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FROM THE DIRECTOR

”‘JL'} ‘re called the "lii‘v:; (LI_‘-H

of summer” that period from July
to early September when out
weather 1s often the hottest and
most humid. It’s a challenge even
for those of us most avid of
outdoor enthusiasts to resist the
cool temptation of air conditioning
sometimes

But 1t 1s also a time of excite-
ment and high expectations for
many of us here in the DNR. It's
show time, a fast-paced period
when we get ready to converse
directly with many of lowa's
citizens at tairs and other events
across the state.

Three of the biggest opportu-
nities we have to interact with the
public coming in the span of just a
month starts with the lowa State
Fair, followed by the Farm
Progress Show. Our big month
culminates with the Clay County

Fair in Spencer where we

couldn’t be more pleased about
having established a partnership
with area county conservation

boards last year. The partnership

has resulted in moving a rustic log
cabin to the Clay County Fair-
grounds to serve as a headquarters
for sharing our conservation
messages with the public.

Events like these are }"JL"I'TL‘L.’I
venues for us to share our mes-
sage with citizens, but, more
importantly, to hear from them as
well.

Walk through the front door of
the DNR’s lowa State Fair
butlding this year and you will
quickly get an 1dea of what our top
priority 1s — water quality.

\s you make your way to the
back of our building you'll under-
stand why. It's all about quality of
life.

At the State Fair. we will once
again feature a working watershed
display designed to highhight bad
land practices that affect our
water quality and good land
practices that can be used to protect
and 1improve our soil and water
resources. This display was a big
hit at last year's fair and will have
even more improvements this
yedr.

Working to the back of the
State Fair building — past the
historic fish aquarium. a must-
see tradition for many fairgoers
our Conservation and Recreation
Division will feature outdoor
recreational opportunities in lowa,
the kind of activities that so many
of us enjoy, but often take for
granted. There will also be a
number of stage shows throughout
the tair in our outdoor courtyard
area

['he Farm Progress Show near
Alleman and the Clay County Fair

gIve us opportunities to converse
more directly with landowners abou
the many opportunities to not only
improve the environment, but in
most cases, their farming operations
and bottom line as well.

As director of the DNR, these
events are particularly satisfying
because 1t gives many lowans the
opportunity to witness something |
get to see everyday the dedica-
tion, the knowledge and the profes-
stonalism our people provide to this
State 1n protecting our natural
resources and providing outdoor
recreational opportunities that mean
so much in enhancing our quality of
life

Okay, I have to admit that if there 1s
a downside for our staff to working
at these events, 1t’s having to
answer — maybe deny 1s the better
word — a topic that just never
seems to die.

Yes. we 're talking about
cougars and 1f we had any luck at
all, this would be last time we would
have to address some of the stories
that I'm sure well-meaning citizens
like to throw at us each year.

For the record:

e The DNR does not release

cougars.

e The DNR does not own black

helicopters.

™ The |)N’R LIUCH not release

cougars using black helicopters.

Director’s Message

cont. on page 4




COVER: PELICAN BY LOWELL WASHBURN. A U -‘ 5.) —l-l -l.- (i Y T AL Al .) A
Visit the Pelican Festival at Jester Park, Polk
County, Sept. 12.

IVerse BACK COVER: WHITETAIL BY ROGERA. HILL Featu res

COMING ATTRACTIONS

by Doug Harr
Are lowans overlooking an untapped resource 1n
wildlife tourism?

, these |
fying CHANNEL CATFISH: THE PRIDE OF IOWA
ans the by Mick Klemesrud
othing | The catfish 1s one of lowa’s most revered fish.
dedica: Catfishing veterans tell us why.
7 THE HOUSE FAVORITE |
= Big Muddy s on the Mississippi shares a simple house
'r?t" favorite recipe, Huck’s Finn Catfish.
\door

hat mean

HYBRID HYPE

HITTING ON ALL CYLINDERS

by Brian Button
Bring on the hybrids. With gas prices rising, so are

mlitv of
|l.adl’n Ul

Clay Smith

sales of these economical autos.

Departments | | HARVESTING HISTORY

by Joe Wilkinson
The DNR s seed harvest program collects a little bit of

f there 1S
working

10

bt A o TS lowa heritage to spread on public lands.

Vel THE GOOD OLEDAYS OF TROUT FISHING
- ARE NOW

ul Conservat_ign _ Update | by Lowell Washburn

Juck at Who says the “good ole days™ are gone? Today,

we would anglers have more opportunities than ever to catch a

e Stories W ar d en | S D I ar y wild lowa trout.

CITY OF CORALVILLE
by Jill Cornell

Some impressive things are happening in Coralville,

gasc : 3 T
: enough to earn them a Governor’s Environmental

Excellence Award.
. 1; \L F
bl 1 (") STOP BY FOR A VISIT

| |
o by Kevin Baskins

Summer 1s a good time to “catch up” with the DNR.
: b &l by Lowell Washburn

Biologists are working to solve a mystery. What has
IS happened to the Sweet Marsh massasauga?
p:l_-‘f""
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Director’s Message

cont. from page 2 One of the speakers at the

REAP assembly was Doug Gross
IR who presented a study done by a
There were two things that group known as the Committee of
occurred during July that have 82 which was formed to look at
convinced me that the link improving the economic vitality in
between economic development lowa’s 82 most rural counties.
and natural resources is resonat- One of the key findings is that

INg acCross a broader audience. counties with outdoor recreational

Fast Paced Living
Getting You Down?

Escape to the magical world of
The Natural Gait.

The place smart people go to get
reacquainted with what matters most.

Luxurious Furnished Cabins
Hiking & Horse Trails

Trout & Bass Fishing
Tubing & Canoeing
Wildflowers & Scenic Views

877-776-2208

www.thenaturalgait.com
ntrigait@acegroup.cc

A Hagical Escape

e —

= R&L Marine
- 1875 16th Ave SW
~ Cedar Rapids, 1A
800-843-4818

Lake Icaria

Marina

1730 Juniper Ave
PO Box 341
Corning, IA
641-322-5234

icarmarafrontiernet.net

Owd Lonsctyationist
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amenities have an economic |
advantage over those that don’t (
have such resources. The study d
also points out that the traditional L
agricultural model we’ve been
using of corn and soybeans
actually hurts rural economies,
even with the assistance of federal
farm studies. In fact, Mr. Gross
was highly critical of federal farm
policy, saying the programs have
done more to harm rural econo-
mies than to help them. Mr.
Gross’s presentation was a very
powerful argument for looking at
management of our natural
resources not only from an
environmental standpoint, but from
an economic development stand-
1‘!11”".

We also saw an article about
lakes, including references to the
value of clean water, in the Des
Moines Register on July 18. What
was Intriguing about the story was
not so much that people place a
high value on being able to locate
close to clean water, but that it
was the cover story in the business
section — another strong indicator
that outdoor recreational amenities /
are being viewed more in terms of
economic development potential.
[t's indicative at least some in the
business community are recogniz-
ing that money spent on enhanc-
Ing our natural resources can be
viewed more as an investment for
our state rather than a cost.

;\‘? e Ol |k

Jeffrey R. Vonk 0L
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Lutdoors-
Woman

September 10-12

Springbrook Conservation Education Center
.o Guthrie Center, lowa

w

- g
Becoming an Outdoors-Woman

Is a workshop aimed primarily at women, but is an opportunity
for anyone 18 years or older to learn outdoor skills usually
associated with hunting and fishing, but useful for many
outdoor pursuits. For more information about BOW and the
workshop, visit www.iowadnr.com
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Coming
Attractions

Article by Doug Harr  Photos by Ty Smedes and Doug Harr
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All across the nation. an interesting S0, what exactly is the cause of
phenomenon is taking place. People this seemingly sudden interest in
are turning out in crowds, just for the wildlife observation, and 1s there
pleasure of observing our diverse some way that lowa might benefit
wildhife resources. Some conduct this  from the trend?
activity through the windows of their As America has gradually

homes, observing birds, butterflies and  evolved from a mostly rural to a
other easily attracted creatures. Others  mostly urban/suburban populace,

| enjoy stopping to view wildlife as they  interest in types of outdoor recreation

travel across the state or nation on has changed. According to the U.S.
| vacations and business trips. Stll Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS)
' others spend thousands of dollars on 2001 National Survey of Fishing,
equipment, travel and lodging Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated
annually, in pursuit of a rare bird or a Recreation, traditional outdoor

close-up photo of elk or other

charismatic animals. Bed-and-

| breakfast businesses are thriving in
areas near wildhife refuges or other

good birdwatching sites. Across the

| continent, “birding festivals™ turn out il
thousands of participants for one- to mq
three-day events, and so-called ral
“birding trails™ lure tourists seeking to po
hike, bike or drive mapped routes
depicting good bird viewing W
opportunities. boy

In
| Birders enjoy watching greater shi

prairie chickens (above) from a
DNR viewing platform at the
Kellerton Bird Conservation Area
near Mount Ayr.

{] lowa Conservabonist &  Julv/Aupust 2004




hunting and fishing sports remain
popular, averaging approximately 13
million and 34 million annual
participants respectively. These
numbers are dropping slightly, but
more significantly. the participation
rate as a percentage of total
population has fallen in recent years.
The same national survey reveals
“wildlife observation™ now exceeds
both hunting and fishing combined.
In lowa alone, the 2001 survey
showed more than 1 million
participants (both resident and
nonresident) engaged in wildlife
viewing, while hunting and fishing
totaled about 785,000 participants.

Some might question just what
constitutes wildlife observation, since
many hunters and anglers indicate
they also enjoy watching wildhife
while they pursue their primary
sports. However, the 2001 survey
separates “‘non-harvesting’” activities

-wildlite observation, feeding and
photography — from hunting and
fishing. According to the survey, 66
million people nationwide constituted
this non-harvest group, or roughly 22
percent of our nation’s population.
Add the anglers and hunters who also
participate in watching wildlife, and
the wildlife observation category

grows significantly.

'y Smedes

This and other recent surveys all
indicate a very real trend — wildlife
observation 1s fast becoming one of
America’s most popular outdoor
leisure-time activities. One subset of
wildlife observation alone, birding, or
birdwatching, 1s growing at a
breathtaking pace, with some surveys
showing 1t expanding more rapidly
than golf, the previous record holder.

As our nation continues evolving
to an increasingly urban population,
traditional fish and wildlife harvest
activities will probably represent an
ever-smaller fraction of outdoor
recreation. Wildlife observation, on
the other hand, promises to continue




its current growth trend. That™ s
because residents of cities, suburbs
and towns, ever more removed from
their ancestors™ hunting and fishing
interests or skills, still seek the non-
harvest pleasures wildlife can offer.
Nowadays, the simple opportunity to
observe wildlife in a natural setting i1s
taking the place of sport or
subsistence hunting. Those who grew

up in a time when hunting and fishing

was widely practiced might not care
to admut they are now in the minonity.
Those pursuits are always likely to
have a place in American culture, but
the future of wildlife may reside in the
hands of those who prefer to simply
watch. This growing population base 1s
where the nation 1s finding 1ts future
and lowa has good reason to get on

the bandwagon.

BIRDS BRING BUCKS
Wildhife tourism — also called
nature tourism, ecotourism or green
tourism — 1s opening doors for some
struggling communities. Defined by
travel opportunities for people to viey
and enjoy wildlife (who also spend
money on food, lodging and supplies s
they go), the largest subset of this
growing industry most certainly 1s
birding tourism. As a result, many

B e i e R e S

Great lowa
Wildlife
Viewing

Opportunities

Here 1s a short sampling of some
varied opportunities for watching
wildlife in lowa. Some are specific
sites, other are events at specific

times of the year.

T T e "
K el 2 ‘E' Ay
i ’:"J'-'.?' T

el T
I ;’"‘!l |

Tl | e ST
b f‘*.»';;.;‘t"l.;
5 g

Sy

"_ i ‘o p L Lﬂrﬁ’

1\':; lowa € ior

crvalionist &  Julv/ Aupust 2004

Places

Kellerton Bird Conservation Area
(2 m1. W of Kellerton on lowa Hwy.
Many

species of grassland birds may be

2, 1 m1. S on county road)

viewed vear-round, greater prairie-
chickens on “ booming™ grounds each
March-May (near sunrise and sunset).
[“levated observation platform and
telescope are available for ease of
viewing this ancientand elegant

mating ritual.

Great River Birding Trail (follows
Mississippi Riveralong lowa’s entire
“east coast”) — A driving route has
been mapped by the Audubon
Society’s Upper Mississippi River
Campaign and features great sites for
bird viewing at many locations. (Maps
available from Audubon Society and at

various tourist sites along the river.)

DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge
(6 mi. W of Missour1 Valley on U.S.
30)— The refuge hosts spectacular
SNOW goose concentrations each
Novemberand features other wildlife
viewing all year. It’salsoa good
place for falland spring eagle

watching.

Ledges State Park (4 mi. S of i\

Boone on Co. Hwys. R23 or R27-
ES2)— White-tailed deer are easily
viewed along park roads at dawn and
dusk (drive carefully). Thisis also
one of central lowa’s best locations
for viewing a great variety of forest
birds.

Wapsi River Green Belt (from

lowa Hwy. 93 N of Tripoli to Co.

Hwy. 56 eastof Readlyn)— Sandhill
cranes nest here during summer. 4
Waterfowl and otheraquatic wildhife
viewing is generally excellent from

spring through fall.

Events
Keokuk Bald Eagle Appreciation
Days (Keokuk, 800-383-1219)—

This“granddaddy” of Towabirding

festivals provides great viewing of
winter roosting and feeding bald

cagles below Lock & Dam 19,

usually the third or fourth weekend of |
January. Indoor educational events
and booths at a local mall are part of

the festivities and often feature

programs with live captive eagles.
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states are exploiting Americans’
willingness to travel far and spend
much 1n pursuit of their recreation.
Texas, Arizona, Califormia, Wisconsin,
Minnesota and Virginia are good
examples of states where birding
tourism 1s booming. Birding trails, hield
trip or guide services, equipment supply
retatlers and the hotel/motel industry
(especially bed-and-breakfasts) help

lure birders. Likewise. more local

businesses are finding ways to connect
with this segment of our traveling
population. In some communities.
efforts have been so overwhelmingly
successful that otherwise dying rural
towns are again thriving.

America’s increasingly affluent
lifestyle contributes to this
phenomenon, according to the USFWS
survey. Average birders are middle-
aged, shghtly more likely to be female

and have an average annual
household income between $60.,000
and $100.000. Other surveys. by
private birding organizations, indicate
birders like to travel, prefer finer food
and wine, enjoy historic sites,
frequently buy art or antiques and are
likely to seek out quiet, quality lodging
such as bed-and-breakfasts.
Communities that capitalize on their

area’s birding opportunities have found
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Wings & Wetlands Weekend
(lowa Great Lakes Region, 712-837-
4866, or at www.paccb.org) —a
five-county region hosts numerous
birding field trips to forest, prairie and
marsh lands the second weekend

each May. Special events, kids’

nature hikes and other activities occur

throughoutthe “lowa Great Lakes
Region,” centered in the Spinit Lake
and Spencer vicinity

Saylorville Pelican Festival (Jester
Park, near Granger, 515-323-5300)

Saylorville Lake 1s one of the

Each fall, birders journey to Lansing to view
huge flocks of migrating tundra swans.

Midwest’s most important fall
migration stopovers for American
white pelicans. Usually the second
Sunday of September, thisevent
treats visitors to views of hundreds or
cven thousands of pelicans.
Interpreters assist viewers with
spotting telescopes and binoculars.
while educational booths and special
programs offer information about

pelicans and other birds.

