loaded
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