HawkWatch (near Marquette, 563-
873-3491)
at Effigy Mounds National

Held in late September

Monument, Visitors can view
migrating hawks, falcons

and eagles as they follow

the Mississippi Riverbluffs,

riding the rising air currents as they
head southward. Wildlife specialists
count the migrating birds and assist
visitors in hawk identification.
Additional indoor and outdoor
programs offer much more
information about birds of prey.

Lansing Birding Festival (Ric or
Betty Zarwell, 515-538-4991)— The
Mississippi Rivernear Lansing hosts
more than 10,000 magnificent tundra
swans stopping to feed and rest on
migration from Canadato
Chesapeake Bay. Swan watching
and other bird tours are offered, along
withsome “down-home” opportunities
for food and entertainment on the first

weekend of November.




their restaurants, antique and art stores,
museums, historical sites and lodging
facilities realizing increased revenues.
I'hose revenues translate directly into
more jobs, better tax base and increased
local pride, among other benefits. In
short, birds bring bucks to cities and
towns willing to showcase their wildlife
and other natural resources. For
decades. South Dakota has seen similar
results. Businesses have capitalize on
the state’s amazing pheasant numbers
with aggressive advertising and ofters
to far-traveling hunters. Their
successful formula is being replicated
by other states and communities where
good bird watching has similar
prospects for economic health.

There’s hittle doubt wildhife

viewing has a much bigger economic

I[} LOW «
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impact than most people realize. A
recent report from Southwick
Associates, a firm specializing in
examining economic values of wildhife-
based recreation, indicates in Florida.,
the money people spend annually on
watching wildhife 1s double the value of
that state’s annual orange harvest. In
Colorado. annual wildlife viewing
expenditures exceed the value of all
snow ski equipment sales nationwide.
Although lowa may not be i quite the
same league for total wildhife resources
as Florida or Colorado. that doesn''t
mean we don’t have something unique

to offer.

WILDLIFE TOURISM IN IOWA?
When people think about good

wildlife viewing opportunities, lowa

probably 1s not a place that pops to
mind. That’s unfortunate — and
something that needs to be changed
because lowa’s wildlife viewing
opportunities are almost unexcelled.
While much of the state may resemb]
a vast corn and soybean factory, there
are certain places where birds and
other wildlife can be observed more
readily than in many other states. In
part, that’s due to a generally open
landscape, where views of everything
tfrom deer and ducks to prairie
chickens and trumpeter swans can be
seen unhampered by dense forest,
rugged terrain or sprawling cities. It’s
also due to efforts by the DNR. count
conservation boards, U.S. Fish and
Wildlite Service, Army Corps of
Engineers and many private
conservation
organizations managin
limited habitat so J
wildlife concentrates c
these protected sites.
This makes wildlife
observation a relativel
casy task in lowa.

For example,
consider the
concentration of
thousands of migrating
tundra swans on the
Mississippi River near
Lansing each autumn o= §,

Saylorville Lake Is a
major fall stopping
point for the
American white "

pelican. This years = T,

Pelican Festival will
. be held Sept. 12 at 4
2 Jester Park in Polk ;
z County.
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the half-million snow geese seen easily
along the Missouri River in southwest
lowa. Bald eagles gather by the
hundreds in winter foraging roosts near
Keokuk, Dubuque, Davenport,
Burlington, Des Moines and several
other cities, allowing unparalleled
opportunities to observe

America’s national symbol.
s Saylorville
Lake hosts up to 10,000

migrating white pelicans

Central lowa’s

¢ach September. At places
like Ledges State Park near
Boone or Kent Park near
lowa City, white-tailed deer
can be viewed and
photographed in some of the
state’s most natural settings.
A new system of bird
conservation areas, currently
being designated by the
DNR’s wildlife diversity
program, and the Audubon
Society’'s new lowa Important
Bird Areas, will focus state and national
attention on sites or landscapes of
critical importance to birds. Many of
lowa’s individual county conservation
boards have developed premier wildlife
viewing areas and facilities, often
staffed with enthusiastic naturalists to
help visitors identify or interpret what
ational Audubon
Society and some of its many chapters

they are seeing. The N
In lowa have developed maps of birding
trails — routes that can be driven to
connect some of the best birding areas in
various regions of the state.

To date, few lowa communities have
realized the potential gold mine at their
doorsteps, if they would only use nearby
wildlife attractions to lure tourists from
around the nation or world. The

opportunity 1s just waiting for those cities
and individuals bold enough to take the

first steps. To help them along, a national
Watchable Wildlife C
held in Dubuque this October (see

onference will be

sidebar article). This annual conference

mitiated by Watchable Wildlife

nzpmmumm
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The newiy desugnated Union Hills Grassland Bll'd
Conservation Area, south of Clear Lake, is expected
to bring many wildlife observers to the area.

Incorporated, a nonprofit organization,
selected lowa’s portion of the Upper

Mississippi for the conference, because of

the river’s great scenic and wildlife
values. Using Dubuque’s blufflands and
the Mississippi as examples, this
conference will demonstrate to business
leaders, tourism agencies, natural
resource professionals and others, how to
build a strong economic base using
wildlife observation as an important
component. The conference will stress
protecting natural resources while
developing ways communities and the
public might benefit from them.

OFF TO A GOOD START
At least a small number of lowa
communities have jumped on the

wildlife tourism concept and benefits
are accruing. Local birding festivals
have taken off at several locations. and
these are serving to initiate both hosts
and participants into the world of
wildlife tourism.

One of the most popular festivals.
the HawkWatch, celebrates
its 20th anniversary this
September 24-26. Based
near the northeast lowa town
of Marquette, the main event
1s actually held at nearby
Effigy Mounds National
Monument. Assisted by
experienced volunteers with
binoculars and spotting
Scopes, visitors can view the
annual migration of up to 17
varieties of hawks, falcons
and related raptors.
sometimes totaling in the
thousands, soaring above
magnificent autumn scenery.

.....

Preserwng Cammumnzs TTIIOHM
Sustainable Wildlife Tourism

= -—_:_T_] [1 b tque. lowa

October 3-7
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“We usually get about 1,500
[people] or so0.” says Ken Block,
with the National Park Service. He
said the HawkWatch has to compete
with a lot of other recreation in the
area but still does well. Demonstraticis
of hawk banding and wild releases a
featured, along with kids™ activities,
birding hikes, various program
speakers, concessions and evening
music or special festivities. Local
motels, restaurants and shops all
realize additional business during thi
busy weekend.

Several cities now host annual
bald eagle watching events during th
winter months. The oldest, celebrati:2
its 25th annmiversary last January, 1s
Keokuk's Bald Eagle Appreciation
Days, featuring hundreds of eagles
below the Mississippi’s Lock & Dan
19. The event has an annual economn
impact of $150,000 for the town.
Kirk Brandenberger, director of the
Keokuk area tourism bureau. says the
event is becoming more of a tourist
attraction. Visitors come from the
Chicago area. St. Louis, Des Moines
and even Kansas City.

“It’s a good time, 1t’s three week
after Christmas, a lot of people are
using it as a get away,” Brandenberg

says. “The event seems to be getting

stronger and stronger every year.”

Annual attendance at Keokuk's
Bald Eagle Appreciation Days now
exceeds 3,000, with more than 1,000
local students participating in related
school activities, and nearly 2,000

During the winter months,
concentrations of bald eagles in
open water areas create excellen
viewing opportunities for many
communities.




500

visitors. Eagle watching and associated  welcomes 1,500 to 2.000 visitors for its Connie Backus, secretary for the

i programs, displays and special events Eagle Watch Weekend each winter. civic and commerce club and a chair of
<. e have made this weekend the single most  The out-of-towners fill the area motel the eagle watch club, says people have
pee important midwinter contribution to rooms and eat in loc: The come from Nebraska, Wisconsin, the
i te Keokuk’s tourism economy. event lasts two days and this coming Chicago area, Indiana and Ohio.

Stratio| Further up river, Guttenberg year will mark its 10th anniversary. Across the state, DeSoto Bend.
naseS arj along the Missour1 River, hosts 300.000
VILieS to 400,000 migrating snow geese cach
a year which in turn, attracts from 20,000
ening Watchable Wildlife (WW), Inc. has been working to help communities and o neaiv S 0000 visioms cachNOvemBer
Local wildlife prosper for 15 years. Through conferences, publications and on-the- Ths:* newest addition to the more
s all ground projects, WW. Inc. 1s one of the nation’s leading promoters of than 20 annual birding festivals in lowa
rng thi sustainable wildlife viewing programs. These programs help communities may be a prairie chicken day. This past

protectand maintain wildlife habitat. identify and develop accessible viewing April. the neighboring towns of
nnua sitesandassistin building Kellerton and Mt. Ayr, in southern
Juring f Wa tChab le the community support fovon & '
elebratin = necessary to become a came to see the spring “booming™

ol T Wl ldllfe successful nature tourism (mating) rituals of the greater prairie
claton destination. chicken. Featured activities included
cagics INCORPORATED The 2004 Watchable birding tours, a prairie restoration
k & Dam Wildlife Conference willbe project, pancake breakfast and, of

| economi
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held Oct. 5-7 at the Mississippi River Education and Conference Center in
Dubuque, lowa. The Grand River Center is the latest addition to a riverfront
rehabilitation program that includes boardwalks, wetlands and the National
Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium. This project has helped the

course, viewing the fascinating prairie
chickens.
This 1s just the start of what

, says th could bring some economic relief to
touris community reidentify itself by embracing its colortul heartland heritage. wild and struggling lowa communities, while
o tha scenic beauty, and the rich wildlife diversity of the surrounding area. increasing public awareness of our
Moines Communities across the country interested in developing sustainable, low- uundmu; wildlife resources.
impact economic growth while maintaining undeveloped natural areas are Besides helping develop wildlife
eeweckd  considering wildlife viewing activities. This year's conference has been tailored tourism through annual festivals or
olear to help community leaders, wildhife professionals and private business owners events. the [).‘:{1{ hopes to explore
jenbergs better understand the techniques and resources needed to achieve their goals. ways of improving or expanding
o getting Additional information on the 2004 conference can be found at current birding trail maps to include
ved www.watchablewildlife.org historic sites, restaurants, lodging and
okuk other recreational opportunities.
1S 7I0W Port of Dubuque — Making such trip planning resources
an 1,000 Dubuque'sl new Grand available on a wide scale might help
1 related § , River Resort/ 2 lowans find more ways of enjoying
Convention Center and ¢ . - : ;
.00 National Mississippi = their home state, while .ﬂl_m npf:mng
River Miseum — is the i: new tourism doors to visitors from
site for the October = around the nation and the world.
.gie‘* n 2004 Watchable Wildlife & R ~= - e
axcel lent Conference. & Doug Harr is the department s wildlife
many ::u’r diversity program coordinator.




Article and photos by
Mick Klemesrud

The channel catfish has pushed.
pulled and bullied its way to the top of
the class of lowa fish. Its powerful

body and willingness to eatalmost

anything is attractive to anglers. Plus,
lowa rivers are channel catfish
factories, making itavailable across
the state.

Fishing for channel catfishis not
an effortinsophistication, in fact, it’s
quite the opposite, which s part of the
attraction. Anglersdonotneeda
boat orexpensive equipment; it can
be done trom the shore:; and they can
grow quite large. In fact, anglers
probably have a better chance to
catcha 10-pound channel catfish than
a 10-pound walleye. Plus, these tish
fight hard. really hard. Hang around
some experienced anglers and when
the boasting begins, the catfisher will
undoubtedly say he would rather
catcha 20-pound flathead (or
northern, or muskie.or...)thana 10-
pound channel.

“If you look at our part of the
state, catfish s probably the most

I"l va L onservationist & July)/ Aueust 2004
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sought after fish,” said Jim Smith, who

along with his wife, Shelly, opened Big
Creek Outdoor Supply southwest of
Mt. Pleasant. A quick glance around
his store reinforces the point. Nearly
everything in the store fishing related is
for catfish. Big hooks, sinkers,
different types of special worms to
hold the prepared baits, heavy line, big
live baits. . .and onand on.

The Smith’s started Big Creek

Outdoor Supply from scratch and cater

to catfish hunters on their way to the
nearby Skunk River.

Barry and Virginia Versteegh,
from Cedar, know all about big catfish.
They go to Kentucky every year to
fish for massive blue catfish. But their
home court 1s a stretch of the South
Skunk River upstream and down from
Rose Hill, in Mahaska County:.

S0, based onall hisexperience,
what factors should someone consider
when deciding where to fish?
Versteegh said he looks for areas in
the river that are out of the current, or
where a creek enters the river, or
larger snags. In the heat of the
summer, look for the deeper holes, or

around rock jetties orbridge pilings.

Versteegh
uses a number
of different baits,
too. including
bullheads. green
sunfish, leeches,
crawdads, cut
shad, night
crawlers, liveror
a variety of
prepared baits.
Frogs are
popularinsome
circies.

“Shad works
good too, but 1t’s not for the faint of
heart,” said Virginia Versteegh. Shad
1s the first bait they use right after the
Ice goes out. After about amonth, as
the water warms. they switch to the
other baits.

In catfishing circles, the type of bait
used says a lot about the angler.

Smith said he places customers in
one of two categories. If they are
buying stink bait, they are justlooking to
catch fish. Ifthey are buying larger
live bait, like sunfish or creek chubs,
they are looking for larger fish.

Mike Morgan. from Winfield, hasa

The Versteeghs, Virginia (above
left) and Barry (above) are
regulars on the South Skunk
River. “Every day you fish
doesn’t count against your life
expectancy,” says Barry.




cabin on the Skunk River below the
Oakland Mills Dam. He said there are
a lot of ways to fish for channel
catfish.

“I have caught just as many on
worms, stink baitand dead worms,”
Morgansaid. *They call me Snag,
cause 1f 1t’s in there, I'm gonna catch
It.” He also likes to fish areas in the
river that are out of the current.

Back upstream, the Versteeghs
have nestled their tlat-bottom boat just
below a large pile of downed trees.
I'he tackle of choice 1s heavy. They
are using the rods usually reserved for
the blue catfish in Kentucky with 68-
pound braided line. Eachhasa
different type of cheese baitand 1-1/4
ounce walking sinkerstohold it in
place against the current. For most
anglers, though, a heavy actionrod
with at least 10-pound test line and
heavy sinker will do just fine.

“Everyday you fish doesn’t count

against your life expectancy,” Barry

Where are some of the better
places to fish?

Forlakes, Rathbun, Coralville. Storm. North
Twin, Darling, Geode. Big Creek, West Lake
(Osceola), Little River, Prairie Rose, Clearand
Pahojatop the list.

Some of the better rivers include the Des
Moines, Boone, Skunk., North Raccoon, lowa.

Cedar, Mississippi, Little Stoux and Wapsipinicon.

Tackle for channel catfish is heavy, to keep
the bait in place, and strong, to land the fish.
Oh, and since catfish feed by smell, it stinks.

lﬁ lows Contervatioaia & 1




Versteegh said. “Forme, it’s not the

catching, it’s the fishing.”

His rod had a quick tug
downstream. One minute later, a nice
plump 1-1/2 to 2 pound channel catfish
18 1n his net.

“Cardinal rule - you alwayskeep
the first fish—big orsmall,” Virginia
Versteegh said.

The day wasn’ttoo productive, but
the conditions were not good. The
June rains have made fishing difficult
notonly on the South Skunk, butin
many other rivers and lakes. The river
was back 1n 1ts banks, but was still a
perfectchocolate milk colorand
moving quite fast. Throw in a steady
hightrainand cool temperatures and
most people would probably rather be
doing something else.

“Any day 1s a good day on the
nver,” Virginia said.

Mick Klemesrud is an information

specialist for the department in Des

Moines

Are Iowans Ready For

An Official State Fish?

George L. Marzeck Sr., from
Burlington, is probably known more
for his work to get the channel
catfish named the official state fish
of lowa, than his
three decade
career as an
outdoor writeror
his service in the
navy during
WWII. And he is
probably okay
with that.

“It’s grown
to the point
where a lot of
people inthe
state think I'm
the only one who
wants it [as the official state fish],”
he said. “To me, it has become a
matter of principle. I'd like to see
the damn thing getdone in my
lifetime.”

Theissuebeganin 1969, when
The Burlington Hawkeye held a
survey/contest to see what the most
popular fish was in the state. The
survey/contest spread across lowa
through the newspaperassociation.
A panel of judges was convened,
votes were counted and the channel
catfish was declared the runaway
winner. Marzeck and six friends

started the campaign the same year.

“I’'mthe only onestill living,” he
said.

Since the campaign began 35
years ago, Marzeck met with

= ..:I o .' :
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Marzeck's c:han_r:tl caﬁish aﬁ.

politicians, written letters to political
leaders, written articles and granted
(nterviews promoting channel

catfish as the official state fish. He

o

F

has been encouraged by lowa
governors from Hughes through
Vilsack to stick with itand
reassured that it will get done. He
has seen the measure supported by
anumber of statehouse politicians,
but the 1ssue has not moved from its
assigned sub-committee in either
chamber. And after 35 years. he is
gettinga little frustrated.

Marzeck said if lowans want
this to happen., they need to contact
their legislators, and the support
needs to come from all parts of the
state, not just southeast lowa. Until
that happens, he is not too
optimistic,

The lowa DNR has supported
the legislation each time it has been
introduced.

- MK
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Big Muddy’s
Serves Up




A crisp, colorful salad . . . a cold glass of iced tea . . . a

plump. hot baked potato . . . all surrounding the main
attraction—a fresh, deep-fried channel catfish that hardly
fits on the plate. Oh yes, and 1t’s served with a view of
America’s most famousriver.

Life’s simple pleasures. That's what we found at Big
Muddy’s this summer. Dennis Standard, proprietor of the

| 7-year-old Burlington restaurant, shared his recipe forone

of the house favorites —

Huck’s Finn Catfish
According to Standard, the customer 1s

given the choice ofa whole or filleted

&
~ i catfish. The cleaned 12-ounce whole catfish
>€ I i a ‘ /- OI I e (9-ounce fillet) isdipped inanegg wash (a
hittle milk and egg beat together)androlled in

Photos by Clay Smith adry mixture of Golden Dip, flour, saltand
pepper. The fish is immediately deep fried at
375 degrees for 9 minutes (12 minutes for
the fillet). Time varies with the size of the fish.

Youcanboatinordrive to Big Muddy’s Barand Gril|

S e : , [
on the Mississippi, located in the remodeled 1898 Rock |

Island freight house. The restaurantisopen 1l a.m.to 10

p.m., Monday — Saturday and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sunday. ‘
Big Muddy s serves steaks, seafood. pasta, a very popular |

grilled turkey sandwich and of course Huck’s Finn Catfish.

Big Muddy’s Bar and Grill on the Mississippi, |

LA L A
o

e

710 North Front Street, Burlington; phone: 319-753-1699

Dennis Standard (left)

has owned and

operated Big Muddy'’s |
since 1987. |
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ybrid
Hype

Hitting
OnAll

Cylinders

Article and photos by
Brian Button

Bill Lloyd doesn’t make his 90-
mile-round-trip commute on his Gold
Wing anymore — the 40-miles-per-
gallonmotorcycleisagas glutton by
his measure. “I have a car that
averages 60 mpg and 1t has air-
conditioning,” he quips. Lloydisa
proud owner of a Honda Insight gas-
electric hybrid vehicle and wouldn’t
trade it for the world.

['here’sanational and local buzz
abouthybrid vehicles. And both hum
loudly. Sure, the celebrities who own
hybrid vehicles reads like a
Tinseltown invite list— Meryl Streep.
Cameron Diaz, Leonardo DiCaprio,
['ed Danson and a dozen more. And
sure, one hot item hybrid, the Toyota
Prius, was listed as Motor Trend's
Car of the Year and the North
American Car of the Year. And yes.
there are several more vehicles,
including at least three SUVs soonto
debut witha hybrid drivetrain. But
that’s all stuff you read in the papers
and see ontelevision. What counts is
whatpeople are saying locally and
how owners feel about hybrid
vehicles.

“I'loveitand I'd buy anotherin a
heartbeat,” says Lloyd. For the past
three years he’s rolled nearly 71,000
miles without trouble. Lloyd
commutes 45 miles one way from
Guthrie Center to Urbandale on the

metro’s west side. Despite the daily

.
Rankin

Mermy

slog of acommute, he averages 60
mpg n hisred, 5S-speed manual
hatchback. His bestdriving? “I got
73.3 mpg pulling out all the tricks to
improve mileage,” he says, standing |
the glass atrium of his office, the
sleek Insight visible and parked
outside.

Formerly, he drovea Chevy S-11
pickup truck with 4-wheel drive. “I
just gotdisgusted with the mileage

one day,” he says. Lloyd decided to

Local dealers are having a hard
time keeping up with the demand
for new hybrids. One Des Moines
Toyota dealership has more than
35 backlogged orders. Nationally,
Toyota has more than 20,000
unfilled orders.
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do something. “lusedto spend
$15 every other day on gas, now
| spend about $15 a week, ™ a
nice benefit with gas prices
hovering near $2 a gallon.

His gas-stingy hybrid takes
baby sips froma 10-gallon tank.
He drove it to Colorado and
homeandaveraged 55.5 mpg.
(You may need to read that
again. That wasn taverage
speed. but fuel use!) The super-
sleek vehicle slices the air. "It’s
so aerodynamic that wind doesn’'t
affectitlikeregular vehicles,” he
says.

Hybrids use electric motors
to augment the gasoline engine
when extra power 1s needed; the
battery self-charges when
braking or coasting to a stop.
Youdon'tplugthemin. They
drive without any detectable
differences. they look like other
vehicles. They don’tcosta
fortune; they don’t make
sacrifices. That's what the buzz
1sabout and why manutfacturers
can’'tmeet demand.

To date. a Des Moines

dealershipis backlogged 36 orders for

the Prius— Toyota has 20,000

unfulfilled orders nationally. “Everybody
loves them,” says Joe Huber a sales rep

atthe Toyota dealership. “A guy witha

2004 Prius came 1n last wee

ordered another.”

[ his summer Ford will offer the
best-selling small SUV, the Escape. ina
hybrid model. “The response has been
huge.” says Jim Bintner with ametro
dealership, who adds Ford is already

increasing production because they

won’'t meet demand.

< and

e
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Bill Lloyd,
above, loves
his Honda
Insight, a gas-
electric hybrid
thataverages
60 miles-per-
gallon. The
DNR
continuesto
add a variety
of hybrids to
its fleet.
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What about buying aused hybrid?
S l.ln} d I'L‘;td} to sell or trade in? 1’1l
run it till itdrops! I want to see how
far 1t can go,” he says.

Although his Insight hybnd, the
undisputed king of ultra-high fuel
economy, 1s a two-seater, he 1s
unfazed. “It’s justme riding 99.9
percent of the time,” he says, “so that
1sn'ta factor.”

While the commuter guru
Insight's two seats may be a
drawback as a family vehicle, other
choices are available. A seven-
passenger oyota Highlander hybnd
debuts in February. The popular Ford
Escape seats five, the Honda Civic
has a hybrid option, and Lexus will
unveilaluxury hybrid SUV, too.
Evermore choices are on the way.

What about power and towing?
February'srelease of the Toyota
Highlander4-wheel drive delivers 275
horsepower and tows 3,500 pounds.
“Ei1ght people are on the histalready to
buy, says Huber at the Des Moines
dealership. And the Escape can tow
1,000 pounds, enough fora
motorcycle or jet ski.

While Lloyd continues to praise
his hybrid, aman sitting in the office
lobby chimes in, I looked ata Toyota
Prius last week.” When strangers
interrupt to share hybrid vehicle
experiences, you know the buzzis
real. He 1s Larry Taylor of Urbandale.
who faces a new commute-heavy job.
While on a test drive, he said his 6-
foot, 4-inch brother-in-law fit
comfortably in the Prius backseat, a
car so spacious 1ts classitied as mid-
size sedan with seating for five.

[aylor frequently drivesto

Minneapolisto seerelatives. There, at

19
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arecent wedding, a friend (who owns
a Prius and averages 50 mpg)
inspired himto think abouta hybrid.
Currently Taylordrivesa Subaru
Outback and a sporty Saab
convertible. I can’ttrade the
convertible,” he says, whose look

made 1t clear the vehicle was too

much fun, especially since the top

was down on a sunny 80 degree day
Now, hisall-wheel drive Subaru

that loves to wolf down fuel is the

target. “If | really mind my [driving]

manners, | can get 24 mpg,” he says.

noting the caris usually far less

efficient. And when driving in states

P e l
Bank, Don’t Tank
Your Dollars

No matter what vehicle youdrive
there are many tricks to up mileage,
save fuel and keep dollars in your
bank from going in your tank.

Y ou can cut fuel costs, reduce
harmful emissions and improve resale
value while getting better engine
performance with these simple,
money saving tips. Here’s how.
Racing to a Standstill

Drive smart. Don’t accelerate to
stop lights and stop signs, instead
coastto gradually slow down. By
anticipating when the light may
change to green, you may not have to

stop atall to maintain momentum,

save brake wear and cut fuel usage.

Jackrabbit Starts

Fast, *jackrabbit™ starts are
tough on vehicles and waste fuel.
Accelerate smoothly and evenly for
fuel savings and less mechanical
wear.
Running to Nowhere

[dling engines getzeromiles per
gallon. Turn off vehicles when not
moving —even diesel engines donot
need to be idled.
Relax

Driving a few extramiles over
the limit doesn’t get you there that
much faster. Enjoy the ride, save fue
and travel at a reasonable speed.
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with higher speed limits, *I can watch
it suck gas on the fuel gauge.” he
SaYSs.

He hasn’t yet decided which
hybrid model to buy, butany isan
improvement when youhavea
whirlpool in the gas tank. Based on

§1.85-per-gallon gasoline prices,

drivers who cruise 15,000 miles per

yearina 16 mpg gas guzzler can save

nearly $6.000 over five years with a
hybrid vehicle and nearly $12.0001n
fuel costs over 10 years.

Eventhe DNR 1s taking
advantage of the vehicles, with

several inthe fleet, including a200 ]

Check the Glove Compartment

Openthe glove compartment and
read the owner’s manual! Following
recommended maintenance helps
prevent malfunctioning parts before
they cause noticeable problems or
serious and expensive damage. Some
parts need routine checks, others
such as filters and fluids, need routine
replacement. [f youdon’tkeep
service records, start now.
Inflation is a Good Thing

Keeping tires properly inflated
can add an extra two miles to your
efficiency. Plusitextends tire life.
Nexttime you “fill ‘erup,” remember
your tires t0o.
Huffand Puff

Dirty air filters are acommon
problem, despite the paltry cost ($5)
and a quick do-it-yourself)ob.
Besides protecting yourengine,
replacing a dirty filter can improve
mileage by 10 percent. Dirty, clogged
air filters choke airflow to starve
combustion and emit smoke youmay
noteven see. This unburned fuel and
extraemissions notonly harms the
environment and isunhealthy, itcan
damage valves and cylinders to steal
even more power and fuel efficiency.
Regularly replace air filters following
the owner's manual and more often if
youdrive in dusty conditions.

The Big Engine that Couldn’t

Paying forabig, powerful engine
only to sacrifice horsepower and
waste fuel is foolish! Getroutine
tune-ups for peak performance and
fuel savings. Ensure fuel injectors are
checked forefficiency-robbing
deposits that increase emissions and
make the vehicle harder to start and
drive. Tune-ups pay forthemselvesin
fuel savings and averted engine wear.
Oxygen Sniffing: An Exhaustive
Effort

[gnoring your oxygen sensoris an
economic double-whammy. The
sensor checks oxygen levelsin the
exhaust, then onboard computers
adjustthe fuel mix—Ileaneror
richer—in the combustion chamber
for peak, efficient performance. As
sensors wear, engines can burn
excess fuel at your cost.
Repairing a faulty
sensorcanup mileage
by 40 percent! Second,
extraemissions work
the expensive catalytic
converterto death.
Avoidthisby changing
the oxygen sensor
following the owner’s
manual rather than
waiting forthe “check
engine’” warning light.

—~ BB

Toyota Prius andanew Honda Civic
Hybrid that can cruise 650 miles on a
13-gallon gastank. Another Civicison
the way.

There are other perks too,
including a federal income tax
advantage of'$1,500 fora hybrid
purchase. Some in Congress are
considering increasing the tax benefit
toreduce U.S. dependence on foreign
oil, keep billions inthe U.S economy,
and help clean the air. (The vehicles
are the cleanest on the road. Since
every gallon of fuel burned releases
about 20 pounds of climate altering
carbon dioxide, increasing fuel
economy from 20 to just 25 mpg
prevents 15 tons of the greenhouse gas
from being released over the life of the
vehicle. Thus hybrids could have an
impact on reducing emissions. )

“The American public isready for
hybrids,” says Taylor, “If you can get
something for $ 18,000 to $24.,000 that
looks nice, 1s comfortable and that gets

40 or 50 miles per gallon — why not?”

Brian Button is an air quality

information specialist for the

department in Des Moines




Harvesting History

Article by Joe Wilkinson
Photos by Clay Smith

Moving slowly through the muggy
August heat, the combine strips seed
from stem. Most of the plant remains

I‘I.H‘IIL‘(J il‘l l]lL‘ ﬁL‘ILl, Su‘L‘li ;'ll'ld L‘h;if‘fl'H”

through to the hopper as the specially
fitted harvesterrolls through the field.
When full, the hopper is unloaded into
amobile drying station; basically a
trailer-mounted generator and fan
blowing through abox. The seed
dries in minutes: ready to be de-
bearded. screened and stored for the
winter.

Just another day at the office for
the prairie seed harvest team. That
“office” might be onastate wildlife
area, as employees harvest a mix of
big bluestem and Indiangrass froma
restored prairie. It could be on a
prison farm, as inmates hoe between
well-maintained rows of partridge
pea, mountamn mintand compass
plants.

Inanother setting, volunteers fan
across the countryside, locating
remnant prairie plots in field corners
orold cemeteries, harvesting seed by
hand. The surplus goes to one of the
state’s largest restored prairies. That
volunteer help, extra attention from
landowners, conservation agencies,

even corrections inmates has yielded

thousands of acres of native grasses,
dotted with a pallet of colorful
wildflowers, taking rootin 2 | st-
Century lowa.

There was a time when it didn’t




take any work to grow a prairie. It
just happened. As Europeans began
trickling into the lowa Territory in the
|830s, they were engulfed by 30
millionacres of prairie grasses and
forbs (flowers). Through the second
halfofthe 19th century, that trickle
grew to a flood as our ancestors
literally plowed through the prairie

Spiderwort

landscape to set up a new life on the
frontier. The same soil that supported
these vast seas of grass and teeming
wildlife also grew bumpercropsto
teed a hungry world — and still does.
Inthe 21* Century, their
descendants now try to turn back the

clock. restoring small swatches of

lowa’s native fabric and the wildlife
and conservation benefits they offer.
Students fan out across prairie
remnants, sometimes evenroadside
ditches, to collect seed. Commercial
enterprises have established a prairie
seed foothold to help fuel the push.
Efforts like the lowa Department of
Natural Resources’ prairie seed
harvest program fill in the gaps.

planting seed and seedlings harvested

frompublic land on still more public

areas.

The major component is seed
from the prairie grasses that fill those
restored prairies. Warm-weather
grasses like big bluestem, little
bluestem, Indiangrass and side oats
gramma are staples for the harvest
team. Canada wild rye does well in
coolerperiods. Prairie cordgrass
takes to moist soils. Last year, the
team harvested more than 20,000
pounds of pure, live seed from the six
species. That became this year’s
seed stock, helping to restore or
maintain hundreds of acres of prairie
habatat.

And while the grasses supply the
overwhelming majority of seed, the
forbs provide the variety. “We want

to get different species out there,”

explains DNR wildlife biologist Bill
Johnson, who heads the prairie seed
harvestteam. “The flowering plants
attract a wide variety of insects.
That fills a niche 1n the food web.
The more diverse the planting, the
more diverse the wildlife we see.”

Filling thatniche, though, is labor
intensive. “We're busy fromearly
spring through the end of October,
establishing stands and harvesting
seed. We grow about 50 species.”
says Johnson. Early in the season, it
means collecting June grass and
prairie spiderwort. By September,
the pale purple coneflower comes
on. Even in late October, blue aster
keeps collectors busy. Inbetween,
there 1s constant weeding to keep
out exotic species that could choke
the life out of the prairie stand.
Don’tsay “thistle” to a prairie
enthusiastand expecta smile.

“Last year we collected 900
pounds of wildflowerseed.” explains
Johnson. That mightnotsound like
much in lowa, where a 200-bushel
farm wagon can easily hold a ton of
corn. Butit carries no $2-a-bushel
price tag, either. “The black-eyed
Susan seed goes for $30 a pound.
[t"ll goall the way upto $1.,000a
pound for something like heath
aster,” says Johnson. Just a couple

years ago, the team’s harvest yield

was only 100 pounds. The seed

Bill Johnson (far left), head of the
DNR’s prairie seed harvest
program, hand collects seed from
plant beds at the Dallas County
Home farm near Adel (left and
page 26).




harvestiscritical, since tight state
budgets leave little room, ifany, for
buying seed to help restore prairies o
public land. Now, with stands
established. the team beginsto see a
payotf.

[t1s notjust the plant community.
but the whole environment that
benefits. Various insect-attracting
blooms inastand of bluestem provid
high-protein food to young pheasants
and a host of other grassland birds.
They, in turn, keep the next link of th
food chain full. The deep prairie root
hold soil inplace, greatly reducing
erosion. Farm conservation program
encourage native species to be plante
when fields are taken out of
production. Birdwatchers, hikers,
hunters and other outdoor
recreationists benetit, too.

Atthe Ingham-High Wildlife Unit
in northern lowa, about 170 acres of
prairie have been restored. “We are
still inourinfancy,” acknowledges
wildlite biologist Ron Howing. “But
we do things now like matching soil
types with seed, mixing seed that will
grow best in an area. Some sites here
have no tall grasses. Instead, we
might go with side oats gramma or
little bluestem. We are trying to mirro
the original prairies, not justscatter
seed.”

With lowa’s mixed bag of soil
types, weatherand growing seasons,
these prairie plants are raised close to
home. Atthe North Central
Correctional Facility in Rockwell City.
species suited tonorthern lowa’s
colder, drier clime are the specialty.

Central-zone plants are raised at

Brushy Creek State Recreation Area
in Webster County and at the Dallas
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County Home farm near Adel. Near
Montrose in Lee County, southern eco-
zone seedlings from the Oakdale
Medical and Classification Centerin
Johnson County are grown at the lowa
State Penitentiary Prison Farm Three.

“They are genetically adapted to
thrive inthe soilsand chimate of the
different zones,” says Johnson. “The
tall coreopsis, for instance, grows as far
north as southern lowa. We don’t want
to introduce itin northern lowa. Over
the long term, it will not do well. There
IS a reason it doesn’t grow there.”
Johnson says even plants of the same
species have adapted to their zone’s
longer or shorter growing seasons, to
early or laterblooming periods.

Separating those different forbs s
labor intensive at the harvestend, as
well as at germination. That1s where
the “corrections connection’ 1s
imvaluable. Anywhere from 10to 30
inmates from Rockwell City are
involved, depending on the season. A
100-by-200-foot pole building has
become a greenhouse. as the prairie
seed harvest effort takes root. “We sort
the seeds here, store them, germinate
them and transplant them,” explains
Rockwell City warden Jim McKinney.
Inmates maintain the outdoor forb beds
onareclaimed landfill area on prison
grounds. Whenneeded, inmates are
sent to Brushy Creek Recreation Area
to work on prairie beds there. “We have
year-round service and flexibility,”
emphasizes McKinney. “*We would
love to expand. It1s amazing to think of
what could be accomplished.”

The prairie seed effort 1s just one
component of the greenhouse program
at Oakdale, which also grows

hydroponic tomatoes and flowers. “An

Educational
Opportunities

Classes from West Delaware

Middle School in Manchester
take their learning outside each
fall, culminating their science
class prairie unit by harvesting
seed In local remnants or
restored prairie plantings.
Students might be assigned
specific plants to harvest. Some
learn to recognize the spikes on
the compass plant for instance,
or the lemony smell left on their
hands as they break off yellow
coneflower heads. The seed
collected is in turn used in small
local prairie restoration projects.
In one collection area,
teacher John Zietlow sweeps his
arm over the adjacent crop
fields, showing the students how
the land drops into the two-acre
lowland, too wet to plow.

Lowell Washburn

“They have to know about

their roots,” says Zietlow. “It's

important that they know the
prairie is why they’re probably
here. Their ancestors came
because of the rich farmland,
because of that prairie. There is
a little bit of history — of
appreciation for the native
vegetation.”




Program Grows Responsibility, Too

lowa’s Prairie Seed Harvest Program has helped blanket hundreds of

acres with restored prairie in the last four years. With lowa’s corrections

system playing amajorrole, it also has a human benefit. Inmates tackle a

variety of roles, from pulling weeds to tracking germination dataona
computer. Crews from Rockwell City to Oakdale to Montrose learn on the

job. “We tell them they have a job and to be on time,” stresses warden Jim

McKinney, from the North Central Correctional Facility at Rockwell City.

“They are developing basic life skills. They can’tquitand walk away. We

have seen a lot of guys really build better attitudes. And they see the

benefit of what they did at harvest time. We have developed more than 200

Master Gardeners.” Atthe Medical and Classification Center at Oakdale.

greenhouse manager Larry Gilds sees the same thing,

[t gives them a

sense of pride, of giving something back to the community.™

inmate arranges forall the materials,
preparing the seed, refrigerating it
until needed, as well as the
germination itseltand transplanting
seedlings,” explains greenhouse
manager Larry Gilds, at the state
Medical and Classification Facility at
Oakdale. “He has to track the
number of plants, the zone they come
from and enter 1t all on a database.”
The Oakdale seedlings are shipped to
the Montrose prison farm for further
development. Because of the prison
labor advantage, the state has an
agreementwith private seed supphers

that the plants will only be used on

lowa Prairie Network

Join the IPN, only $10/year!
Wrnite IPN, PO Box 572, Nevada, |IA 50201
Or see www.iowaprairienelwork.org

public areas

And the conversion from corn and
beans to coneflowers and bluestem
involves legions of volunteers, too.
“We have seed team leaders
volunteers — who line up theirown
work schedule,” says Pauline
Drobney, biologist at the Neal Smith
National Wildlife Refuge near Prairie
City. About half the refuge s 5.600
acres has been planted to prairie.
T'he volunteers are the backbone of
that restoration. “Most started
knowing little or nothing about
prairies. Now, they know when
certain species are ready to harvest
and get word out to volunteers. They
harvest it and sort 1t on their own free
time and bring it in for us.™

From that point, other volunteers
help sow the seed, at locations
designated by refuge staff. Special
care 1s taken to spread seed on the
soll type best suited forit. “For high
quality ecological restoration, we have
to continue introducing species. Some
native prairies have up to 300

species,” says Drobney. “Our

Pale purple coneflower

volunteers have found some rare
species —yellow false foxglove, for
instance. ~ One couple is assembling
a photo journal to show landowners
and new volunteers.

Modern prairie restoration effort 1,
stillevolving. Inthe 1970s, much of
lowa’s prairie restoration meant
sowing switchgrass and watching it
grow. Itprovided excellent early
cover, crowding out invader species
with its dense growth. “It lacked
diversity, though, " recalls Howing.
“Now, 1t has evolved to where we car
put better habitat out there. In a stand
with big bluestem forinstance, wildlife
canmove better, yet maintain
overhead cover. The forbs attract
insects the wildlite feed on. We woul:
like to see 30 to 50 species in a prairie
stand. We are succeeding at that.™

Better prairies. Better wildlife
habitat. And a better chance to
recreate a small piece of that rolling
sea of grass — and wildtflowers — that
ereeted our ancestors.

Joe Wilkinson is an information

specialist for the department in
lowa City
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You've heard the claims. Some entire picture, it makes perfect remain a vital component of lowa ‘

company advertising a line of products  sense.” trout fishing, today’s program has
that, they say, offers “something for Twenty-five years ago. angler broadened to include opportunities to
everyone.” Rarely are the claims success was totally dependent on pursue genuine stream-reared wild

true. So much so. 1n

rare
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Having said that, I'll

“ make some claims of

o my own. If you're an
JUCHUS ) )
e lowa angler who has an
o interest in trout, N R
nngit | | R A
- | LIy y a .-._11 1 M o e LT =
l coldwater trout streams. ‘\55: ' 3ty ':i*_..{_i_,;,‘f_,x, 3
arly . £
x and. of course, trout i
Species iy '
Ty fishing, the DNR 1s
:hf_‘l“ [ .
currently providing a
win ; 5

variety of programs that

truly does offer

stan
l llk something for everyone.
[T Perhaps no one 1s
] v a more passionate, or
ri,,l:amd better versed, on the

. h:rpu' of lowa rout ;lmi
+ anrarie
|11]1["]‘“

trout fishing than

that.” fo o
- fisheries management
e biologist, Bill Kalishek.
Bis | “I like to think that the ‘Good Old ~ weekly stockings of hatchery-reared. trout, trophy fishing along catch-and- |
tl" Days’ of [owa trout fishing are not put-and-take fish. As recently as the release stretches of blue-ribbon grade
s =1 something that happened in the past, 1980s, only about a half-dozen of the streams, land acquisition, in-stream
but rather 1s occurring right now,” state’s 105 coldwater trout streams habitat improvements, watershed
= says Kalishek. enjoyed an appreciable level of protection, and stockings of high
i “That may seem puzzling to some  natural reproduction. quality put-and-grow fingerlings. |

people, but once you take a look at the Although put-and-take stockings “It’s really exciting to see how




much our program has improved and
expanded during recent years,” said
Kalishek. “One of the most exciting
things for me has been to see how
private landowners and conservation
groups have become increasingly
involved in habitat improvement. We
now have three [rout Unlimited
chapters in the state (Des Moines.
Cedar Rapids, Decorah) and all three
groups are very active in habitat work

Most trout anglers are aware of
our trout stream acquisition programs.
But I think many anglers are
somewhat less informed about our
private lands work which is also having
a very positive impact on lowa trout
fishing.” (See “One Man’s Effort™ at
right.)

“In addition to the Trout Unlimited
chapters, we’re also partnering with
groups like NRCS and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service to stabilize stream
banks, build quality bank hides and
make watershed
improvements in the
uplands. Some habitat
projects have been as
simple as adding large
boulders to a portion of
stream. Other
improvements have been
more complicated. The
common denominator 1s
that once a farmer sees a
completed project, he
Word

spreads. neighbors visit

gets excited

the stream and pretty
soon you have more
people asking how to
make improvements on
their land.”™ Kalishek

added.

30 .

One Man’s
Effort

by Kevin Baskins

Michael Osterholm’s plan is
straightforward, but he knows that
he’s going to have to take a crooked
approach to achieve his goal.

[n an agricultural-driven world
that has long placed an emphasis on
straightening streams to improve
drainage., Osterholm wants to turn
back the clock to a time when the
spring-fed creek on his property

charted its own course across a lush
and picturesque landscape.
Osterholm’s dream 1s to once
again see the native brook trout
thriving on the 98-acre property in
Allamakee County, close to where he

Osterholm’s meandering stream

grew up in Waukon.

To realize his dream, Osterholm
restoring his property to its native, tal
grass prairie/oak savanna habitat and
means re-meandering a stream that
has long since been straightened for
human convenience.

“The problem we have is that we
have become too short-sighted in only
valuing land based on its agricultural
potential, when there are people who
would pay much more an acre to have
property like this — the way it once
was. The land like mine that is best
suited for recreational purposes is
usually the most marginal from an
agricultural standpoint. Restoring the
marginal land to its original state is a

win-win for the landowner and for the

environment.” said Osterholm.

“We are sitting on a crown jewel
1N northeast lowa and people don’t
even realize it. Trout fishermen talk
about fishing
the Madison
River
(Montana)
which has
4.000 to 4,50(
trout per mile
Waterloo
Creek here is
one-tenth to
one-twentieth
the width of
the Madison
River and
also has 4.000
to 4,500 fish
per mile.

" People just
don’t realize
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the potential we have in this region and
the rich aquatic resources that are
here,” said Osterholm

Osterholm’s property includes a
| 400-foot long, unnamed stream
originating at the spring as well as the
confluence of Waterloo Creek and
Duck Creek, two
well-known trout
streams. By
looking at aerial
photos from the
1940s, Osterholm
was able to see
the faint outline
of the original

Osterholm (top) hopes to stock
his stream with South Pine brook
trout fingerlings.

path in which water flowed from the
spring to Duck Creek and now he
wants to restore the original waterway,

long ago channeled for agriculture.

The plan is to eventually stock the
re-constructed stream with the South
Pine Creek brook trout, a species native
to northeast Iowa and genetically
proven to be a wild. The conditions of
the stream running from the spring to
Duck Creek are nearly identical to the

conditions of South Pine Creek, making

Osterholm optimistic of a successful
brook trout restoration on his property.

He plans to name the reconstructed
stream Brook Creek.

Although native to northeastern
lowa, brook trout do not do well 1n
water with fluctuating temperatures
and turbid conditions.

“Even though I haven’t owned the
property all that long, we’ve had some
extremely wet conditions and some
extremely dry and the spring has
never varied in its output, it’s always
been 1 cubic feet a second, about as
steady as it goes,” said Osterholm.

So with a steady, reliable source
of water. Osterholm knows that the
key to success will be to improve the
landscape to establish a clean water
environment that will allow brook trout
to thrive.

Osterholm is the director of the
Center for Infectious Disease
Research and Policy at the Unmiversity
of Minnesota and is a leading expert
on issues relating to bioterrorism and
public health preparedness. He serves
as an advisor to U,S. Secretary of
Health and Human Services Tommy
Thompson.

He brings the same scientific
approach and attention to detail to his
project in Allamakee County as he has
to his professional career. Before
even starting the project, Osterholm
made sure a number of environmental
tests and surveys were completed so
the results of each change can be
documented.

“I wanted to make sure we clearly
established a baseline of where we
started. [ want to be able to document
what we’ve done. | want this project
to be almost a laboratory setting in
terms of documenting what has been

accomplished after all the
improvement have been made,” said
Osterholm.

But for Osterholm, this is also an
experiment in economic impact,
adding that the potential of building
vacation homes in northeast lowa 1s
attracting the attention of people in
Chicago. the Twin Cities and
Madison, Wis. His thesis 1s bolstered
by a recent lowa State University
study that shows rural counties with
outdoor recreational amenities
perform better economically than
those relying more heavily on just
agriculture.

“This doesn’t have to be fly-over
land. More people are going to
discover it and want to enhance it.
What we learn and document from
this project will save others time and
money,” Osterholm said.

The project recently received a
$10,000 grant from Trout Unlimited’s
Embrace a Stream program ranking
fourth out of 54 applications across
the nation. Osterholm has also
enlisted assistance from the Natural
Resource Conservation Service,
Allamakee County Conservation
Board, Luther College, the DNR and
others.

Osterholm 1s going “above and
beyond what I've ever seen any
landowner do,” said Bill Kalishek,
fisheries management biologist for the
DNR who has been assisting with the
project.

“It’s very rare that we ever have
to follow a landowner rather than lead
them and in this case, we're having to
run awfully fast just to follow,”
Kalishek said.




lowa's picturesque
Waterloo Creek now
produces wild self-
sustaining populations
of brown trout.

[t 1S these sorts of
habitat improvement
projects that have allowed
lowa’s trout program to
expand. Today, in addition
to put-and-take, anglers are
presented with opportunities
to fish for put-and-grow
trout, tish quahty stretches
of artificials-only (no-kill)
streams, or match wits with
totally wild, naturally
produced trout.

As water quality and habaitat

conditions have improved, the number

of streams producing wild trout have

Jumped from six to 30. The
opportunity for anglers to match their
skills against naturally spawned,
totally wild populations of brown trout
Is now available at 26 lowa streams.
Four streams harbor self-sustaining
populations of brook trout. All told.

wild trout currently inhabit 60 1/2

miles of lowa’s coldwater streams.
and the "*Good Old Days’ just keep
getting better.

“One of the new things we're
doing 1s going to the stream and
collecting wild adult browns and then
bringing them into the hatchery system
as brood fish. Eggs from these fish
are hatched. raised and then stocked
as two-inch fingerlings. What we’ve

found 1s that the offspring of these wild
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trout survive up to four times better
than fingerlings raised from captive
brood stock,” said Kalishek.

“Right now, we’re annually
stocking between 125.000 and
150,000 two-inch brown trout
fingerlings. Our goal 1s to eventually
have all of these fish come from
totally wild parents. We’re not there
vet, but 1t’s coming.™

According to the results of an
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ongoing angler survey, changes in
lowa’s trout program has also
created some interesting changes in
public attitudes and behavior. In
1991, for example, 60 percent of
anglers interviewed fished with bait,

33 percent used artificals (spinners).

and 7 percent used flies. When
asked the same questions in 2001, the
number of trout-fishing enthusiasts

using bait had dropped to 43 percent.

Those using spinners remained about
the same (31 percent), while the
number of anglers using flies
increased nearly four-fold to 26
percent.

In 1996, 11 percent of the anglers
interviewed said they released all of
the trout they caught. In 2001, just
five years later, the number of people
who released all their fish had soared

to 27 percent.

Stream research and habitat
improvement have paid off. Wild
populations of trout can now be
found in 30 of lowa’s coldwater
streams — 60-1/2 miles total.

In 1975, back when lowa trout
fishing was still mostly a put-and-take
proposition, the survey found that 74
percent of the state’s trout stamp
purchasers were “very satisfied” with
the current program. By any
measure, that represents a
phenomenal level of popularity
regarding a government activity.
Even more incredible is that by 2001,
the number of “very satisfied™
respondents had leaped to 95 percent.

“To have almost everyone say
they are very satisfied with our trout
program 1s extremely gratifying,”
says Kalishek.

"I think that satisfaction simply
reflects the tremendous diversity of
our program. The behavior of our
fishermen is clearly changing because
our streams and opportunities have
changed. lowa trout fishing is just
one of those things that truely does

offer something for everyone.”




0
K.ach

Theilr

Wil

A Visit With
Some lowa
Trout Anglers

Article and photos by
[Lowell Washburn

_} laowa Condservationist ] Fuly/ Auoust - 2004

Levi Ackart
fishes for trout
nearly every
single day.
Although he
doesn’t
necessarily catch
his lmit every
day, he does
manage to land
more than enough
to keep him
happy.

“As arule. |
catch at least
some trout every
day,” says
Ackart. I put
most of them
back, but every
now and then I'll

Levi Ackart

keep a few. Some days I just enjoy
walking and looking at the stream.

[t's good exercise.”

For Robin Andera. lowa trout
fishing 1s a year round sport. During
the warm-weather season., this
Spillville resident hunts for trout on a
weekly basis. She usually finds, and
catches. some fish — mainly
rainbows along with lesser numbers
of browns and brookies. Smaller
trout are released, while a tew of the
larger specimens are kept for the
smoker.

When the snow flies, Andera still
hits the streams. Although a lot of
anglers think the fishing 1s all over by
then, she still finds plenty of trout that
are willing to hit,

| use ultra-light tackle and

artificial lures — mainly spinners, jigs,

and rooster-tails. My husband, Marty |
got me started on trout three years age|
and now I love it.” says Andera.
“I enjoy the solitude of trout fishir,
so I'm looking for a place with less
people. To find that I usually go to th
unannounced streams. It’s not that I
anti-social. It’s just that I don’t care t
be m a crowd when ['m fishing.”
“There are always fish in the
streams, and [ like the quality [of the
trout]. Sometimes [ fish at streams

Robin Andera hunts for trout
near Decorah.

near Highlandville. 1 like the remote

aspects, the scenic beauty.”

Steve Pecinovsky is a guy that
lowa trout fishermen love to see
coming.

Based at the Decorah State Fish
Hatchery, Pecinovsky drives a DNR
stocking truck. Five days a week
yvou’ll find him threading his trout truc
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through a network of back roads,
pasture trails and remote accesses in
northeastern lowa.

“I visit around 17 trout streams on
aregular basis,” says Pecinovsky.
“Some of the more heavily used
streams get stocked twice a week,
others receive trout twice a month, and
stockings on some streams are totally
unannounced.™

By the time regular stocking
activities conclude in early November,
fisheries workers will have placed
nearly 400,000 catchable (put-and-
take) trout in more than 50 coldwater
streams. Put-and-take trout average
around 11 mches and weigh about 1/2
pound. Smaller numbers of brood fish
weighing up to several pounds each
are also released.

“I get to meet all kinds of people,”
says Pecinovsky. “Most are really up
beat, satisfied. A few complain that
the fish we’re stocking are too small or
too few. We also get some out-of-
staters that fish here, and | had some
guys from Illinois tell me that our
llowa] trout are bigger than anything

Fisheries worker, Steve Pecinovsky stocks a netfull of
catchable rainbow trout into a Winneshiek

County stream.

e

they’ve seen anywhere.”

“After awhile you start
recognizing some of the same people
using the same
streams week
after week.

The trout
stocking
program 1s
definitely a
major
component to
their recreation.
For some, trout
fishing almost
becomes a
social event.
Some of the
older people
meet here once
a week, fish "till
noon and head
Mike Callan

They take a few fish with them and

back home.

then come back again the next week.”

Like most of us, Mike Callan of
Westgate
doesn’t get to
go trout fishing
quite as often
as he’d like.
So far this
year, he’s only
been able to hit
the streams
about once
every three or
four weeks.
But when he
does, he makes
the most of his

day.

“Fishing has really been good this
year,” says Callan. “I’ve caught
mostly rainbows and one really nice.
| 6-inch brookie.”

Callan fishes
about a dozen
different streams,
and claims Grannis
Creek 1n Fayette
County as his
personal favorite.
Last summer, he
caught his biggest
trout ever there — a
tackle-smashing 8-
pound rainbow.

“I use ultra-light
spinning tackle and
artificial lures.
Sometimes I'll keep
a few or even a limit
to grill, but I also do
a lot of catch-and-
release,” says Callan.

“Last year was great. | caught
several 18- to 20-inch brown trout.
Since there’s no stocking where | was
fishing, those browns were all natural.
They were really challenging to catch.”

“I really like what they [DNR] are
doing to some of the streams,” he
notes.

| see lots of habitat work. Things
like riprap to stop [bank] erosion and
the building of handicap accesses. |
think they're doing their part to keep
up the stream.”

There are three places that Charles
Ira, of Spillville, likes to wet a line. He
likes fishing for jumbo yellow bass at
Clear Lake; angling for bass, bluegills
and crappies on the Mississippi River;

lowa Conservationis QJR"
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and fishing for rainbow, brook and
brown trout at Winneshiek County’s
Bohemian Creek.

“Bohemian Creek 1s the only place
[ fish, and I've been here six times so
far this year,” he says. “Most of what
["ve caught have been rainbows.”™

“The first two times | caught limits
here, then was skunked twice. Last
week. | caught two and lost three.
We'll find out how today goes,” he

grins.

Seventy-eight-year-old Charles
Ira displays a 10 1/2-inch brook
trout caught at Bohemian Creek.

“I'm 78 years old now and just
can't walk anymore,” says Ira. *l
come here with a friend, we fish for an
hour and a half or so, and go back
home. Last week, we put our fish right
on the gnll with some onions and bacon.
Two of us ate five of them. They were

really good.™
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For
Davenport
fireman
Tom
Deckert, it
takes about
four hours
to drive
from home
to Waterloo
Creek, an
area which
ranks high
on his st
of favorite
lowa trout
streams.
Without fail, the long drive is always
worth the eftort.

Like most fly-fishermen, Deckert
1s more interested in the quality of the
experience than in the quantity of fish
caught. What he’s looking for is that
unique blend of art, aesthetics and
wild fish that are the essence of
taking stream-wise trout on a dry fly.
For Deckert, Waterloo Creek offers
an opportunity to enjoy all three.

“The whole complexion of lowa
trout fishing 1s really changing,” says
Deckert. I think more and more
people are finding that you don’t
necessarily need to follow the
stocking trucks to find trout. A lot of
anglers are beginning to stretch and
discover new options.”

“There are a lot of approaches.
My main interest is catching wild
browns, and [owa has a number of
excellent streams for that. Many
places, including Waterloo Creek,
have excellent — almost daily
hatches of mayflies and caddis. At
times, the hatches go on from dawn

Matching The Hatch —Tom Deckert ties on a new fly while
his 9-year-old son, Nick, looks on.

“till dusk without much of a let up at
all. Whenever that happens, there
are trout feeding on the surface all
day. It really is something to see.”
I think all the habitat work is
really paying off,” says Deckert.
“Where there are good bank hides,

the streams hold fish all year. even 11
the catch-and-take parts of an area. |

“Everyone 1s looking for a little b
different experience. [ like solitude
Sometimes | feel like I'm the only
person on a stream. The further I
walk, the better it gets.

Although I've heard of some rea
giants, | haven’t caught any of those
What I catch are lots of fish of
different sizes. That’s really what
['m after.”

For Davenport’s Nick Deckert,
most angling adventures take place
close to home where the 9-year-old
sets the hook on populations of
bluegills and channel catfish found at

a neighborhood fish pond.

I
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Occasionally, he receives a major
upgrade and gets to go trout fishing
with his dad, Tom Deckert.

In spite of his tender age, Nick is a
surpnisingly accomplished angler. He’s
already fished his way through a
number of quality streams in lowa and
Wyoming. Most of his trout have been

Nine-year-old Nick Deckert
displays 10-inch brook trout.

taken on spinners or dry flies.

In late June. I caught up to the
Deckert father/son duo along a stream
near Decorah. Although his dad
seemed to have plenty of time to stop
and chew the fat, Nick was obviously
Impatient during our interview. He
was clearly more interested in trout
fishing than in stopping to talk with me.
Go figure. He did, however, manage a
couple of brief comments before
continuing upstream.

"I like two things about trout,” he
says. "l like the colors and [ like the
way they fight.”

As far
as the
concept of
catch-and-
release
goes, Nick
Deckert
isn’t much
into that yet.

As far
as he’s
concerned,
trout fishing
means
“catch and
keep.”

“I want
to keep all
the fish |
catch,” Nick
says. I like
to clean
‘'em, and |
like to eat

‘em.”

Our two minute interview might
have lasted longer if Nick’s dad
hadn’t matched the hatch well
enough to hook a fish some 10 paces
away. [he trout, a plump 9- or 10-
incher, broke the stream’s surface,
briefly walked on its tail, and then
leaped skyward. The fish splashed
back into the water with an audible

“ploush.”

That was all it took to wire Nick.
Turning his attention back to me he
gleefully shrieked. “That’s what I'm
talking about! Don’t you just love it?”

[t was the end of our

conversation.

B

TROUT FISHING
GUIDE

For more information about lowa'’s trout program, visit
the lowa DNR website at www.iowadnr.com or write
for a copy of the lowa Trout Fishing Guide. The guide
contains a detailed map of trout stream stretches as
well as regulations for trout fishing. In addition to a
legal fishing license, trout anglers 16 years and older
are required to pay the $11 trout fee for residents or
$13.50 for nonresidents.

Brook Trout




This past February,
four lowa businesses and
organizations were recognized

for their comprehensive
environmental programs.
Following is the second in a
series featuring the four
Governor’s Environmental

Excellence Award winners.

City of

Coralville

Artile by Jill Cornell
Photos by Clay Smith

Agrass-pm'cd parking lot, a

roofthat grows native plants and
minimal mowing practices are all
examples of the City of Coralville’s
leadership and creativity in sustainable
resource management.

“The city council wanted to make

a statement showcasing the possibilities

for sustainable practices,” said Juli
Johnson, director of Parks and
Recreation. The City’s commitment to
environmental sustainability has been
demonstrated througha variety of
projects and environmentally friendly
practices.

North Ridge Pavilion

This 2,900-square-footmeeting and

recreational facility. located onthe
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edge of North Ridge Pond in
Coralville, opened to the publicin
June 2003. In the design phase of the
project, city officials were determined
to implement sustainable design and
construction. One unique aspect of
North Ridge Pavilionisits greenroof,
capable of growing native plants
because of a base growing mixture of
compost materials and slate.
“Thistype of roof provides added

insulation to the building and catches
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From the green roof that grows
native plants (above), to the use
of local resources (opposite page
bottom), the City of Coralville
chose sustainable design
practices while building North
Ridge Pavilion. Citizens can also
take advantage of the city’s
extensive trail system (opposite

page top).

rainwater. requiring little maintenance
Johnson said.

North Ridge Pavilion also feature:
a grass-paved parking lot and
educational signage toexplain the
benefits gained by sustainable choice
The siterecycled its construction
waste, and used many recycled and |
local source materials for constructior
Recycling binsare also located in the
public meeting space.

Restoration and
Protection

The City of Coralville
has also been working
toward establishing native

efforts in habitatrestoratior
and development have
helped provide better
conditions for water
infiltration and showcase

the area’s heritage.

The City’s parks and
recreation commission has
established minimal mowing
practices forall park land
and most public areas are
managed as restored
prairies.

“The prairie grasses he
prevent soil erosion and filt
water as it enters the
ground,” said Johnson.* Thu
city has worked hard to educate our
residents about the environmental
benefits of restoring native plants.™

City officialsare alsoinvolvedin:
partnership torestore and enhance

lowa River. This project has worked t
naturally clean river water as well as

- -- r ' .
vegetation along more than '
19 miles of trails. These
-

wetlands and riparian habitats along th |

|
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Coralvilleis part of the United
States Environmental Protection
Agency’s Brownfield programto
identify and test soil sites that are
potentially contaminated from industrial
wastes. Through this program, several

industrial sites were 1dentified and
efforts have been undertaken to safely
clean and contain these areas.

! ll = & .y T
oralville [

king
\gnative
morethan
These
estoral imli
have
ter
ter

a0

QWCases

ssion has

al m@‘ﬂ.'lﬂ%
ark land
qreasarc
red

prasses hel
onand filtd

; the
son.”TH
jcafe our
1ental
slants.”
volvedind

nhﬁﬂfe

ats ai“nglh
1S worl kfdt

Educational Opportunities

City officials have also committed
to educating the community about
sustainable choices. Educational signs
along the trail system and in North
Ridge Pavilion have permitted residents
and visitors to learn how the city has
worked to protect and enhance the
environment.

“Citizens are much more accepting
of our projects,”
Johnsonsaid. “We
had some
misconceptions at first
because people were
concerned about the
look of public spaces
and restored prairie
near their homes, but
the results have
definitely been

positive.”

[n addition to use as a meeting and
recreational space, North Ridge
Pavilionis also a demonstration site for
environmental stewardship.

“We present informationto all
users about our facility,” Johnson said.
“There 1s a lot of interest in what we
have done here.”

Along withreceivinga Governor’s
Environmental Excellence Award, the
city of Coralville has been honored with
a first place award in the 2001
International Nations in Bloom
competition, a second place honor for
the National League of Cities 2003
Howland Award for Urban Enrichment
and an All Star Community Award
from the lowa League of Cities.

Jill Cornell is a information special-
ist with the department in Des
Moines.
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\ugust kicks offamonth-long
series of events that give lowans an
opportunity to discuss conservation
and outdoorrecreation topics w ith

DNR staft

lowa State Fair,
Des Moines
Aug. 12-22
No lowa State Fair visitis
complete without a stop atthe

Natural Resources building. A visitto

Although not quite as
old as the State Fair
itself, the DNR's
aquarium has seen
more than 80 fairs and
continues to be one of
the most popular
attractions.

stop by

the historic fishaquarium, highlighting
l[owa species, hasbeenalong-time
State Fair tradition formany, but the
DNR has added anumber of displays
dedicated to protecting and enjoying
[owa’s natural resources.

An 85-foot-long model watershed,
which made its debut last vear, shows
the impact — good and bad — human
activity can have on a body of water.

A number of both good and poor
management practices are displayed on
the watershed. highlighting
top 1ssues and DNR
programsrelating to water
quality.

As our spare time gets
less and less. lowans look
for ways to spend time
relaxing and having fun
with friends and family.
The DNR 1s inviting state
fair visitors to explore lowa
outdoors at the fair.
Exhibits will include:

e A small backyard
habitat trail with tree and

or d Visit

Article by Kevin Baskins Photos by Clay Smith |

prairie species that can be planted in
any backyard.

e A life-sized replica of a bald
cagle nest to let fair goers know
what to look for and where to find
these magnificent birds.

e Assistance from DNR staff,

looking at map images of |

landowner’s property. and answering

questions from planting and wildlife

habitat improvements, to hunting and
fishing questions.

e Tipsand tricks on family |
camping and fishing — fromtentsto
cabins and shorelines to boating.

e Safety in the water. What
personal flotation devices are the
bestto keep you and your family
safe, while enjoying aday on the
walter.

e A historical look at our DNR
building, aquarium, staffand
recreation in our arcas.

Three other temporary exhibits
highlighting outdoor recreation will be
in the building this yearon arotating
basis. On Saturday, Aug. 14, the law
enforcementbureau will bring atree
harness demonstration that will allow
visitors to try on a variety of harness
types and compare the protection
they give from a tree stand fall.
Sunday, Aug. 15 through Saturday.
Aug.21our ATV and snowmobile
program staff will have a tentin the
courtyard and will answer ATV and
snowmobile questionsregarding new

rules and regulations, grant
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opportunities for clubs, and state
ATV riding areas. August 16-19, the
Friends of Pine Creek Grist Mill will
demonstrate how the grinding wheel
from the mill located in Wildcat Den
State Park works. Finally, on Aug. 20
the law enforcement bureau will bring
inthe Huntmaster, a handicap-

accessible lift that can be used for

deer hunting by those with mobility
impairments. Staff will demonstrate

how the lift is used and how you can
registered foruse during this fall’s
deer seasons.

[naddition to the aquarium, the
duck pond, water garden and
Courtyard stage will also be a great
place to visit while at the DNR
building. A listofcourtyard stage

programs will be available inthe DNR NEWio the DNRbulldinglast e . e
building as well as on the DNR web ek A uliding lastyear, ine oo-lootmodel watershed gives

site visitors a look at how human activity can impact a body of water.




The courtyard, adjacent to the
DNR building, invites State Fair
visitors to view native waterfowl

species, including trumpeter
swans (above right) up close, or
relax in the shade and take In a
demonstration on the courtyard
stage (right).

Other opportunities to visit with
DNR personnel this summer
include the Clay County Fair
(top right) and the Farm
Progress Show (opposite page).
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Clay County Fair, Spencer
Sept. 11-19

The DNR will once again be sharing a conservation message with area
county conservation boards at the Sundholm Environmental Education Center.
The center1s headquartered ina log cabin moved to the Clay County Fairgrounds
last year.

Atthis year’s fair, exhibits will highlight the economic value of lowa’s natural
resources including clean water and outdoor recreation such as hunting, fishing,
birding, parks, camping and trails.

Farm Progress Show, Alleman
Aug. 31 — Sept. 2
Protecting Watersheds: Wat'er You Doing?

The DNR will highlight services and products that can help protect
watersheds at the Farm Progress Show this year in Alleman.

As partof Conservation Central, the DNR will
feature an outdoor area full of native plants used to
solve conservation problems. Visitorscanrelaxona
willow bench while testing their knowledge of trees,
grasses and forbs (wildflowers) native to [owa. Or stop
by the DNR tent to talk with DNR biologists, foresters
and water quality specialists about your needs for

managing private lands.

Special this year will be color infrared photography
and interactive maps that help landowners target the hot
spots for conservation treatment (or the best spots to
find turkey or deer). Or check out how to prevent a fish
kill or other water quality problem, while learning just
how the DNR determines water quality.

Also new this year will be a series of mini-talks
addressing everything from groundwater flows to how to
handle a spill or make the most profit from your

woodland. Short talks will be offered daily. on the hour, from 10a.m. to

2 p.m. Topics will be posted outside Conservation Central.

Inside Conservation Central’s big tent will be participating conservation
partners including the DNR, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Farm
Services Agency, Division of Soil Conservation-lowa Department of
Agriculture, lowa Living Roadway Trust Fund-lowa Department of
Iransportation, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, lowa Association of Water Agencies, lowa Watersheds,
Trees Forever, Pheasants Forever, Conservation Districts of lowa and the
Soil and Water Conservation Society. The big tent will feature three
mteractive games, including Conservation Spin and Win, a laser-shot
hunting game and Score for Conservation basketball game.




Federal Study Examines Endangered North lowa Rattlesnakes

Swamp

[t was everything that a prairie
wetland should be. Hovering
dragonflies. shallow clear water, lush
marsh vegetation, singing bird
life and, of course, your usual
mix of massasauga
rattlesnakes.

Rattlesnakes? Holdona
minute. Aren’trattlesnakes
supposed to live in the dessert
in places like Nevada, Texas,
or Arizona’

Yes, they are. Butif you
move very slowly and look
very carefully, youmightalso
find the massasauga species of
rattlesnake inhabiting the
soggy terrain of a north lowa
wetland.

Commonly referred toas
swamp rattler, the massasauga1s one
ni'_]tlwl four ?‘\]'}'L"L‘jL'H of venomous
snakes found in lowa. And while all
others— timber rattlesnakes, prairie
rattlesnakes and copperheads

some state of decline, massasauga

populations are just plain going downn

flames.

Althoughbiologists have advanced
anumber of theories. no one really
knows why massasaugas are
disappearing at such alarming rates.
Reptile researcher Terry VanDeWalle
1s currently looking for answers.

During the past four years, VanDe
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Article and photos by Lowell Washburn

Walle has leda U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service-funded study thatis placing

Intense scrutiny on two groups of

An adultmassasauga rattlesnake
basks atop a clump of vegetation
located on a wet prairie. One of
only four species of venomous
snakes inthe state, massasaugas
rely on subtle patterns of
camouflage to escape detection
from predators like raccoons or
red-tailed hawks. Contrary to
legend, massasaugas are
relatively docile intemperament.
Evenwhen provoked, mostare
reluctanttorattle or strike.
Instead, they remain motionless
as they allow the danger to pass.

rattlesnakes still existing in northern
l[owa’s Bremer County. The most
famous of the two populations is
located at Sweet Marsh, a
2.300-acre public wetland
located near Tripoli. The
second investigation1s
occurring a few miles away
on an upland prairie and
wetland area near the upper
Wapsipinicon River. Only
four massasuaga populations
are still known to exist
statewide.

In late June, 1joined
VanDe Walle and fellow
researcher Robb Goldsberry
as they “touched bases™ with
rattlers living on both study
areas. Finding the snakes
meant following the steady series of
electronic “beeps” emitted by individu
radio transmitters that have been
implanted in 13 massasaugas during tl
past four years.

Forme. the highlight of the day
came as we tracked down a snake
simply referred to as the “Sweet Mars
Female.” Catching a glimpse of this
formidable reptile isn’teasy. For
nearly 30 minutes the three of us
negotiated our way through dense
marsh vegetation, boot sucking mud
and swarming clouds of hungry

mosquitoes. Ourinsectrepellent was
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sweated off during the first five or 10

minutes and our dues were literally
being paid in blood. The 93-degree
temperature made matters even
worse, providing a constantreminder
that a cooler of ice water awaited our
return.

The good news was that the
“beeps’ had gotten progressively
stronger during our meandering trek.
Thesignal wasnow literally pounding
from the receiver box, which meant
that we were closing in on our prize.

VanDe Walle suddenly stopped
and pointed his recelver antenna at the
ground. The radio signal went off the
chart.

"OK, she’sright here,” VanDe
Walle announced excitedly.

“Look around, but be careful. We
don’t want to step on a snake,” he
grinned.

The ultimate masters of
camouflage, massasaugas are difficult
to detect — even when placed against
d contrasting backdrop. For three or

four minutes no one moved much.

We just stood there and stared, looking

for the telltale snakehide pattern.
10 feet
distant, it was Robb Goldsberry who

*Oh yea, here she 1s!”

had discovered the snake.

[ stepped closer, and there she
was — the Sweet Marsh Female.
Basking atop a bed of lime green
vegetation, the reptile seemed
unintimidated by our presence.
Measuring nearly 30 inches from
rattles to snout, the Sweet Marsh
Female offered a complete picture of
power and stealth. She was truly a
creature to admire. In many ways,
however, the moment was
bittersweet.

For decades, the Sweet Marsh
Wildlife Area has enjoyed statewide
fame for its thriving population of
massasaugarattlesnakes. Twenty-
five years ago. rattlesnakes were a
dime a dozen here. Whenever
biologists, educators or scientists
needed a live specimen, they simply
stopped by and picked one up. It was
that easy.

But times have changed. And for

massasaugas, the changes have been

Tracking the Signal — Reptile
researchers Robb Goldsberry
(rear) and Terry VanDe Walle
follow an electronic trail as they
search for radio-implanted
massasauga rattlesnakes on a
northern lowa study area.
Massasaugas have declined
dramatically during the past two
decades. In lowa, the species
has been listed as endangered
since the mid-1980s. Only four
populations exist statewide.

Reptile researcher, Terry VanDe
Walle examines an adult male
massasauga rattlesnake found
on a study area near the
Wapsipinicon River in Bremer
County near Tripoli.




Swamp Rattler— A massasauga
rattlesnake assumes a defensive
posture after being disturbed while
basking on the edge of a wet
meadow at the Sweet Marsh
Wildlife Area. When this photo
was taken in the fall of 1992,
massasaugas (alsoreferredto as
swamp rattlers) were considered
adime adozen at Sweet Marsh.
During recentyears, however,
this famous population has
declined dramatically. Scientists
are currently investigating the
crash.

for the worse. In spite of intensive
search efforts underideal conditions.
the Sweet Marsh Female remains the
only rattler currently known to existon
the entire Sweet Marsh study area.
Froma historic l‘.'L'['.“'-I‘!L'L'”"n e, sheis
literally the last known remnant of
whatis perhaps lowa’s best-known
populationofliving reptiles.

“We knew that massasauga
populations were declining statewide.
but we were really surprised at what
has happened at Sweet Marsh,™ said
VanDe Walle. “The decline here has
been especially dramatic. Forsome
reason, we’'ve gone from a very

healthy population to one that has all
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but vanished. Itappears to
have happened so quickly,
that no one really seems to
have noticed what was
pccurring.”

Buteven though
scientists have only beenable
to locate and radio one
specimen here, the Sweet
Marsh Female1s providing
researchers with some
extremely interesting as well
assomewhat puzzling data.

*We captured and
radioed this snake on
September 14,2003, said VanDe
Walle. “What is most amazing is how
farthis particular individual has
traveled. Within 24 hours of release,
she had moved nine-tenths ofa mile.
and had traveled a total of 2.9 miles
within 20 days. The big question is
why did she feel compelled to move
those incredible distances.”

Researchers speculate those
movements mightbe attributed to
changes in habitat, lack of a sufficient
small mammal prey base. or perhaps
the Sweet Marsh Female was simply
looking foramate. By comparison,
radio-implanted massasaugas located
onthe nearby, Wapsipinicon study area
have occupied home range, core areas
as small as 3 acres and may only travel
a few dozen yards from day to day.

What scientists have learned with
certainty 1s that massasauga
rattlesnakes have some rather unique
habitat requirements. Forexample.
unhke their cousin the timber rattler,
massasaugas never hibernate in
communal rock dens. Instead. they
choose to hibernate individually in
crayfish burrows. Eliminate the wet,

sedge meadow habitat favored by

burrowing crayfishand youalso
eliminate critical overwintering
habitats for massasaugas.

“Only a certain part of the
landscape offers the right hydrological
conditions for burrowing crayfish.”
sald VanDe Walle.

“Tosurvive the winter, snakes
must use those burrows to go below
the frost line into soil that is totally
saturated, or they may even hibernate
below water. If a wet meadow 1s
drained foragriculture, the crayfish
leave and snakes lose vital habitat. If
awet meadow floods and remains
covered by water, then that’s just as
bad. Without crayfish burrows
massasaugas can’tsurvive.”

“Rightnow, the central focus of
our study 1s to identify and evaluate
the different types of habitats utilized
vear-round by massasaugas and to
identify the activity ranges of
individual snakes. We're also looking
atbehavioral and reproductive data.
recording mortality and gathering
thermo-regulatory information on the

snakes which have radios.

Last Snake Crawling— The Sweet
Marsh Female. This formidable, 29
1/2-inch reptile is the last known
remnant of awell-known and once
thriving population of massasauga
rattlesnakes that inhabited Bremer
County’s 2,300-acre Sweet Marsh
Wildlife Area. Researchers are
currently trying to discover why
massasaugas are disappearing
statewide. Tofindanswers,
scientists are studying individual
snakes thathave beenimplanted
with tiny radio transmitters.

Eventually, we hope this knowledge
will enable ustodevelop specific
management guidelines that will help
these remnant populations hang on,”
said VanDe Walle.

“Where massasaugas are still
found on private lands, the landowners
have been very sympathetic. There is
a lady here who owns one section of
land where snakes occurred
historically. She remembers her dad
killing every snake he could find, and
the pickup truck ash tray was always
full of rattles. As a youngster, she
helped fix fence in the cow pasture
and remembers seeing rattlers there.
The snakes are gone from that section
now, and she would like to see the
remaining populations survive.” said
VanDe Walle.

“There1s another farmer that still
has massasaugas using wet prairie
habitats on his land. He has become
very interested in the snakes and
wants to know what he can do to help
them. So far, notone single landowner
has been against the snakes. That’s
very positive.”
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Hinged Gear Loft. Plus, you are getting tents made with StormShield
Polyester Cloth Fly for exceptional UV and Acid Rain Resistance

Other Tetragon Tent Sizes Available Are 5,7,8 & 1210

TETRAGON 9 Find Eureka! Tents At TETRAGON 1610
4723 West Lincoln Way

= | L ! 4 Ames. lowa
jr L' 71\ M-F 9-8 Sat.-Sun. 1I-6 ‘&-\THJ'F’M%;-H 1D
ke lente: 515-292-2276
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For Sale:

Hunting &

Recreational Land

Listing and selling land all over
Searfvern and Eastern fowe

PAUL L. FOUNTAIN II
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FEATURED PROPERTY * 30 vears expenience of proven litters
» Mother and father on site

o Litter bom 6/ 1 8/04
 CGireat whth Tamuly & pheasants ~
o Field trial lines ?

o e County »
360 Acres, 80 C R.P; balance nmber.
creek and pond. Cireat hunting

Call for current listines

641-675-3410

 Pedhigree avanlable with do

64 1-228-4407 or 64 ] __1_1""1 2663 "![‘,{IJ

The Busingss Service Bullt Since 1965

PAINE’S

RV SALES & SERVICE « AWNINGS-ET(
« MOTOR HOMES
190 PLAZA DR. + 1-380 EXIT 68 * ELK RUN HEIGHTS, IA « PARTS-HITCHES
Bruce Paine, Owner » Todd Paine, Sales « AIR CONDITIONERS
Bus. 319-234-3039 + 1-800-286-3039 * TRAILERS & 5TH WHEELS

WWW.painesrv.com SERVICE & REPAIRS

V:s:t us on the web at: www.lassoerv. com

Recreational Ve ]m les

LASSO E RV INC

SALES « SERVICE » PARTS
12942 Amber Rd. X44, Anamosa, |IA 52205

Ph. 319-462-3258 + 1-800-798-3511

Campground

145th Ave Everly, lowa 51388

New Campground & Camping Cabins
Eight Miles West of Spencer and Just 20 miles
from the Iowa Great Lakes Region
62 Spacious Campsites

Cable TV - Wireless Internet - Rural Water to each site
Fishing Pier - Beach - Concessions

= \|
NEW* Opens May 30, 2004!

3 Camping Cabins
Full Baths & Kitchens

Clay County Conservation Board
www.co.clay.ia.us ¢ claycodir@ncn.nel

(712) 262-2187

MC & Visa Accepted

_L)lace

Always go right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest.
~ Mark Twain

A Hunting & Recreation Retreat
Join us for a day, a weekend, or a week in the
wilderness! Any of our new log cabins will make
a wonderful get-a-way for you or your family.
Fully equipped with kitchen, bath & 3 queen
beds. New beach area, fishing dock, horse-
shoes, BB and paddle boats. Open Year Round

712-446-2503

www.iowaoutback.com
Rathbun Lake - Southern lowa’s Best Kept Secret

SPORTY LOOKS, RANGHER UTILITY

The 350-class Rancher 4x4 now features
aggressive styling and more.

All new aggressive styling for a rugged and
adventurous look. And Honda's torque-sen-
sitive front differential and proven four
wheel drive makes sure it lives up to its
looks. It's also a little more civilized with its
new integrated tank storage compartment
FourTrax® Rancher™ 4x4 and new uniquely designed floorboards

Recommended only for
nders 1h years and older

Davenport
Hawkeye Motorworks
www. hawkeyemolorworks.com
563-391-9009

Waterloo
Weber's Cycle Center, Inc.
www.weberscycle.com
800-87-CYCLE

Sioux City
Bak Honda
www.bakcycles.com
800-736-7956

Des Moines
Garvis Honda
www.garvishonda.com
800-358-5508 = 515-243-6217

honda.com BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER. REMEMBER, ATVS CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR
SAFETY ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING
AND NEVER RIDE ON PAVED SURFACES OR PUBLIC ROADS KEEP IN MIND THAT RID
NG DOESNT MIX WITH DRUGS OR ALCOHOL. Honda rmcommends that all ATV ndears
me 3 tramng course and read (hesr owner's manual Thorugr I

HONTAA. of 1o sign up for 3 nder ramng course, call he ATV Safely
BESTON ERARTH Tl Rancher® and Best On B3t s Irademanks o

I Patience is the enjoying of a journey.
It’s not climbing the mountain to get to the top:
it’s climbing the mountain to enjoy the climb.
Enjoy the process of your own life.
~ John Roger

lorwa Conservalionist @ Julv/ Augost 2004 4'“-}
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Osenbaugh Grass and
S5y eniower; Seecs Randy’s Bluffton
' 05800788+ Lucas. lowa | | Store & Campground . .
RO IBC AN 0N e PY A traveler. I love his title. A traveler is to be
ke AR ANOE & KAYAK LIVERY : S oo
by, Jotmo@ipwalclecon.ae; Bluffton. 1A (563)735-5738 reverenced as such. His profession is the best
i0n always guaranteed ol LG L R symbol of our life. Going from - toward;

_ (COuNtry western concerns) it i"j t]]t‘ Ili*it{ll'}' ‘}r t“’t‘l"}' ‘]l]ﬂ' tlf I_I.‘-r.
. ¢ snowmobile ] » FEY
Eibte it ~ Henry David Thoreau

Al Loebig Marine | | i cold beverages & snacks

& evenmmg meals
» Modem showers/restroom facilities

#ERCURY * Along the Upper lowa River Loess Hills Hideaway Looking for a great

The Water Calls Bar closed on Mondays) Cabins & Campground place to camp?

ﬂt””ﬂcﬂﬂfr * New fenced Sce.ni.c - l.'.luet - S_cled

Try Crawford County’s

Pl Yellow Smoke Park
2250 Ames Ave., Wesley, TA Shuttle and * 357 acre park = 40 acre lake
S15-679-4432 ¥ Pickup * Nature Center
Avarlable * 4 mile hike/tike trail

* Fishing = Boating » Swimming
Park 15 located | mi. E of Demison.
[A on Hwy 30 then | mi- N

- www.bluffcountry.com/randy.htm
o dad Also Visit the Dow Hous:
Moorhead, IA Historical Site i !1 " ( ity, IA
ast Your Worries Awau.

1._.,1: =

i | L Ll .-r-rl.llrulul ||r J'ri|.r'
S FINEg, www.LoessHillsHideaway.com (ol
a"__ S
chkory Haven Ca.mpgrcund % a | % !
1q * Near Historical Nauvoo, | ¥ ,@
« Long }'l':'l!‘r I.-"_|- -"5.-r'.”": * 38008 H |.||||:'I*'p- ir Riverboat I. e a
sambling = Larges! Lock & Dam on Mi - § .l-_. S5 .

319 524-8459 « 1-800- 390 3459

2413 353rd St. Keokuk |4

WWWwW. mteri net/- gmsberb!mder htm

BEM'DJ'/BLACKDUCK/CASS [..AKE . ] '877‘9552755 E-mail: camphick @ interl.net
www.MinnesotaNorthwoods.com/IOWAspecial

Financing Available

CLASSIC

Qutdoor Wood Furnace

L] Tl'l}.il §l= or Ll | me ;.r ||_- I_l- Th

domaeastic water and more

¢ Linmatched eficiency and backed by

( 'herokee

the besl warranty in the industry
fﬂmpeﬁﬁve Prifes Hlll]lilll‘ * Adapts easily to new or existing
_ heating system

1333 Fontana Blvd 8:30-5:30 Mon-Fri Il“h”""“]
Hwy. 150 § of Hazleton §:30-6:30 Thurs Sun Valley
ll I.... from Fontana Par} ; 30-5:00 Sar Starcraft www.centralboiler.com

o y \ S04 (N)-A4N Sun "

azieton 14 50641 g e o Sunny Brook

during camping seas Glen’s Outdoor Cole’s Outdoor
Toll Free 877-636-9191 www . jaspersrv.com Hydro-Wood Heat WoodioSio vas
Jas]

Swisher, IA Plainfield. |A

319-857-4010 319-276-3085

Dean Meier See us at the

For advertising call Wood Heat State Fair!
1-800-798-2691 ext. 315

515-438-2120
-"'“ | i itromist @ Julv/Auegust 2004

WE OFFER FINANCING!




ning

Make your life a bit simpler . . .

Save yourself time by
ordering or renewing
your subscription to the
lowa Conservationist
online with just a few
simple clicks. Visit
www.iowadnr.com
and click on the
magazine cover, or
type in the web
address below.

. . . order the
Conservationist online!

While you're at it, order a subscription for a friend.

www.lowadnr.com/conservationist/

Subscription rates for the Conservationist are
$12 for one year, $18 for two years and $24 for three years.
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he year was 1985, and
Lewisand Clark State
Park was about to

undergo a metamorphosis that

would eventually put the western

lowa park on the map of historic

attractions, and

ignite a drive that

would dramatically

change the look

and feel of the

park.

That great

transformer was

the Lewis and

Clark Festival,

which has since

become an annual

celebration ofthe

distinguished

explorers” historic

expeditionupthe

Missouri River.

The event was the

brainchild ofthen park raneer
| £

Ron Williams, and planned and
organized by city fathers. Held
the second full weekend of June
each year, the idea was to
celebrate the Lewis and Clark
Expedition and ourearly Ameri-
can heritage, and where better to
hold it than this historic site on the
legendary Lewis and Clark trail.
Williamsteamed up with
many local volunteers to make the
firstannual Lewis and Clark
Festival a success. One of those
volunteers proved to be very
influential in the future of the
park. That person was Butch
Bouvier, a historian and boat
builder, who stepped forward to

lead ateam of volunteers to build
full-size replicas of the Lewis and
Clark expedition fleet. With the
full supportand blessings ofthe
DNR, Bouvierand his team did

just that.

The success of the festival
and the popularity of the boat
replicas were the driving forces
behind the construction ofa $4
million visitor center, which 1s

nearing completion. Itis expected

Thousands of visitors
attend the Lewis and
Clark Festival every
year for a small taste of
what life was like when
the explorers made
their historic voyage
along the Missouri
River. Some come In
period dress (opposite
page), some play
games (left), some are
lucky enough to catch
a ride on a replica of
the keel boat Lewis and
Clark journeyed on
(right), while some just
come to relax.

Jubv/ Avpust 2004 » [owa Conservationist




"PARKS PROFILE

to be an integral part of the
park’s future, and will focus on
education and research of the
pre-steam era of Americanriver
travel and also serve as an
interpretive center for the Lewis
and Clark expedition in lowa.
Unlike many parks, which
predominately serve lowa
residents, Lewis and Clark serves
people well beyond the lowa
borders. The park has become _ .
the pivot point for the celebration . B ]
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition |

in lowa, and 1s one of the key tion. The park has received

attractions on the trail, which national recognition foreffortsin

stretches from coast to coast. the fields of historical interpreta-
Currently, thousandsotLewis  tionand education. Park staff

and Clark fans make the park a give educational programs to
“planned destination”stopaspart  school students from kindergarten
oftheir pilgrimage along this to college level year round, and
famous trail. It’s seen as both an accommodate frequent tourist
interpretive and educational groups, which include motor
center, not justa tourist attrac- coach tours and individual family

lowia Conservitionist « July/ August 2004




An estimated 20,000 to 25,000 people attended this year's
four-day Lewis and Clark Festival, celebrating the 200th
anniversary of the historic Lewis and Clark Expedition.

HEROLD

Trailer Sales Inc.

TRAVEL TRAILERS

chmen

TRAV |_:L FT'LI[FH & 5TH WHEELS

Trailer Sales Inc.
Family Owned & Operated since 64

1806 W. 2nd-Hwy. 92 West, Indianola, |IA
www.heroldtrailersales.com

515-961-7405

July/Auvgust 2004 & lowa (
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OPPOSITE PAGE: The park has received
national recognition for efforts in historic
interpretation and education. Visitors get a great
view of Blue Lake, an oxbox formed by the
meandering of the Missouri River, from atop the
lookout tower (left), while a young angler hopes ‘
for a willing largemouth bass, northern pike,

units. The number ofpeople who

visit this park simply for sight-
seeing far outnumber those who
come to camp.

One reason why so many
people plantheir trip around a
visitto the park is the “hands on”
living history programs. Formore
than 20 years the DNR has
supported the concept. Nowhere
else in the world can one step
aboard a late-18"-century keel

boatand, if lucky. ride aboard her

as she creaks and moans under
sail. It1s the feel and touch of
living history atit’s best.

T'hatexperience 1s best

seems a
history
teacherand
river craft
buffstoppedto visit. He indicated
he didn’t think there would be
much to learn from the park, but
outofcuriosity he decided to pull
in off the interstate and take a
quick look. Three hours later,
afterexploring every inch of the
boats, he was on his way out
when he ran into Bouvier, still our
resident boat builder, and stopped
to thank him.

“I'have studied these boats
and river travel of this era for 20
years and didn’treally feel that
you folks had anything new to
teachme,” he told Bouvier. *I
think now that [ will have to

crappie, bluegill or catfish to bite (below).

- : N - -
i, _;-_‘ﬂl_,ﬂ_'_,_,_;—-_-,-.- e

justdidn’tthink that this was

actually how it was.”

He turned to walk up the
dock, stopped, turned and said.
“Thank yousomuch.” He left, his
life having been affected by this
educational experience.

The park recently underwent
awell-designed and enthusiasti-
cally accepted campground
expansion, whichadded 30 new
sites with twelve full hookups.
Thisalong with the soon-to-be-
completed interpretive center
foretellsa very promising future
for this state park.

Russell Field is the park man-
ager at Lewis and Clark State
Park. Butch Bouvier is presi-

dent of L&C Replicas and a

Illustrated by an incident that rethink everything I thought | lonetime member of “Friends of
happened a couple years back. It knew aboutit. I didn’trealize, | Discovery” group. o
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» Maps » Flm ¥ SeUIpTIres] i

» Displays » Audio Becordmnge »

tSfiopi
* Hiking Trails » Maseum Glides * N ational Parks Stamns
400 acres of Missourl River bottom Ao & fanmil
FREE ADMISSION
May 1-5ept. 30: 9 aim.=b i,
: Oct. 1- April 30: 9 a.m.-5 p.on
Exit 1B-180 & 29 712-366-4900

South on So. 24th Strect www.lowahistory.org/sites
Council Bluffs, IA ke hummel@dca.state.da.us

.

LEWIS AND CLARK AT s SN
A GLANCE s _
LOCATION: Located five miles west e '* ------

: /
of Onawa on lowa Highway 175. s FishTrap __- 3

{ =/ ==/ Stucure- :
FISHING: Blue Lake offers good :

x.- ’

e S TS D T I e
i |
!
REa
YE

fishing for largemouth bass, northern / |
pike, crappies, bluegills and catfish. (
| | BOATING: Any-size motor allowed N
L | on the 250-acre oxbow lake. Two boat i
said. | ramps available for easy access. i
Jeft, his | SWIMMING: Beach is a popular i Hresd
y this | place for sunbathing and swimming. i - b
| | CAMPING: All 82 campsites are ,I Eﬁﬁe
ot | equipped with electricity and are located = o
ok | along the lakeshore. Modern restroom b @ PARK REBIOENCE
L I and shower facilities available. 2 PR AR
: | _ ' 5 Sl # restroom
— I TRAILS: A variety of trees, plants and wildlife ) Looat i \ \
Jnew | can be seen along the trails. [C SHELTER i i
Ips | PICNICKING: Very popular place for picnics. Park S - POIEVME = \
he- | features more than 30 acres of picnic grounds with :T;:EETETL'L |' |
o | tables, fireplaces and drinking water. An opern picnic \ ' '!
L | shelter is available for rent. The lodge may also T ek mf° e '\ A (\ :
IHEE . . : " ! \
| be reserved for events such as weddings and PR Shiy i \
| family reunions through the park manager. :*;:__4_1_“ @ @ (29 \ A
— ! FUN FACTS: A must-see is the full-size __.TL___H:; i \ | ‘,‘
o | replica of the keel boat, along with pirogues, F T . o %i BRSO
Srate | Lewis and Clark used on their famous expedition .1 it 'l S THAY
o | up the Missouri River; annual Lewis and Clark Festival also l‘-,‘ P \MS:Laodtz AN
| avery popular event. N \ \
B . I CONTACT: (712) 423-2829; A\ x‘*\
iendi = ! Lewis_and Clark (@dnr.state.ia.us. & — T -
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'CONSERVATION UPDATE

WILDLIFE HARVEST ESTIMATES ONTHE RISE IN IOWA

Pheasant Harvest
Tops 1 Million

More than 140.000 hunters
harvested 1.08 million pheasants
in lowa last year, an increase of
48 percent over the 2002 harvest
estimate of 729.000.

Todd Bogenschutz, wildhite
biologistatthe DNR s Boone
Research Station, said the
forecast of more pheasants last
fall was not lost on the hunters.

“We saw a nice increase in
the number of pheasant hunters
and we also had an increase in
the number of nonresident
hunters,” Bogenschutz said.

The number of lowa pheas-
ant hunters increased 1 | per-
cent and the number of nonresi-
dent hunters increased 12
percent. lowa hunters spent an
average of nine days hunting
last fall and harvested an
average of eight birds. Non-

residents hunted an average of

lowa Conservitiomist = July/ Augast 2004

five days and harvested an
average of seven birds.

Mostother small game
species also showed an increase
in the number of hunters and
harvest.

Bogenschutz said thatnearly
25,000 hunters harvested more
than 114,000 quail, whichisa 79
percent increase over the 2002
harvest. Anestimated 4,000
partridge hunters harvested 8,200
partridge, an increase ot
60 percentover 2002, but
still the sixth lowest
partridge harvestin 40
years of keeping records.
The rabbit harvest
increased 46 percent
over2002. The 31,600
hunters harvested an
estimated 244,000
cottontail rabbits. The
numberofresident rabbit
hunters increased 18
percent, but nonresident
hunters declined 35

percent.

Deer Hunters Set
Harvest Record

lowa hunters harvested a
record 182,000 deer during the
2003-04 lowa deer season.
breaking the previous record of
140,000 set last year. The increase
was due in large part to hunters
taking 34,000 more antlerless deer
than last year.

The DNR had roughly 53,000
antlerless-only deer permits
available and sold nearly all of
them. Deer hunters will have the
opportunity to harvest even more
antlerless deer in 2004-035, when
the DNR issues an additional
30,000 antlerless permits, bringing
the total to 84.000.

“This harvest 1s having an
impact on deer populations,
understanding that 1t will take at
least three years of increased
harvest of does to see a significant
reduction in deer numbers,” said
Richard Bishop, retiring chief of
the DNR’s wildlife bureau.

“We will need to maintain
cooperation of hunters harvesting
more does, as well as landowners
insisting that hunters take addi-
tional does,” Bishop said. “Land-
owners with deer problems need
to have hunting on their land
during all gun seasons, and they
need to concentrate on harvesting
does, if they want to make an
impact.

“We need to have hunters
and landowners as part of the
solution,” Bishop said.




the

dof
nerease
ters

%S des

53.000
| of

ve the

| More
when
al

ringing

an

ke al
it
ificant
" said

ief of

he

HawkWatch Set For September 25-26; Events Celebrates 20th Anniversary

The annual Hawk Watch
weekend held each September at
Effigy Mounds National Monu-
ment 1s celebrating its 20 anniver-
sary this autumn. This year’s
event 1s set for Saturday and
Sunday, Sept. 25 and 26.

The event is sponsored by the
lowa DNR’s wildlife diversity
program, along with the National
Park Service, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Upper lowa
Audubon Society and others.

Wildlife professionals and
amateur birders will assist visitors
with spotting and identifying
some of the dozen or more species
of hawks, falcons, eagles and
vultures passing over the Missis-
sippi River bluffs during their fall
migration. Daily raptor counts
can reach into the hundreds of
birds, sometimes even thousands.

In addition to hawk counting,
other activities include live hawk
banding and releases, educational

programs featuring captive hawks
and eagles, activities for kids and

DNR Photo

birdwatching hikes on the trail
system at Effigy Mounds.
Effigy Mounds is located
three miles north of Marquette on
lowa Highway 76. For more
information contact Effigy
Mounds National Monument at
(563) 873-3491, www.nps.gov/

efmo/home.htm; HawkWatch
organizer Pam Kester at (563)
873-1236, email
kestrel@alpinecom.net; or the
DNR’s wildlife diversity pro-
gram at (515) 432-2823, email
pat.schlarbaum(@dnr.state.ia.us.

Longtime DNR Wildlife Bureau Chief Richard
Bishop Retires; Dale Garner Named Successor

Dale Garner has been named
to replace Richard Bishop as the
head of the lowa Department of
Natural Resources’ (DNR)
wildlife bureau. Bishop retired in
August after 37 years.

“Issues facing lowa wildlife
are complex and far-reaching, and
we continue to uncover new
challenges,” said Mike Brandrup,
administrator of the DNR s
Conservation and Recreation
Division, which oversees the
wildlife bureau. “We feel
fortunate in having someone with
Dale’s abilities leading the way.”

Garner joined the DNR in
1995 as the forest wildlife
biologist, working out of the
Chariton Research Station. He
then became the coordinator of
the North American Wetland
Conservation Act grant program
in 2001 and other special
projects, such as heading up the
chronic wasting disease program.

Garner, 48, has a Ph.D. in
environmental and forest biology
from the State University of New
York at Syracuse.

Clay Smath

Clay Smith

Dale Garner

Richard Bishop
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Boaters Urged To Watch
Out For ‘Hitchhikers’

With the summer recreation
season in full swing, the lowa
DNR 1s encouraging all boaters to
do their part in protecting lowa’s
water resources by checking for
any unwanted hitchhikers on boats
and trailers.

Eurasian watermilfoil, zebra
mussels and other non-native
aquatic species threaten lowa
waters. They can hitch a nde on
boats, fishing gear, bait buckets
and other items used 1n the
water. When transported to
another lake or stream, the
aquatic invader can be released.

Aquatic mvasive species can
render waterbodies unusable by
boaters, anglers and swimmers,
reduce fish, wildlife and plant
populations, clog water intakes
and pipes, decrease property
values, reduce economies of
water-dependent communities
and affect human health. Once a
waterbody 1s infested, invasive
species can cost hundreds of
thousands of dollars to treat and
may be impossible to eradicate.

Boaters should follow a

Eurasian watermilfoil

lowa Conservanonist = July A ugust 24

DMNE Photo

Zebra mussels

simple set of procedures each
time they leave the water, and
know which lakes and rivers
contain mvasive species. Tips to
prevent the spread include:

- Remove any visible plants,
fish, animals or mud from the
boat, trailer and other equipment

- Drain water from all
equipment — motor, livewell, bilge.
transom well

- Clean and dry anything that
comes into contact with water,
including equipment, boots, clothing
and even dogs. Before transporting
to another waterbody, rninse the
boat and equipment with water 104
degrees or hotter. Spray the boat
and trailer with high-pressure water
at a car wash or dry the boat and
equipment for at least five days.

- Never release fish,
animals or plants into a
waterbody unless they came
from that waterbody.

Empty unwanted bait in the
trash.

- Leamn to identify
aquatic invasive species and
report any suspected

DNR Photo

infestations to the nearest
DNR fishernes station.

EONSERVATION UPDATE

Hotline Established For
Reporting Ag Odors

To assist rural lowans in
reporting agricultural-related
odors, the DNR 1s offering a toll-
free number as part of an ongoing
effort to better investigate rural
air quality.

The DNR 1s conducting a
rural odor study and responding
to odor complaints from persons
who live or conduct business near
large animal confinement opera-
tions. During periods of heavy
odor, lowans can call 1-800-961-
ODOR to report ag-related odors
from animal confinements,
feeding operations or manure
spreading.

The odor study effort 1s in
addition to monitoring select
locations for ammonia and
hydrogen sulfide levels.

After an odor complaint 1s
received, a trained and certified
inspector will collect odor con-
centration data. This data collec-
tion study can help decision
makers, researchers and others
foster recommendations on how
to better control odors and
determine 1f odor control regula-
tions are needed. The toll-free
reporting number and data
collection 1s not an enforcement
effort and no action will be taken

against the odor source.

Report agriculture
odors at

1-800-961-ODOR
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Scott (left) and Diane Kinseth (far right) accept recognition
certificates from Barb Gigar (center), coordinator of the DNR’s
aquatic education program.

Kinseths Honored For Committment To Aquatic Ed

Scott Kinseth, DNR conser-
vation officer in Buchanan and
Delaware counties, is the 2004
recipient of the Brass Bluegill
Award. The award 1s presented
annually to an instructor who has
established an outstanding local
program that exemplifies the
goals of Fish lowa!

Kinseth has been involved in
youth education programs for
more than 20 years. In 1999, he
approached his wife and other
fifth-grade teachers in Indepen-
dence about including the Fish
lowa! program in their “lowa
studies” curriculum. He not only
convinced teachers to use the
program, he helps by teaching
laws, tackle, bait presentation,
lures and casting. He also estab-
lished a loaner site for rods and
reels in his area so they would be
more accessible to the school.

The unit is taught over a six-
to eight-week period and culmi-
nates n an all-day field trip. DNR

fisheries burcau staff, conserva-
tion officers and the Buchanan
County Wildlife Association help
with presentations, fishing and a
fish fry. Students use a stream
table to learn how land use
impacts water quality.

Kinseth’s wife, Diane, also
was recognized for her contribu-
tion to the program. Pure Fishing
donated 24 spinning rods and
reels to West Elementary School
in Independence in honor of the
Kinseths’ contribution to angling
education.

The award has been co-
sponsored by Pure Fishing and
the DNR’s Aquatic Education
Program since 1997. Pure
Fishing, headquartered in Spirit
Lake, 1s committed to inspiring
people to go fishing and helping
them learn how to fish. where to
fish and what tackle to use. Fish
lowa! strives to create safe
anglers and responsible stewards
of lowa’s aquatic resources.

DNR Photo

Upcoming NRC
and EPC Meetings

The dates and locations have
been set for the following meet-
ings of the Natural Resource
Commussionand Environmental
Protection Commission ofthe
lowa Department of Natural
Resources.

Agendas are set approxi-
mately 10 days prior to the
scheduled meeting date. For
additional information, contact the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources, Wallace State Office
Building. 502 E. 9" St., Des
Moines, lowa 50319-0034.

Natural Resource
Commission:

—  August 12
Hancock County
— September 9

Lee County
— October 14
Allamakee County

Environmental Protection
Commission:

— August 16
[ngram Office Building,
Urbandale
September 20
Ingram Office Building,
Urbandale
— October 18
Ingram Office Building,
Urbandale
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[Labor Day weekend, for me
anyway, 1s highly unpredictable.

Some have been so busy |
didn’t know what end | was on,
while some seem to go by without
much fanfare. You just never
know.

['1l admut, years ago when |
was a park ranger, I used to shut
the park gate at 10:30 p.m. on
[Labor Day with a sigh of relief.
By then 1t had usually been a long
summer, and I was looking
forward to things slowing down.

For conservation officers, the
long weekend 1s typically filled
with checking anglers and
patrolling the lakes, as people
take advantage of the traditional
end to the summer outdoor
recreational season and get in that
last cruise on the lake.

So when it rained all day one
[Labor Day I looked at 1t with
limited rehef thinking, “*More
people will stay home, nothing
will be happening.™

Was | ever wrong.

| had taken advantage of the
weather to go home a little earlier
than usual, mostly because [ don't
often get that opportunity during

a holiday. I was even slipping

ywa Conservattomst = July/ Adpast 2004

Labor Day Cruise

- by Chuck Humeston

INtO My, summer s-over-time-to-
think-about-hunting-seasons
thought mode. Then the phone
rang.

It was the sherift’s depart-
ment. ““There’s been a boat
accident.”

*You're kidding,” I said.
“What did 1t hit?”

“They hit each other,” the
dispatcher answered.

“They? You mean as n
more than one? Is anyone hurt?
[s there anyone in the water?” |
asked.

“No one in the water, and one
mjured.” they said. “A deputy 18
on the scene.”

| HII!’I[’JL‘tI back into my
uniform and into the car. I drove
to the lake to meet with the
deputy. By then the injured had
been removed. [t turned out to be
a collision between two personal
watercrafts, or PWCs, better
known as jet skies or wave
runners. It was the start of one
of the more unusual boat accident
mvestigations 1've ever been
involved with.

The deputy gave me the
names and addresses. | made
some phone calls, and set up
times to talk to the operators and
the witnesses. With nothing more
to do at the time, I went home.
The short Labor Day holiday was
long gone.

The next day, I drove to look

at the PWCs, It was obvious
there had been a collision. The
steering yvoke had been broken
from the steering mechanism on
one of the machines. A nasty
gash on the sides of each ma-
chine painted a clear picture of
where they had colhided. | took
pictures and measurements. So
far it was looking pretty straight
forward. Like other officers. |
had seen more than one boat
collision. Our training has
prepared us to document every-
thing, interview everyone and
reconstruct what happened.

[ decided first to talk to the
operator who had been injured. I
drove to his house. knocked on
the door and was invited 1in.

By the looks of the nasty
bruise on his side, it was obvious
this guy definitely didn’t feel very
well. [ started to ask the ques-
tions, and to write my report.
The routine questions centered
around names, water conditions,
weather conditions and so forth.
Finally. it came to how did the
accident happen?

“Well,” he said. “*We ran into
each other.”

“*No kidding?” | thought.
“How did you do that?” I asked. |
mean, this wasn’t a small lake by
any shade of the imagination.

“Well, we were racing and
throwing water on each other.”

[ still wasn’t surprised. We
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see this in a lot of PWC colli- on the other PWC. We were my head was the old story from
sions. It’s prohibited operation — definitely talking a little speed decades ago about there being
a recipe for disaster that has here. These were two very, very two cars in the whole state of
resulted in injuries and fatalities. fortunate individuals Kansas driving from opposite
| continued to write. Everything still seemed pretty  ends, and what happened? You
“OK, let me make sure ['ve ordinary. Keep in mind, I've guessed it. They ran into each
got this right.” I said. “So 1t’s investigated my share of boat other.
you’re statement to me that you accidents, many involving vessels So now we’re talking an
and your friend were running too running into each other or into entire lake. Not a pond. Not a
fast and too close to each other, fixed objects. [ really wasn't stream. We're a talking a lake
and you colhded?”” surprised until I asked “What was here. No one 1s on it. The whole
“Yes.,” he answered. the boat traftfic like on the lake?” thing is open with plenty of room.
[t turned out he was injured “There wasn’t any,” he Yet there’s a collision and some-
by the handle grip of the passing answered. one gets hurt.
PWC, which struck him in the [ looked up from the pad | [t took a while for 1t to regis-
ribs. You can’t get much closer was writing on. “What?” ter. In the end, I cited each of the
than that. In fact, it had knocked “There wasn't any,” he operators for operating too fast and
him out of the seat of his PWC repeated. too close to each other. The
a perfect example of why life “Y ou mean on the whole lake, mmjured party really didn’t think 1t
jackets are so important. It you were the only two boats out was fair, since accidents happen.
probably saved his life, consider- there?” T'hey do. But most of the
ing the shock of the collision and “Yeah, that’s right.” time they happen because of a
being thrown into the water. Now the accident started to bad decision. In this case, at least
The force of the collision fall into my just-when-I-think- it didn’t cost something much
along with the operator’s weight ['ve-seen-everything category. more precious and irreplaceable |
also tore the steering yoke loose T'he first thing that popped into than a machine. |
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